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For James 
James the Doubter 


Why the name James?! Looking at almost any 
baby-names book, you will find the name James comes 
from a Hebrew name meaning to supplant.? If you look 
at the story found in the New Testament, you find a sto- 


ry of a doubter who became a leader among believers. 


Matthew 13:55 says James was the brother of Je- 
sus, but James was a doubter and didn’t believe in Je- 
sus.3 James was ‘James the Doubter.” James then saw 


his brother Jesus after His execution by the Romans.4 


1 This could be you, regardless of your name. James is intended 
to be the symbolic person in this book for anyone who has 
doubts, regardless of who they actually are. 


2 From the Hebrew verb apy (‘abaq). See https://www.abarim- 
publications.com/Dictionary/ay/ay-g-b.html#.X-JvOy1h1El for 
more details. 


3 See John 7:5 


4 See 1 Corinthians 15:7 


For James 


After this, James turned from being a skeptic to 
become one of the pillars of the church.5 James is at- 
tributed with writing one of the earliest books about 
Christian ethics focusing on the external evidence of 


internal conversion in The General Epistle of James. 


In Acts 15:13-21 James shows his command and 
understanding of the scriptures in encouraging peace 
and acceptance of gentile converts by the grace of 
God. James transformed from “James the Doubter” to 
‘James the Just”¢ and typifies the doubter in all of us 


who is destined to be, perhaps more. 


5 See Galatians 2:9 


© Tradition states James was executed about AD 63 by those 
who demanded that he denounce his beliefs. See "James the 
Just, One Among Many Oblias” by Jonathan Bourgel for more 
details. Oblias means “servant of Yahweh.” 
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For James 
The Post 


The idea for this book all began when | saw a 
video posting on James's social media home page en- 
titled “Religion Explained in Two Minutes.” | do not 
know the source of the video or what they are referring 
to when they say, “it” in the next paragraph, but the dia- 


log went something like this: 


In the middle of what appears to be a “question 
and answer session” of a lecture, conference, or work- 
shop a man in the audience asks, “How does it relate to 
religion and the possibility of the existence of God that 


cannot be proven?” 
The presenter states, “That's true.” 


The man in the audience then asks, “Would you 


comment on that concept?” 


For James 


The presenter continues, “Yeah. Um, People often 
ask me: ‘Do you believe in God?’ and | say, ‘Which 
god?’ Medusa? Ahura Mazda? You know, any of the 
thousands and thousands of gods that are out there. 
No, | don’t see any compelling evidence to believe ina 


god. 


| think, my personal opinion, and I'm not a great 
philosopher in this respect, but my personal opinion is 
that religion is probably an attempt — an early attempt, 
a primitive attempt — to explain the world, and the eas- 
iest way to do it is to invent an agency that is all-power- 
ful and can do all these things that you don’t under- 


stand. 


For James 


You are walking along a path, a rock hits you on 
the back of the head. It's a perfectly clear day, you look 
around, and you say: ‘Somebody threw that rock.’ Well, 
if nobody threw the rock then there must be a rock god 
or something like that, who throws rocks and hits you in 
the back of the head. You've got to have an explanation 
for it. 


We human beings, and all animals, when you 
come right down to it, they want to have an explana- 
tion of the world around them. Oh, | do tricks. | do 
sleight-of-hand tricks for dogs and it makes them nuts. 
You know, you do a thing like, ‘Oh, what have | got 
here?’ You do this sort of a thing with the dog, and the 
dog goes nuts when he goes to look where it is be- 


cause we have spoiled his expectation of the world. 


For James 


‘No, | didn’t put it away. | put it in here.’ It has 
spoiled the dog's expectation of the world and it really 
worries them. You see them actually — they're worried, 
they are really grieved by it. They are bothered by it. 
And this makes crazy dogs just because they came in 
contact with me; it challenges them in a way that they 
have never been challenged before because their ex- 


pectations of the real world have not been met. 


And that's what happens with people: They want 
an explanation. And, inventing a god, or a series of 
gods, a whole panoply of gods, a panorama of gods is 
a very easy way to do it. Oh, | don’t think you have to 
think about rain because that is the rain god and that is 
how water comes down out of the sky. That is the easy 


way to do it, in my opinion.” 
It got seven “likes” and one “love.” 


James made the first comment: “Yep” 


For James 


| replied: “There is a God who created us. | bear 
testimony of the divine nature of Jesus Christ (Savior 
and Redeemer) who came into the world to save us 
from ourselves. | would urge all to put away their false 
gods, even the vain eyes and belly of man, and come 
to Christ and be perfected in following Him. And in so 
doing, His grace will suffice at the time when no more 
work can be performed. Ponder the mercy of God in 
your heart and ask the Eternal Father, in the name of 
Christ, if He is there. And if you ask with a sincere heart 
and real intent to follow the Truth, having faith in Christ, 
He will show you the way you must go and reveal the 


Truth to you.” 


James replied: “Proof?” 


For James 


| replied: “I have already explained how, and un- 
der what conditions one may gain this knowledge. But, 
what you have said is proof of the story told by the Sav- 
ior about a self-serving rich man that died and found 
himself in a very disturbing and dry existence. He 
begged for relief and upon discovering that he was in 
a hopeless situation said: "At least send someone to 
warn my family about this awful place so that they may 
avoid it." He was answered, “They have the testimony 
of the prophets and one more voice would not make a 
difference.” And, so it is true: one more voice has not 


made a difference. A thousand would not.” 


James replied: “Not proof. You just said...it is be- 
cause it is true. It's true because you believe it's true. 
Once again. Proof...logic? Reason? Common sense? 
This is like saying the circle is a circle because it's a cir- 


W 


cle. 


For James 


| replied: “| don't see the words ‘because it is true’ 
in anything | wrote. But, it does not matter. All | will say 
is, itis there if you seek with real intent and sincerity. 
But, | can tell your desire for this is not there at the 
present and | am not going to hold your hand. What | 
am saying is, our future is our responsibility, not some- 
one else. Time will tell all, and until then, | wish you the 
best of luck even if luck has nothing to do with it. | will 
always be cheering for you my friend. May you find an- 
swers as you seek them, but | will never force you to 
look even if | wish you were on a different path than 
what you decide. | respect you too much as your own 


person. Hope to see you down the road.” 


James ended: “Fair enough. We'll agree to dis- 


agree.” 


For James 
Goal 


A goal can be the gateway to growth. One of the 
greatest blessings and curses of walking a spiritual 
path is the ongoing opportunity to examine who you 


are and what you stand for. 


This book is my look-see into the existence of 
God. Many have tried to explain God, and now | would 
like to show James, and those like him, my take on it. | 
don't intend on saying a lot. The reader can look up 
more information about the subjects | offer in more de- 
tail if they wish. There is a lot of information out there 
on what | will touch on. | will only refer to some of it. | 
will only use a few examples for each point | make. | 
don't want to bore the reader with example after ex- 


ample that says the same thing. 
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For James 


When Jesus used parables’ to explain God and 
how God operated, those parables were not meant to 
hide His message but to better explain that message. 
But many didn’t want to listen, respond positively, or 
seek to find higher meaning in their life. It was not the 
lessons of Jesus that were the problem. The hearers 


were the problem. 


| feel, as a personal opinion, that people don't 
want to know God because they feel God will interfere 
with their desires and stifle them. After all, living with- 
out God means forgetting everybody but yourself. “No 
God" frees you from one day being accountable for 
your actions and you don’t even have to endure those 
annoying moral rules stopping you from pursuing 


pleasure. 


7 A parable is an allegorical story used to help convey a lesson. 
Parables use human characters in real world situations whereas 
fables use non-human characters in an imaginary world. Both 
are designed to teach moral lessons. 
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For James 


People have a fear of finding out about God be- 
cause if they found out that He was true, it would ob- 
ligate them to that truth. Why would you want to know 
something you never intend on following? Finding 
truth for curiosity, rather than to find truth for change 


would be damning. Better to justify the way things are. 


God's promises to those who sincerely seek Him 
are just the opposite of stifling them. God promises 
sincere seekers that He will free them and expand their 
existence, heart, and mind. This being said He does not 
make believers better than everyone else, or cause 
them to have fewer troubles than other people. You 
may in fact find more trouble when you try to follow 


God's way. 


But what this seeking does do is give one a per- 
spective which can lighten life's difficult path. God does 
not force Himself on anyone, but He welcomes anyone 


who sincerely comes to Him. 
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For James 


When | read Psalm 46:10 inviting me to “be still 
and know that | am God,” the psalmist is saying to me 
that, instead of pushing out with endless questions de- 
signed to bring about doubt, | should be still and let 
the answers come into the heart. Helen Keller put it this 
way: “The best and most beautiful things in the world 
cannot be seen or even touched — they must be felt 
with the heart.”8 


8 From the book “The Story of My Life” by Helen Keller pub- 
lished in 1905. The expanded version of the quote goes as fol- 
lows: “I used to wish that | could see pictures with my hands as | 
do statues, but now | do not often think about it because my 
dear Father has filled my mind with beautiful pictures, even of 
things | cannot see. If the light were not in your eyes, dear Mr. 
Brooks, you would understand better how happy your little He- 
len was when her teacher explained to her that the best and 
most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen nor even 
touched, but just felt in the heart. Every day | find out something 
which makes me glad.” A capitalized title is often used to denote 
deity. The capitalization of the word “Father” used by Helen 
Keller in this case would be appropriate in referring to Heavenly 
Father. See PART /I-Letters (1887-1901) page 203 “To Rev. 
Phillips Brooks” dated June 8, 1891 for more details. 
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For James 


What sources do we seek to know? Asking au- 
thority? An internet search? Tradition of past practices? 
Trial and error? How we seek to know is at least as im- 
portant as what we seek to know. Atheists will often 
claim that if they were shown sufficient evidence? to 
warrant belief, then they would believe. But, that is like 
saying: “After the stocks you want me to buy perform 
well, | will believe your claim that | should have bought 
them.” Guess what? It's too late. You have already 


passed up the opportunity. 


One thing | believe is that God generally speaks 
to us in a way that only we can understand. In the fifth 
chapter of Acts, when Peter knew Ananias and his wife 
lied, Peter didn't hear a voice or see anything, but he 
still knew the truth was revealed to him from God. God 
is not often seen by observation, but by an inward ex- 


perience only the person having it can understand. 


? Subject to change. 
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For James 


An inward experience that reveals God makes it 
so that an outward observation is second-rate at best. A 
person claiming that an outward observation is neces- 
sary before they will even consider the possibility of 
God, makes it impossible to ever have an inward expe- 
rience that brings them to a knowledge of God. As | 
remember someone saying, “If you don't go within, you 


go without”. 


| would like James to see that there is a crucial 
distinction between the “absence of evidence” and “ev- 
idence of absence.” | don’t plan on showing irrefutable 
proof of God, because | don't believe there are ideas 
that can convince everybody of everything concerning 


the existence of God.19 


| 


10 In a letter sent to Pierre Perrault, Christiaan Huygens said, 
believe that we do not know anything for certain, but everything 
probably.” 
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For James 


So, why would | want to openly argue this point 
knowing that | cannot create belief in another? It is be- 
cause, if | do not, the chance for belief may well be de- 
stroyed. | cannot take that chance. | will instead offer 
clues and evidence that | believe are valid points for 
the existence of God which will give the person a 
chance of being in a state of mind where belief can 
begin to grow. Belief can blossom if the person con- 
sidering them takes the next steps that | will cover later 
in this book. 


| once heard of a person that put diesel fuel in 

their new car because they wanted “green” (clean) 
gasoline. Your vehicle’s engine must run on the right 
fuel. If you pour water into the tank you'll ruin your en- 
gine. | don’t care if water is a clear liquid just like gaso- 
line, I’m telling you the water is going to ruin that en- 
gine! Trying to find something other than God that will 
run your life is like trying to run your engine on the 


wrong liquid. 
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For James 


| would like James to see that he has everything 
to lose and nothing to gain in the eternities from his 
lack of belief, whereas the believer has nothing to lose 
by believing and everything to gain."1 | would like 
James to realize that if you take a left turn in your life 
when you should have taken a right turn, going in the 
same direction does not get you closer to where you 
should be. Faith is more than good advice. Faith leads 
to an understanding of a world beyond what we can 
touch and see. | will explain in this book why faith is the 
right direction for James to go and why doubt is the 


wrong direction. 


11 Blaise Pascal said that betting “God doesn't exist” risks all 
happiness of the eternities while gaining only a finite sense of 
independence in this world. It is more rational on this basis, to 
believe in God. For more information see https://plato.stan- 
ford.edu/entries/pascal/. 
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For James 


At the time | was conversing with James, | did not 
feel obligated to try to prove the existence of a life-giv- 
ing oasis in the middle of shifting sands; only to de- 
clare that it did indeed exist.12 One must investigate 
and seek the path for themselves rather than waiting to 
be carried. That answer | gave was the end of our dis- 


cussion. 


But my answer was not the end of me thinking 
about James's position or was this discussion the end 
of the witness | have for James. | have more. Each per- 
son, event, and circumstance we encountered can offer 
a gift, and this is my gift to James. This book is there- 


fore dedicated to James and those like him. 


12 Ibn Bajja warns that each individual must take their own jour- 
ney to enlightenment. People who attempt to pass enlighten- 
ment to someone else directly would finally do more harm than 
good. More information on Ibn Bajja can be found at https:// 


meinong.stanford.edu/entries/ibn-bajja/index.html. 
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For James 
Proof? 


It is said that proof is in the doing. But, there’s a 
problem with the word “proof.” For example, no one 
alive has actually seen historical events. You can’t 
“prove” these events in the same way you can prove 


what X equals in a mathematical formula. 


Instead, you must take it on authority from the 
writings of those who actually witnessed those events. 
It can be compared to this: Just because you can't per- 
sonally see a person's past doesn’t mean they don’t 


have one. 


How do you know there is no God, or there is a 
God? From artifacts? From fossils? From empirical evi- 
dence? A westerner seems to want to “prove” God's ex- 


istence before they are willing to call it “God.” 
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For James 


You cannot know about someone by looking at 
the house they live in, knowing their income, or where 
they work. You must instead develop a relationship 
with them. The knowledge gained with a relationship is 
not the intellectual knowledge which comes through 


observation or reasoning as James requested of me. 


The first thing | saw wrong with our conversation 
was the word “proof.” The word “proof” would be the 
right word if James and | were talking about mathemat- 
ics, writing term papers, or even if we were going to 
buy liquor. | could see the trap here with the give-away 
of the word “proof.” What was being set-up was a pair 
of moveable goal posts on which no goal could be 


made. 
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For James 


If | were to say to James, “There have been thou- 
sands of testimonies of people who have died and 
came back to tell what they saw,"13 he would have said, 
“They were drugged.” If | would have explained that a 
drug-induced state is foggy, fractured, and nonsensical 
while a near death experience is clear, detailed, and 
sequential, he would have said, “They're lying.” This in- 
ability to meet a moving criteria would go on until | was 


satisfied that he would never be satisfied. 


If you were to look at dictionaries and encyclo- 
pedias you might discover the word “proof” is a de- 
rivative of the Latin word “probare” meaning to exam- 
ine. “Proof” first arose in connection with geometry as- 
sociated with land measurement which falls into the 


category of mathematics. 


13 For examples of near death experiences see https://ndesto- 
ries.org/stories/ for details. 
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For James 


If the reasoning is based on incomplete evidence 
it would more accurately be known as a “conjecture,” 
which a person should consider using instead of the 


word “proof.” 


Even compelling scientific evidence is not proof, 
but a belief based on observation. For example, the ev- 
idence that smoking cigarettes is a cause of lung can- 
cer may be compelling, but cannot be considered 
“oroof” since not everyone who smokes cigarettes gets 
lung cancer. | heard of a lady who was over a hundred 
and smoked every day since her youth.'4 The evidence 


associated with lung cancer is instead a basis for belief. 


14 See https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/ 
wp/2015/09/10/long-lived-smokers-may-be-a-biologically-dis- 
tinct-group-with-an-extraordinary-gene-network/ for more de- 


tails. 
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For James 


Data, or evidence, showing the connection be- 
tween smoking and lung cancer is only a basis for your 
belief that cigarettes cause lung cancer, but this is not 


proof that cigarettes cause lung cancer. 


You don’t get much lasting comfort by observing 
something. Some people say things like, “Show me 
God." They don’t want you to show them something He 


left behind like some creation, miracle, or idea. 


They mean, they want to actually see Him. What 
many seem to be saying is,"| don't see that God is 
there, so God must be false.” They want to look 
through a telescope or in a microscope and be able to 
say: “Hey, there’s God! Everyone, come look.” One 
problem with this train of thought is when the author of 
creation finally walks onto the world’s stage, life’s play 


will be over forever. 
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For James 


God withholds His presence so we have the 
chance to choose without coercion. If we are free to 
choose to be good we are also free to choose to be 
bad. 
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For James 


Free will'S makes evil people possible. However, 
free will makes it possible for people to manage their 
destiny and find love and joy. Just imagine your life if 
you “had to” do everything and there was nothing you 
could do about it. It’s better to decide on your own 
how you wish to proceed. And, if there is meaning in 
life, then seeking out that meaning might actually be 
worth it. 


15 “Free will” is being free to willingly choose God's way, or 
some other way. If we willingly choose God's way, we willingly 
choose obedience as well, which doesn't look much like “free 
will” to an atheist. Creating a being that has the ability to rebel 
fuels the atheist’s argument that God cannot be an all-powerful 
God since,"A person that can successfully go against the will of 
God limits God's power thus negating His Godhood.” And if 
mankind truly had “No free-will” then God would be a “ruthless 
dictator” and not a merciful loving God, and therefore not God. 
The “Damned if you do, damned if you don't” is typical of the 
atheist. 
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For James 
Questions 


The discovery of the Divine does not come 
through experiments, equations, or observation, but 
through reflecting on life and what the elements found 
in life mean to us. We shouldn't try to apply some type 
of experiment to see if God exists, but we should think 
about how it is possible that we can understand any- 
thing at all.16 


16 | don't want you to think | sound like Plato by making it ap- 
pear that | am saying, “Reason, rather than observation, is the 
only way to acquire knowledge.” It involves more than mere rea- 
son which | will explore later in the book. However, sound hon- 
est reasoning is a good place to start. 
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For James 


When you think about the possibility of a spirit 
residing inside this clay husk, consider this simple 
question from observation: Why is it that a person’s 
hand seems translucent when you shine a light through 
it, but at the moment of death it becomes opaque? 
These types of questions cannot be materialistically an- 


swered. 


Since the printing press was developed,'” people 
have shared more ideas and have developed more 
data on the physical world than previous ancestors 
could have imagined. But, despite all the information 
we have, science cannot even explain human thought 


beyond neural transactions. 


17 The Gutenberg printing press was developed around 1436 
and was the first device that made mass communication possi- 
ble, unlocking the modern age. See https://www.history.com/ 


news/printing-press-renaissance for more details. 
ef 


For James 


Take any boulder, of any composition, and ask 
yourself: “How many billions of years will it take for this 


mass of rock to think like humans do?” 


Like a mass of minerals we call rocks, neurons 
show no conscious life nor do any of the properties of 
a neuron produce consciousness.'!8 Neurons are like 
computer chips: they function, but they don’t under- 


stand. 


18 Phenomenology is the investigation of the phenomenon of 
our inner experience. In the Scientific American article “What is 
Consciousness?” concludes by saying: “the central puzzle of our 
existence: how a three-pound organ with the consistency of tofu 
exudes the feeling of life.” See https://www.scientificamerican.- 
com/article/what-is-consciousness/ for more details. 
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For James 


Conscious functions can be imitated by comput- 
ers, but computers don’t “know” what they are doing. 
Consciousness is beyond the explanation of all science 
because consciousness is something beyond what sci- 
ence can explain. Does the instrument playing a fa- 
vorite tune understand or even enjoy what it is playing? 


No, but you mysteriously do. 


Yet, despite any observation of the supernatural, 
such as an unexplained consciousness within our- 
selves, even seeing God would not be proof enough 


for some. 


Visual proofs would not be proofs because it can 
be argued that these visual proofs can be constructed 
in a way that appears to show a fact, but could actually 


contain errors. 
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For James 


For example, a straight line actually bends slightly 
which is unnoticeable until the entire scene is wholly 
viewed: A plumb and level line which appears straight, 
for example, will eventually end up bending around on 


itself if constructed on earth. 


Magic tricks could be another example. The vis- 
ual trick looks like something other than what it is. Vis- 


ual proofs, therefore, are of no proof at all.19 


The extreme “all you need is blind faith” is known 
as fideism; taken from the Latin word fidés. The oppo- 


site is to say there is no rational basis for faith. 


19 Seeing cannot be considered a mathematical formula, or al- 
cohol. But alcohol can make you see pink elephants. (I offer no 
proof of this statement, but | can show you “proof” on the 
bottle.) 
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For James 


A middle option called “inference to the best ex- 
planation” is used by scientists to explain something 
that isn't directly observed but is based on the things 
that have been observed. It is a way to know what is at 


the core of something by looking at what is around it. 


Using the same method, when you look at all the 
evidence from such things as biology, cosmology, hu- 
man consciousness, physics, and the testimonies of 
those having unusual encounters with some unex- 
plained phenomena there is a strong case for a belief 
in God. 


To say, “I’m only going to consider evidence that 
rules out the possibility of God” stifles the truth. One 
needs to follow all the evidence wherever it goes. In- 
stead of limiting the search, open up to all the possibili- 


ties. 
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For James 


Faith is not an answer as much as it is the thing 
that questions us. Questions can and should be a rea- 
son to strengthen faith. To be faithful is to be true to the 
trial. When one stops asking, they can no longer get 
any answers. Some of those answers to questions 


come quickly and some answers unfold over a lifetime. 


Faith, it turns out, is not clinging to an absence of 
truth, but faith is a forward-looking hope of truth as it 
will be revealed. Faith and reason are merely distin- 
guished by the different types of knowledge each pro- 


duces, which | will talk about later in this book. 


If you found white quartz rocks arranged to spell 
out “Welcome” in front of someone's house, how do 
you suppose those rocks got there? You might say, 
“The rocks just happened to be arranged that way as a 
result of an earthquake we had here two years ago.” 
You can’t totally rule that out. It could happen. Some- 
one else might say, “I think someone that resides there 


arranged them that way.” 
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For James 


Most people would accept that someone 
arranged the rocks into letters rather than by some co- 
incidence of nature. Why? Because most people 
wouldn't believe nature did it, but would believe 
someone set them up that way. With that in mind, one 
should ask themselves: “What makes the most sense?” 
The question of “most sense” would be a good one to 


keep in mind when exploring this book.2° 


20 William of Ockman was an Oxford philosopher who is often 
credited for Ockham’s Razor which states, "The best possible 
explanation for anything is always the least complicated.” 
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For James 


With only about 160,000 base pairs of DNA, the 
genome of Carsonella ruddi is less than half the size 
thought to be the minimum necessary for life. The hu- 
man genome, by comparison, contains about 3 billion 
DNA base pairs.21 However, people are not as compli- 
cated as other organisms on the planet. For example 
the marbled lungfish has 130 billion base pairs of DNA 
while the Japanese flower Paris japonica has 149 billion 
base pairs, making it almost 50 times the size of a hu- 


man genome.?2 


21 See https://www.livescience.com/1091-smallest-genome-liv- 
ing-creature-discovered.html for more details. 


22 See https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2010/10/scienceshot- 


biqgest-genome-ever for more details. What is termed as “junk 
DNA” accounts for much of this. “Junk DNA’ is not expressed 
physically but functions in regulatory and structural elements 
regulating the expression of the genes around them. 
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For James 


Neither are humans the top of the food chain. 
“We sit somewhere between pigs and anchovies” as 
reported by NPR.23 


Nor does man have the most sophisticated soci- 
eties. For example leaf-cutter ants live by farming, simi- 
lar to man, and live in colonies upwards of eight-million 
individuals with better organization than any human 


city with that many individuals.24 


23 This is based on the Trophic level index. See https://www.n- 
pr.org/sections/thesalt/2013/12/08/249227181/between-pigs- 
and-anchovies-where-humans-rank-on-the-food-chain for more 
details. 


24 See https://www.arenalrainforestproperties.com/ 


wildlife-3.html for more details. 
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For James 


We are not the only ones who make and use 
tools. Other animals use tools like we do. Chimpanzees 
make spears for hunting, use stone hammers, and 
make foraging tools. Crows make tools from twigs and 
feathers. There are many others that use tools such as 
orangutans, elephants, dolphins, sea otters, gorillas, 


octopuses, and macaques.25 


We don't have the biggest brain. A human has a 
three-pound brain, an elephant has a nine-pound 
brain, and a whale has a twenty-pound brain. And 
when you compare body size to brain mass we don't 
even have that beat. The tree shrew, and not humans, 


come out on top in that department.26 


25 See https://www.livescience.com/9761-10-animals-tools.htm| 


for more information. 


26 See https://www.brainfacts.org/brain-anatomy-and-function/ 


anatomy/2014/the-bigger-your-brain-the-smarter-you-are for 
more information. 
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But, humans are unique in this one thing: we are 
the only creature that worships. Why is it that mankind, 


and only mankind, wants to worship? 


Replacing popular religions, Christianity over- 
came mass skepticism and violent persecution to be- 
come the world’s most practiced religion numbering 
into the billions. Most atheists will tell you religion is dy- 


ing out. 


When you look at the actual numbers you will 
discover the opposite is true. Many religions are gain- 
ing in numbers and the Christian religions are the 
world’s largest religious group while atheists remain a 
minority.2”? Not only this, all types of religion seem to 
have more in common than not, such as their moral 


teachings. 


27 See https://www.thequardian.com/news/2018/aug/27/reli- 


gion-why-is-faith-growing-and-what-happens-next for more in- 
formation. 
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People Want to Worship: 


Throughout all ages people around the world 
and in every culture have voiced prayer requests as a 
means of spiritual expression. Abraham is considered, 
by many, to be the founding father of the Jews, Chris- 


tians, and Muslims all who believe in a living God. 


The Abrahamic religious group is the largest reli- 
gious group type.28 What should strike you as odd is 
how much the different types of religions are alike. If 
belief systems were truly random these different beliefs 
would have vast differences that looked like no other 
type of religion. Such is not the case. Other large reli- 


gions of note are as follows: 


28 See https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/what-are-the-abra- 


hamic-religions.html for more information. 
38 


For James 


The oldest known religions are the Hindu reli- 
gions.2? Hinduism is a British term for all the religions 
found on the Indian subcontinent. Hindu religions be- 
lieve in the way of love and devotion to a personal god. 
When you see the people of India wear red dots on 
their forehead, they are indicating their devotion to a 


deity. 


Persons of the Hindu faith turn to a personal deity 
in sincere faith. Then these personal gods forgive bad 
karma through grace so the person of faith can live 
with the personal god in one of their heavens which 
has a similar tone to the, “In my Father’s kingdom are 


many mansions” as quoted by Jesus in John 14:2-6. 


29 See https://www.history.com/topics/religion/hinduism for 


more information. 
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The Chinese call Confucius “Master Kong.”30 Mas- 
ter Kong believed in heaven, prayer, answers to prayers 
from heaven, and that men would receive their just re- 
wards based on their deeds. Master Kong sought con- 
stants in a world of change and decided faithfulness 


and sincerity held the power of transformation. 


The Dao?! is to practice virtue and never aban- 
don righteousness. Master Kong refused to be called a 
holy man and lamented his inabilities that reflected 
Paul's desperation as he cries out in Romans 7:19, “For 
the good that | would - | do not: but the evil which | 


would not, that | do.” 


30 His name was Kong Fuzi who taught that virtue and benevo- 
lence made a stable society. When Jesuit missionaries brought 
back his ideas to Europe they Latinized his name and called him 
Confucius. See https://www.ancientpages.com/2016/11/25/ 


master-kong-confucius-great-philosopher-and-teacher-of-all- 
teachers-ahead-of-his-time/ for more information. 


31 “The Way” 
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Buddha’s?2 search for truth and his willingness to 
forsake the world strikes a chord with those who rec- 
ognize the emptiness of a material world. Buddha’s 
morals are very similar to Christian morals. In Buddhism 
the highest level is the ultimate realization that the indi- 
vidual self is to be lost in the ocean of Ultimate One- 
ness similar to the Christian belief of becoming one 
with God.33 


32 Buddha means “Awakened One." See https://www.britanni- 


ca.com/biography/Buddha-founder-of-Buddhism for more in- 
formation. 


33 Some of these verses include: 1 Corinthians 6:17 “But he who 
is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with Him,” John 14:20 
“In that day you will know that | am in my Father, and you in me, 
and | in you,” and 2 Thessalonians 2:1-17 talks about “being 
gathered together to Him.” 
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Shinto means “the way of the gods”34 similar to 
Matthew 6:10 reminding us to do things on earth as it 
is in heaven. The gods here are called kami and are 
spirits that were created with the universe. Humans are 
also considered potential kami similar to Jesus saying 
his disciples “are gods” in John 10:34 referring to their 


importance in building His kingdom. 


What could explain people wanting to worship 
and how is it that these religions have many similar be- 
liefs rather than completely unlike beliefs? How is it that 
similar ideas keep showing up? For example: The be- 
lief in the afterlife and immortality is not a Christian 
idea that first showed up in the Bible. 


34 See https://www.ancient.eu/Shinto/ for more information. 
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The ancient Greek philosophers were the first to 
write down the idea of the soul’s immortality. In the 
Phaedo, Cebes says, “Your favorite doctrine, Socrates, 
that knowledge is simply recollection, if true, also nec- 
essarily implies a previous time in which we have 
learned that which we now recollect. But this would be 
impossible unless our soul had been in some place be- 
fore existing in the form of men; here then is another 


proof of the soul’s immortality.”35 


35 From the book “Dialogues of Plato” translated by Benjamin 


Jowett, Chicago: Encyclopedia Britannica: 1952, found on page 
228. 
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Socrates argued that our bodies are mortal be- 
cause they are made of perishable materials, but our 
souls are not subject to those constraints.3¢ On the 
other hand Jewish Sadducees were biblical literalists 
who rejected immortality based on what was said in the 


Torah, and not said in the Torah.37 


The Pharisees, on the other hand, were the intel- 
lectuals who made arguments beyond the literal text 
who said that since we were created in the image of 
God it was reasonable that we also shared in God's 


immortality.28 


36 See https://essay4you.net/blog/socrates-views-on-body-and- 


soul/ for more details. 


37 See https://www.jw.org/en/bible-teachings/questions/torah- 


pentateuch/ for more information on the Torah. 


38 For example Genesis 3:22 says, “Then the Lord God said, ‘Be- 


wm 


hold, the man has become like one of Us. 
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Another Question to Consider: How is it that we have 


morals and laws? 


| have standards and | try to live up to them but | 
always fall short. | claim reasons of accident, coinci- 
dence, forgetfulness, and many other things to explain 
my shortcomings. | guess you would think | was a good 


person from my outward habits. 


So far, | have never stepped out on my wife, but 
then | see a beautiful woman and realize | am an adul- 
terer in my heart. | have never taken a life in battle or 
on the street, but when someone makes me angry, | re- 


alize |am a murderer in my heart. 


| don't seek to take advantage of people, but 
then when | see someone with something | don’t have, 
| realize | am covetous. | don’t like to admit any of these 


dark shadows that dwell in the corners of my mind. 
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Imagine my horror in realizing that whatever evil 
has been done by others, | am also capable of doing. 
In addition to realizing | am potentially evil, | also real- 
ize |am deeply careless. | stagger, stumble, and fall in 
my walk. | say and do things | shouldn't, and | don’t say 
and do things | should. 


Once | went to a nice restaurant and my wife and 
| had a very nice meal. When the meal was all over, the 
waiter brought us a check and for some unexplained 
reason | picked up the folder with the bill inside and 
walked out of the restaurant. When | got to my car | 
went to get my keys out of my pocket and realized | 
had the unpaid bill in my hand. 


| walked inside only to see my table being 
cleaned and reset for the next guest. | was deeply em- 
barrassed but went to the front desk and explained my 
blunder. They were very kind and understanding even 


though | felt like a fool. 
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| don’t make excuses when | do something right, 
but only when | feel guilty for my sub-par behavior: “| 


totally spaced it! | really did!” 


Feeling crummy when | don’t live up to my expec- 
tations and standards reveals an inner moral compass. 
Where does this compass come from? My upbringing? 
If so, why is it so often-times good people come from 
bad blood, and evil people often come from a morally 
straight upbringing? Even one example does away with 
environmental conditioning as the only reason why we 


make the decisions we do. 


Having a moral compass should make us suspi- 
cious that there is something behind that moral com- 
pass. ls there something that is hidden behind what is 
outwardly observed? For example: we will not be able 
to find the building contractor by looking at a finished 
wall and roof of one of his buildings. Yet this contractor 


is the unseen something behind this visible structure. 
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Morality does not say: “Be truthful only when it 
benefits you” or “Only be kind to those who are in a 
position to help you.” True morality operates without 
those self-centered thoughts. Decisions of morality and 
immorality can only be done by people acting with in- 


tention. 


We don't consider natural disasters as crimes 
even when they create so much destruction and death. 
Animals and insects are not immoral when they eat 
their young, their siblings, or their mate. Predators are 
not wicked for stalking and killing their prey. Only hu- 
mans are considered moral agents that can have the 


titles of criminal, immoral, and wicked. 


If someone tells you: “Don't force your morals on 
me” they are, ironically, making a moral statement. It is 
believed by many that you can't legislate morality yet, 


all laws are moral judgements. 
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Even a speed limit is a moral judgement that mor- 
tal beings are more important than your right to drive 
recklessly fast. If | demand, “Don't force your morals on 
me” how can | pass any type of judgement on pe- 


dophiles or murderers? 


People like Richard Rorty believe that people 
should give up fundamental moral truths and that there 
is no such thing as right and wrong. Instead he preach- 
es that we should believe we are finite beings whose 
existence does not extend beyond the life we choose 


to live. 
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Ted Bundy believed this when he asked: “Why is 
it more wrong to kill a human animal than any other an- 


imal?”39 


If there is no God, then humans are mere animals, 
and there is no right or wrong behavior beyond trying 
to survive long enough to breed. Being in this condi- 
tion we should allow anyone to do anything, safety and 


civilization be damned. 


So, what makes it wrong for us to treat other ani- 
mals cruelly, whereas it is not wrong for other animals 
to be cruel? How can you say that humans must treat 
animals kindly but not demand the same of all animals? 


The answer is, because we are fundamentally different. 


39 Harry V. Jaffa made a taped statement given by Ted Bundy 
from prison to one of his surviving victims. A more complete 
quote goes as follows: “Why is it more wrong to kill a human an- 
imal than any other animal, a pig, or a sheep, or a steer? Is your 
life more to you than a hog's life to a hog?” See https://every- 
thing2.com/title/Ted+Bundy%2527s+defense+of+moral+sub- 
jectivism for more details. 
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Concern about the treatment of animals comes 
from something beyond that which is naturally ours; 
that something which is unseen from mere observation. 
Animals don't respect “animal rights” — we do! Ethical 
treatment of animals can only be explained through 
humans’ belief in a personal God, not outwardly ob- 


served. 


The ancient Hebrews worshipping the Living God 
were the first to have laws protecting animals. Animals 
were rested on the Sabbath.49 Animals were to be 


cared for.4! It was wrong to treat animals with cruelty.42 


40 Exodus 20:10 states, ”...You shall not do any work...nor your 
animals.” 


41 Proverbs 27:23 tells the Israelites to, “Know well the condition 
of your flocks, and give attention to your herds.” 


42 Proverbs 12:10 says, “Whoever is righteous has regard for the 
life of his beast” while Isaiah 40:11 says, “He will tend his flock 
like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will car- 
ry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.” 
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What if you were driving your car down a narrow 
alley and a little girl running after her kitten suddenly 
dashes in front of you? If the situation makes it so that 
one of them would be run-over, which one would you 
choose? Without God, who dies doesn't matter, be- 


cause they are both just different types of mammals. 


But, because we were created in the image of 
God, which one dies does matter. If there is no God, 
there is no such thing as lasting moral standards. If 
there are none of these types of moral standards, why 
should it bother you how people act? If there is nothing 
more than evolution, such things should NOT matter to 


us — but those things do matter! 
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People often want things not worth having, and 
there are things worth having that many do not want. 
When we don't have a relationship with God, we must 
have something to try and take the place of God, and 
false worship can be so easy to do. A person's god is 
whatever thing or being rules their attention: Their ad- 


diction, if you will. 


If a culture that did not know of cars, suddenly 
came here and noticed people working hard long 
hours to purchase a car just so they could spend hours 
washing, polishing, and otherwise maintaining it; and 
then spend all of their spare time looking at magazines 
with cars and spending good money to go to car- 
shows just so they could look at them with expressions 
of joy and excitement might rightly come to the con- 
clusion that these people worship cars. And they wor- 


ship these cars because cars are their god. 
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Anything or anyone can be a god. In Greco-Ro- 
man culture, emperors were literally the gods of the 
people.43 And since the emperor is a god, people had 


incense burned to their statues. 


Anyone who refused to burn incense to the em- 
peror’s statue was refusing to acknowledge his political 
authority. This was treason pure and simple.4*4 Heroes 
and champions were gods.*5 Anything that rules our 
life, or that we wind up worshipping becomes our god: 
the master of our attention. Yes, even doubt can be our 


god. 


43 See https://ancientromelive.org/becoming-a-god-the-deifica- 


tion-of-the-roman-emperor/ for more details. 


44 Taken from notes on “Why You Think the Way You Do,” by 
Glenn Sunshine as found at http://paulasay.indstate.edu/faith/ 
lesson1.doc. 


45 The book “The Roman Triumph” by Mary Beard explains the 
temporary godlike status of such heroes which usually lasted for 
the duration of parades and celebrations honoring them. 
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The Bible Problem 


Language is an abstract thing. Words represent 
ideas we have in our head. It is very imprecise at times 
and any discussion is limited by language. Since God is 
beyond the limits of the world He is also beyond the 
limits of the human tongue. This is the problem when 


we read the Bible. 


For example, when | read, “Heap hot coals upon 
his head”4¢ | am thinking to myself: “That person is go- 
ing to have further testimony brought against them, 
sending them further into hell.” As it turns out, that 
ohrase doesn’t mean that at all. It’s almost the oppo- 


site! 


46 This phrase is found in both the Old and New Testaments. 
See Proverbs 25:22 and Romans 12:20 as examples. 
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Apparently this was a saying well understood 
long ago which referred to a person publicly acknowl- 
edging they were wrong.4”7 The ancient Egyptians 
would get a piece of clay tile or clay bowl and puta 
piece of smoldering wood charcoal in the container 
and then put this vessel with the smoldering wood on 
their head. The smoldering wood was like a billboard 
on a busy street that says: “Sorry Karen, | promise never 


to do it again.” 


And even if you do have a basic understanding of 
how those around you communicate, you know they 
aren't being totally clear. | am reminded of the time 
when the followers of Plato gather to discuss: "What is 


a human being?” 


47 More detailed information can be found in the book, “The 


Theology of Paul the Apostle” by James Douglas Grant Dunn. 
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The only thing the followers of Plato could agree 
on was that, “A human being is a featherless biped.” 
Everyone seemed to agree until Diogenes the Cynic 
presented them with a live plucked chicken and loudly 


declared, "Behold! | present you with a human being!” 


To make matters even worse we come from a dif- 
ferent world than those who wrote the Bible. We do not 
share in their experiences nor do we understand the 
way they lived. Take the modern-day phrases “She's 
Hot!” and “He’s Cool!” These words have nothing to do 
with the temperature of the person referred to but, will 


people understand that 2000 years from now? 


To understand the words | write down you need 
to know how | see and understand things. The thing 
that really drives me bananas‘8 is when people try to 


put today’s standards on yesterday's history. 


48 Another phrase that won't be understood 2000 years from 


now. 
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When we read something from the near past or 
distant past we need to do our best to be aware of 
such things as local attitudes, their cultural idiosyn- 
crasies, their frame of reference, their historical back- 
ground, what is going on around them, who they are, 
and why one word is used above another so we can 


get the clearest picture possible.49 


The correct context is the context of the one who 
has done the writing, not the context of the one who is 
doing the reading. While we are reading we must do 
our best to properly interpret the context of the writing 
by also laying aside our biased beliefs, current life situ- 


ation, current cultural clashes, and personal opinions. 


4? Tetsuro Watsuji (1889-1960) taught that individuals can only 
be understood as expressions of their particular time, their rela- 
tionships, culture, and their social contexts. He calls these types 
of things their “climate." 
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You can’t properly understand the Bible when 
you are making it conform to your experiences and 
ideas that would be foreign to the biblical writers. 
Again, you must understand what was intended by the 
original writers, not what you would like the pages to 


say. 
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With this in mind | would like to remind everyone 
that, except for a few paragraphs in Exodus and 


Deuteronomy,°° the Bible was not written by God, but 


50 The Ten Commandments are called “The Ten Words" in the 
original Hebrew script according to Mark Rooker in his book 
“The Ten Commandments: Ethics for the Twenty-first Century” 
published in 2010. The Ten Commandments was reported to be 
personally written by the finger of God in stone. Copies of the 
Ten Commandments can be found in Exodus 20:2-17 and 
Deuteronomy 5:6-21. If you will read these different passages of 
scripture you will notice minor differences between the two as 
evidence of how man can change the things of God. You will 
also notice that it is most likely written in your native tongue and 
not Hebrew. 
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rather it was largely written by men inspired by God.°! 
Being a man, | am fairly certain there were a large 
number of disconnects as God communicated with the 
people of the Bible. As such, the Bible was written us- 


ing the understanding of men, not God. 


°1 The Catholic Church finally agreed on which writings should 
go into the Bible at the Council of Rome in 382 AD during the 
time of Pope Damasus. See https://cruxnow.com/faith/2015/11/ 
a-quick-history-of-the-catholic-church-and-the-bible/ for more 
information. The Catholic publication called “The Truth about the 
Catholics” has this to say: “There is a great deal of misconcep- 
tion about the Bible. Some people think that, in some way or 
another, it came to us just as it is from heaven. Others think that 
it was written by God Himself. Again some believe that it existed 
previous to the church and that the church rests upon its founda- 
tion. The Bible means a collection of books or volumes. Far from 
being the foundation of the church, it was the church that col- 
lected the volumes together and gave them to us as the Bible.” 
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The Bible was also written in a language that 
started out with a word bank of only about 8,000°2 dis- 
tinct words and combinations of words and variants of 
less than 20,000, so it is impossible to be as precise 
and as expressive as many modern languages having 
upwards of 500,000 words or more.53 Because of this, it 
was not likely that the people of the Bible could give 
any kind of a technical or scientific explanation for 


things. 


52 Strong's Dictionary by James Strong identifies 8,674 words in 
the Hebrew Bible. 


°3 According to https://www.dictionary.com/e/how-many- 


words-in-english/ the English language has 1 million distinct 
words. 
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People who stoop to theorizing the Bible as ex- 
posing The Ark of the Covenant as a stolen alien 
weapon and giant space aliens visiting primitive cul- 
tures are more interested in shocking and entertaining 
you than having you understand what the Bible is really 


saying. What we read into stuff has always amazed me. 


The people of the Bible wrote from their perspec- 
tive of what they knew from their own simple life and 
nothing more. They could not have comprehended the 
things we think about, and we do not comprehend 
things in the same way they did. The Bible was not writ- 
ten with our contemporary society in mind. The Bible 


was not written with our tastes and biases. 


The writers of the many scrolls of the Bible were 
in communication with their own type of people who 
understood things in a certain way that is foreign to 


modern readers. 
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The early church that was established in Rome 
picked out, from the hundreds of scrolls available, a 
few of the scrolls they liked and combined them in a 
bound library we call “The Bible.” Just because we can 
read the translation of these authors of the Bible 
doesn't mean we know where they were coming 


from.>4 


With all this in mind, does it surprise you that it 
drives me crazy that people want to take a spiritually 
interpretive work and try to read it literally and then 


expect it to be perfect? 


Take the phrase “living water” talked about in 
John 4:10. You might say, “Living water’ means the 
drink, you know...H2O.” Someone else says, “No, it is 
really referring to the sea of Galilee because of all 
those fish people eat.” Still another states: “It’s the spiri- 


tual purification of baptism.” 


°4 Another phrase that will have no logical meaning in 2000 
years. 
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If you take the spiritual writing of the Bible and try 
to interpret it with your own understanding rather than 
an open spiritual heart you will fail to understand the 
intent the Bible tries to put forth because of your 
flawed interpretations. Ultimately, the scriptures are 
primarily about God, not you. That's the problem, peo- 


ple make the Bible about their views. 


That has been the problem all along. Back before 
there were printing presses, people had to copy the 
Bible by hand, and every time they did, they either 
made mistakes or put down what they thought was a 
better way of phrasing it. Let me give you just one ex- 
ample of how people have changed the Bible over the 


years: 
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Ezekiel 1:1 starts out, “Now it came to pass in the 
thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the 
month, as | was among the captives by the river of 
Chebar, that the heavens were opened, and | saw vi- 
sions of God.” Notice that this verse is written in first 


person. 


Two verses down in Ezekiel 1:3 it says, “The word 
of the Lord came expressly unto Ezekiel the priest, the 
son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river 
Chebar; and the hand of the Lord was there upon him.” 
Notice that what is being written is now written in third 


person. 


The next verse of Ezekiel 1:4 goes, “And | looked, 
and behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, a great 
cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and the brightness was 
about it, and out of the midst thereof as the colour of 
amber, out of the midst of fire.” Notice how the verse 


switched back to first person. 
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This switching back and forth from first person to 
third person and then back to first person indicates at 
least two people are writing this. It appears to me that 
someone made an editorial note that later became 


verse three. 


Experts know that the Apostle Paul was a major 
contributor to the New Testament. They actually don’t 
know who wrote the other parts even though they are 
attributed to other people such as Matthew, Mark, 


Luke, and John.55 


So what does this all mean to a true seeker? Does 
this mean you can’t trust the Bible? No. What it means 
is that flawed people with experiences with a flawless 
heavenly presence wrote it, and flawed people are 
reading this holy writing and trying to understand it. 
You need to keep these flaw-ridden people in mind 


when exploring spiritual writings. 


55 See https://www.history.com/news/who-wrote-the-bible for 


more details. 
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All holy writings are like a map: they can be very 
helpful, but they are not the real thing. Today, we have 
things like e-maps that assist you with a pleasant 
sounding voice, but the traditional map is paper, and 


colored ink that gives you an idea of what is out there. 


However, neither of these types of maps are the 
actual roads, fields, streams, nor the mountains you 
want to get to. To get anywhere that you have never 
been before you need some sort of map. But the map 


is not the destination. 


The Bible is a map. It tells you that God is out 
there and men have had experiences with Him, but the 
Bible is not the infallible, perfect, and the all-knowing 
thing that you are looking for. We worship God, not the 
Bible. 
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The Bible can give us valuable insight about start- 
ing our trip in developing a relationship with God. That 
relationship with God should be our destination. You 
can have the same experience, just like those people 
talked about in the Bible who were touched by God, 
but you have to actually start on that trip rather than 


just reading about it. 
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Darwin 


Charles Robert Darwin5¢ was born on February 
12, 1809, but already his family was steeped in the idea 
of evolution. Erasmus Darwin’, Charles's grandfather, 
had already proposed evolutionary theories to the sci- 
entific community in his book “Zoonomia’>’ where he 
said, “All warm-blooded animals have arisen from one 


living filament.” 


Charles Darwin's theory began with the observa- 
tion that variation exists and no two things are identical. 
The next observation was that living things competed 


with each other in order to survive. 


56 See https://www.notablebiographies.com/Co-Da/Darwin- 


Charles.html for more information on the life of Charles Darwin. 


57 See https://victorian-era.org/erasmus-darwin-biography.htm| 


for more information on Erasmus Darwin. 


58 The complete title was, “Zoonomia or, The Laws of Organic 
Life,” This was a two-volume work of 1794-1796. 
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In 1844 Darwin wrote, “Vestiges of the Natural 
History of Creation” which widened public interest in 
the concept of transmutation of species that evolved 
from the simple to the more complex over time. By 
1859 he had expanded this idea with the book, “On 
the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection, or 
the Preservation of Favored Races in the Struggle for 
Life” which | will just call “The Origin of Species” from 


here on. 


In 1871 Charles Darwin published another book 
called “The Descent of Man” which outlined his theory 


that man had a common ancestor with the apes.°? 


°? Darwinists and believers both see humans as amazing. Their 
only argument is whether we are accidentally or intentionally 
amazing. The difference between believers and non-believers is 
that the person looking back at them in the mirror is seen as a 
creature one step from God as opposed to seeing a creature 
one step from the ape. 
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When people say that evolution®? is a change- 
over-time there is no controversy because we see that 
even in individual organisms. For example: an infant 
becomes a child and then an adult. The controversy 
begins when you say, “All living organisms have a 


common ancestor.” 


The theory of evolution says plants and animals 
have always changed, are changing, and will continue 
to change throughout all generations. Newer genera- 
tions are more complex and more efficient than older 
generations by adding or eliminating certain parts. This 


idea includes the following three things: 


1. Living things change which produce descendants 


with new characteristics. 


2. This process produced all things that have ever 


lived including those extinct species. 


60 Evolution means: An orderly development. 
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3. These living things are related to each other and 
can be grouped as such. The biological classifica- 
tions are: species, genus, family, order, class, phy- 
lum, and kingdom. Man is sapiens, homo, ho- 
minids, primates, mammals, chordates, and ani- 


mals. 
The evidence for evolution includes: 


1. | Organisms vary and change. For example when 
you have a litter of puppies they all have different 
variations. Dogs have also been bred to have par- 


ticular characteristics. 


2. Fossils observations such as observing fossilized 
seaweed at lower levels of strata and fossilized 
land based plants at higher levels of strata. These 
fossils show a variation in complexity in both 


plants and animals at these different levels. 
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3. Embryology or how living things develop. All 
creatures appear to have similar development cy- 
cles which look like each other. Heart develop- 
ment, for example, pretty much looks alike no 


matter what animal they are in. 


4. Comparative anatomy show similar structure be- 
tween creatures. For example the arm of a man, 
leg of a reptile, and the wing of a bird all have 
similar arrangements of bone, muscle, blood flow, 


and nerves. 


5. Geographic distribution shows that all lands may 
have birds but they have different kinds of birds. 
This variation in birds illustrates that, as they lived 
separately from each other and in different envi- 
ronments, they developed different kinds of char- 


acteristics. 


The unsolved problems concerning this theory of evo- 


lution includes such things as: 
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The causes of variations can be created in a num- 
ber of ways such as chemically or by radiation 


which are not related to the theory of evolution. 


ll. | Natural selection is not fully understood in sci- 


ence. 


Il. Many evolutionary links are missing and many so 
called links are still around without any apparent 


change from their fossil records. 


We will look at these proposed evidences and un- 


solved problems on the following pages. 
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7. Variation 


The idea that monkeys typing at random will 
eventually produce literature is often attributed to 
Thomas Huxley, a 19th-century scientist who supported 
Charles Darwin's theories of evolution. Random chance 
in creating DNA code is like writing a book by throwing 


Scrabble letters onto the floor.®! 


The chance of a sonnet®2 being written in this way 
would be ten with one-hundred and twenty-five zeros 
after it¢3 to one. That comparison is for only one protein 


molecule. 


61 This can also be described as the infinite monkey theorem 
where an infinite number of monkeys in an infinite amount of 
time pounds on an infinite number of keyboards to produce a 
sonnet. For the results of an actual test go to https:// 
www.wired.com/2003/05/monkeys-dont-write-shakespeare/, 


62 A sonnet is a poem with 14 lines. 


63 Odds are 1X10125 to 1. 
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Just to give you a comparison: all the protons, 
neutrons, and electrons in the universe’s number has 
eighty zeros after it.64 Yet every time the man on the 
street is interviewed he thinks, given enough time, the 


monkeys will be able to type the works of Shakespeare. 


The odds of producing the lengthy works of 
Shakespeare by chance are ten with twelve million ze- 
ros after it¢5 to one. Odds of producing human DNA, 
which is infinitely more complicated than Shakespeare, 


is nil. 


64 Number of elemental particles in the universe are 3.28 X 1080, 
See https://www.popularmechanics.com/space/a27259/how- 
many-particles-are-in-the-entire-universe/ for more details. 


6° That is 1X 1012,000,000 to 1: Odds that are “so mind-boggling- 
ly small that it is never going to happen.” See https://wmbriggs.- 
com/post/2409/ for more details. Preconceived ideas can help 
us ignore the facts: “Since | don’t want to accept the idea of 
God, | believe the impossible odds of life arising from sponta- 
neous generation where the laws of nature don't apply.” 
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The odds are just too low for this to happen by 
chance, so some people have tried to even the odds 
with a multiverse theory® to give them an infinite 
number of possibilities. Out of the concept of a multi- 


verse, string theory®’ arises. 


Because string theory is not testable’ or based 
on any type of observation, this theory is not true sci- 


ence. String theory is pseudoscience.6? 


66 A term coined by William James in 1895. 


67 The idea of string theory developed in the 1970s was that all 
fundamental particles and energies are one-dimensional vibrat- 
ing strings so small we can’t tell that they are not what we actual- 
ly see. 


68 See “Is String Theory Testable?” at httos://www.math.colum- 
bia.edu/~woit/wordpress/?p=533 for more details. 


6? Beliefs claiming to be both factual and scientific but are in- 
compatible with the scientific method. 
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There is not even one shred of evidence for string 
theory. It is just a hopeful idea. Allen Sandage’”° stated: 
“The world is too complicated in all its parts and inter- 


connections to be due to chance alone."71 


70 American astronomer who determined accurate values for 
the Hubble constant, determined the age of the universe, and 
discovered the first quasar. 


7V Ind. Lightman and R. Brawer’s 1990 book, “Origins: The Lives 
and Worlds of Modern Cosmologists.” When asked whether it is 
possible to be a scientist and a Christian, Allen Sandage replied, 
"Yes. The world is too complicated in all its parts and intercon- 
nections to be due to chance alone. | am convinced that the ex- 
istence of life with all its order in each of its organisms is simply 
too well put together." 
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Variation is In The Beginning, Not The End 


Duplicating what's there is another problem, be- 
cause when you copy something, it doesn’t change 
into something else. This fact dooms evolution and 
Darwin's idea of “The Origin of Species” because no 
one can show how a duplicated gene can develop 
some new function leading to more complicated crea- 
tures. What is being said is: variation by chance is an 
impossibility. You may ask, “What then causes variation 


in organisms?” 


In a short amount of geological time, without 
previous ancestors, a large variety of complex creatures 
appeared in the rock strata. Take for example the trilo- 
bite,”2 which suddenly showed up fully formed at the 
beginning of the Cambrian explosion and remained 


unchanged through millions of years. 


72 See https://www.fossilera.com/pages/about-trilobites for 


more details. 
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This contradicts Darwinism, which predicts a 
change in organisms over time. PhD Jonathan Wells73 
stated: “If you consider all of the evidence, Darwin's 
tree is false as a description of the history of life. I'll 
even go further than that: it’s not even a good hypoth- 


esis at this point.” 


Another nail in the coffin of “chance variation” is 
the carefully balanced functions of the body. Take the 
regulation of blood clotting’”4 for example. If the clot 
forms in the wrong area of the organism, it dies. If the 
clot isn't thick and spread out enough, the organism 


dies. If clotting isn’t quick enough, the organism dies. 


73 See https://jonathanwells.org for more information on 
Jonathan Wells. 


74 See https://biologysir.com/clotting-process-of-blood-and-its- 


mechanism/ for more information on blood clotting. 
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How is it that the clotting system has such amaz- 
ing balance and precision? As stated in the above title 
starting this section,’5 the organism has to start out that 
way or the organism could not develop because the 
organism would die off before it could reproduce. The 
gradual approach proposed by Darwin is a leaking 


bucket that doesn’t hold water.76 


79 "Variation is In The Beginning, Not The End” 


76 Like the inability to clot doesn’t hold blood. 
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2. Fossils and Geographic Distribution 


Darwin knew his theory was not supported by 
physical evidence of fossil finds at the time he was writ- 
ing his book, but he believed new discoveries would 
support his theory. The discoveries he was hoping for 


never showed up. 


Darwin's theory states a gradual change over 
time. However, fossil records show life began suddenly 
as a “Biological Big-Bang.””” Paleontologists call this 
the “Cambrian Explosion”’8 where most of the major 


animal phyla7? still in existence today first appeared. 


77 See https://www.thefreelibrary.com/ 


Siberian+rocks+clock+biological+big+bang.-a014391169 for 
further information. 


78 See https://www.britannica.com/science/Cambrian-explosion 
for more information. 


7? Those that did not go extinct. 
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These fossilized animals are fully developed and 
appeared all of a sudden in what paleontologists have 
called the single most spectacular phenomenon of the 


fossil record.80 


80 See https://archaeology-world.com/400-million-year-old- 


hammer-discovered-in-texas-the-london/ and https://mysteri- 
ousuniverse.org/2018/1 1/strange-cases-of-impossible-fossils/ 
for interesting reads. 
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Radiometric techniques8! have been used to 
more accurately create a time frame of the Cambrian 
explosion.82 If you were to take the billions of years 
since the earth was formed and compress that time 
into a twenty-four hour period the Cambrian explosion 
would be minutes rather than the twenty-four hour time 


period Darwin would have predicted. 


The archaeopteryx was found in a German quarry 
in 1861 and was presented as a half-bird, half-reptile 
link between bird and dinosaur. It turns out this is not 
the case. Archaeopteryx is not an ancestor of any mod- 
ern bird, but a member of a totally extinct group of 
birds. 


81 See https://courses.lumenlearning.com/cuny-lehman-geo/ 


chapter/radiometric-dating-methods/ to give you an idea how 
this works. 


82 The Cambrian explosion is hardly what | would call an “explo- 
sion” as it lasted 53 million years. However, in terms of the age 
of the earth the Cambrian explosion is considered a short 
amount of time. 
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Fossils that look more like reptilian ancestors of 
birds occur tens of millions of years later in the fossil 
records and older and more developed birds were un- 


covered in China, Mongolia, and Argentina.83 


Another intriguing fossil is the Java man. Parts of 
the Java man®4 were found by Eugene Dubois in 1890 
and 1891 which he claimed were “the missing link” be- 


tween ape and man. 


Dubois refused to let anyone examine his finds 
for over thirty years. Because of his secretive behavior 
and because Java man consists of nothing more than a 
skullcap, a thigh bone, and teeth found separately over 
many-a-moon numerous scientists at the time consid- 


ered Java man a hoax. 


83 See section entitled “Dethroned as first bird” at https:// 
www.livescience.com/24745-archaeopteryx.html. 


84 See https://www.britannica.com/topic/Java-man for more in- 


formation. 
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The conclusion that Java man is “the missing link” 
is very similar to trying to reconstruct a book using a 
few random torn out pages you found lying around. 
Java man is an example of how Darwinists assume the 
theory of evolution, and then they plug the fossils into 
their paradigm where they seem to fit. This makes Dar- 
winism appear as a materialist philosophy masquerad- 


ing as science. 
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3. | Embryology and Comparative Anatomy 


The November 1996 issue of Life magazine®5 
made the statement that the lines in the neck area of a 
growing fetus were “something very much like gills” 
which is “some of the most compelling evidence of 
evolution.” But, like the Java man,® that's reading evo- 


lution back into the evidence. 


85 The article starts on page 38 and is entitled “Discovery: Prena- 
tal Pictures of Different Species Provide New Insight into What It 
Means to Be One of Us.” 


86 After all, look at all the men who turn back into apes on Friday 
night. There’s proof right there that they are getting back to their 
ancestral genetic roots. 
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Before the Life magazine article was even pub- 
lished it was known these gill-like lines are superficial. 
Ahead of the published article in Life, British embryol- 
ogist Lewis Wolpert, stated: “The resemblance is only 
illusory.”87 Commonality is more of a common visual 


pattern rather than a common ancestor. 


Haeckel’s embryos®8 are said to favor Darwin's 
theory that all organisms share a universal ancestor be- 
cause of the mistaken belief that common looks are 
due to a common link. But if you look at actual pho- 
tographs alongside Haeckel’s drawings you would see 


they don’t even have a common look. 


87 See page 185 of "The Triumph of the Embryo” Oxford Univer- 
sity Press, Oxford, 1993 edition by Lewis Wolpert. This is written 
in layman’s terms and is easier than a textbook to read. 


88 See “Haeckel’s Embryos: Images, Evolution and Fraud” by 
Nick Hopwood. Information can be found at https:// 
press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/H/ 
bo18785800.html. 
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Haeckel’s first step in misleading people was to 
sift out embryo examples that best fit his theory. 
Haeckel then used doctored drawings of fetuses of 
these different species. In other words: he faked his 
findings. Biologists know that embryos are not similar 
in early stages, but Haeckel’s fakes are still used to try 


to prove evolution. 
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4. Beginnings 


Despite any problems that the theory of evolution 
has a hard time explaining, let us suppose that none of 
these problems exist and indeed, things change over 
time to more complex forms of life. Just answer one 


simple question: “How did it all begin?” 


Chemical compatibility and self-ordering tenden- 
cies can be seen in nature all the time. Salt which forms 


highly ordered patterns is a good example. 
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Snowflakes form beautifully ordered patterns.89 
However, amino acids don’t order themselves in the 
same way as mineral crystals and snowflakes. If they 
could self-organize in this way they would not be able 
to yield a genetic code because the code would form 
in a regular pattern, and you need irregularity to form 


complex coded messages. 


8? Ordered patterns as an explanation of evolution is a misdirec- 
tion based on a mistaken idea. Here is a simplified illustration of 
a misdirection based on a mistaken idea: Ralph Waldo Emerson 
is falsely attributed as saying: “Never lose an opportunity to see 
anything that is beautiful; for beauty is God’s handwriting.” But 
when you actually look into it, this is a false misdirection of cred- 
it. The quote was actually written by Parson Lot (Charles Kings- 
ley) in a 284 page book called “Politics For The People” dated 
May 6, 1848. To see, go to page five at https://books.google.- 
com/books? 
id=O0cA4AgAQAAMAAJ&Qg=%22fairt+face%22&hl=en#v=onepage 
&Q=%22Beauty%20is%20God's%20hand-writing%22&f=false to 
read the quote by the actual author. Then think about how this 
applies to the actual author of life, rather than the falsely at- 
tributed source. Actually look into it. 
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Forming a regular pattern in a genetic code 
would be like me handing you an instruction manual 
that says: “the-the-the-the-the-the...” And that’s a prob- 
lem for evolutionists because the laws of nature, by de- 
finition, have regular repetitive patterns. So, the forces 
of nature do produce order, but they can’t manufacture 


information.?0 


The ability of the cell to build functional proteins 
depends on the precise sequential arrangement of the 
bases in DNA. These sequences or arrangements cre- 
ate a specific effect. Redundant or mere complexity is 
common in nature, but specific complexity is unknown 
except in DNA, RNA, and proteins. Crystals are not 
complex, and polymers are not specific. Human tech- 
nology, such as art, machinery, writing, and so forth are 


both specific and complex. 


20 To learn more about how nature follows mathematical pat- 


terns go to https://www.fi.edu/math-patterns-nature for more 
details. 
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| once sat near a guy on a plane. He had a laptop 
PC he was typing on. We struck up a conversation. He 
brought up the point that we weren't very well de- 
signed because of chance occurrences brought about 


by nature. | said, “Your laptop isn’t a good design.” 
He said, “It's the top of the line!” 


| said, “The screen is too small, the keyboard isn't er- 
gonomically designed, and the memory probably is 


not as big as it could be.” 


He said, “If it had all that, | wouldn't be able to take it 


with me.” 


“Exactly!” | said. “If you took away one problem another 


would appear. It is the same way with us.” 
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All design requires compromise. But, the impor- 
tant part is: It's designed! Henry Petroski?! said it this 
way on page 30 in his book “Invention by Design”:92 
"All design involves conflicting objectives, and hence 
compromise and the best designs will always be those 


that come up with the best compromise.” 


71 An American engineer who specialized in failure analysis. 
Henry Petroski is a professor at Duke University. See https:// 
cee.duke.edu/faculty/henry-petroski for more information. 


22 The full title of the book is “Invention by Design: How Engi- 


neers Get from Thought to Thing” published by Harvard Univer- 
sity Press in 1996. 
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On page 245 of biologist Franklin Harold’s book 
“The Way of the Cell’%3 reads: “Cell components as we 
know them are so thoroughly integrated that one can 
scarcely imagine how any one function could have 


arisen in the absence of others.”%4 How does a single 


23 The full title is: “The Way of the Cell: Molecules, Organisms, 
and the Order of Life” printed by Oxford University Press 2001 


74 & more complete quote goes as follows: “Cell components as 
we know them are so thoroughly integrated that one can scarce- 
ly imagine how any one function could have arisen in the ab- 
sence of the others. Genetic information can only be replicated 
and read out with the aid of enzyme proteins, which are them- 
selves specified by those same genes. Energy is harnessed by 
means of enzymes whose production requires energy input. 
Darwinian evolution is at bottom the struggle among individuals 
defined by cell membranes, yet how could membranes and 
transport catalysts arise without genes, proteins and energy?” 
Dr. Harold comes to this conclusion on page 251: “It would be 
agreeable to conclude this book with a cheery fanfare about sci- 
ence closing in, slowly but surely, on the ultimate mystery; but 
the time for rosy rhetoric is not at hand. The origin of life ap- 
pears to me is incomprehensible as ever, a matter of wonder but 
not for explication.” 
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cell smaller than a speck of dust have as much informa- 


tion as a Supercomputer? 


The answer for this vast amount of information for 
life in such a tiny space is a befuddlement. Creating life 
is not as simple as: “First you put a seed in the ground, 


water it, and let the sun do the rest.” 


Evolutionists claim a prebiotic soup” created life. 
For this to happen you would need to have all the in- 
gredients in the proper proportions adding them in the 
right sequence at the right time, but you would also 
need to arrange each part in a very specific configura- 


tion in order to perform a biological function. 


95 Proposed by Alexander I. Oparin in 1924 and John Burdon 
Sanderson Haldane in 1929 and comes from the idea the An- 
cient Greeks had that living beings come from inanimate materi- 
als. This is also known as spontaneous generation. 
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If this prebiotic soup really existed on the earth it 
would be rich in amino acids which are full of nitrogen. 
But, when geologists examine the earliest sediments of 


earth they don't find large amounts of nitrogen. 


They find a very low percentage. The most easily 
grown weeds need over 66 times the amount they are 
finding. For optimum plant growth you need 400 times 
the percent they are finding. For prebiotic soup you 
need many more times what is needed for optimum 
plant growth and the amount of nitrogen needed just 


isn't there.76 


96 To learn more about nitrogen found in the earth see, “Nitro- 
gen in rock: Occurrences and biogeochemical implications” 
Global Biogeochemical Cycles, Vol. 16 No. 4 at https://agupub- 
s.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1029/2002GB001862 by J. 
M. Holloway and R.A. Dahlgren. 
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Smart and Haldane’ stated that self-reproduc- 
tion has never been shown to arise from natural means 
from a material base. So, how did a natural material 


base create self-reproducing human beings? 


The 1953 Stanley Miller experiment?’ passed 
electricity through gasses and material to make fibers 
of amino acids which are the building blocks for pro- 
teins. The claim, at the time, is that this experiment du- 
plicated primitive earth conditions even though no one 


actually knows what these conditions were. 


97 Taken from the 2003 edition of “Atheism and Theism” by J. J. 
C. Smart and J. J. Haldane. John Jamieson Carswell ‘Uack” Smart 
was a professor of philosophy at the Australian National Univer- 
sity. See more information about “Jack” at https://www.informa- 
tionphilosopher.com/solutions/philosophers/smart/. John Hal- 
dane was a professor of philosophy at Baylor University, in Texas. 
See http://johnhaldane.org/about-john-haldane/ for more in- 
formation about John Haldane. This second site is not secure. 


98 To learn more about the experiment go to https://science.sci- 


encemag.org/content/300/5620/745.full for more information. 
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In the 1974 book titled “The Origin of Life and 


Evolutionary Biochemistry”9? shows Miller wasn't even 


99 This book is 471 pages with 42 chapters. Noteworthy chapters 
include: Chapter 1 “A. |. Oparin and the Origin of Life” by S. W. 
Fox; “Amino Acids and Carbohydrates in Precambrian Rocks” by 
|. A. Egorov; Chapter 15 “Photochemical Formation of Organic 
Compounds from Mixtures of Simple Gases Simulating the Primi- 
tive Atmosphere of the Earth” by Wilhelm Groth; Chapter 26 
“Amino and Fatty Acids in Carbonaceous Meteorites” by K. A. 
Kvenvolden; Chapter 32 “Sedimentary Minerals under Reducing 
Conditions” by L. E. Orgel; Chapter 36 “Photosynthesis and 
Some Problems of Evolution of Biological Systems” by A. B. Ru- 
bin; Chapter 37 “The Oparin Theory and Some Problems of Evo- 
lution of Bioenergetic Systems” by B. A. Rubin, and the conclud- 
ing Chapter “Oparin and the Origin of Life: Cosmological Consid- 
erations” Among other things this chapter points out: “He 
(Alexander I. Oparin) recognized very early that the panspermia* 
hypothesis really offers no solution to the origin of the ‘life’ prob- 
lem, although it could, in principle, contribute to the question of 
the origin of life on earth.” Referring to primitive strata the chapter 
goes on to say: "Carbon on the earth surface (was in a) complete- 
ly oxidized form, thereby virtually incapable of further chemical 
transformation.” The chapter essentially says that since the build- 
ing blocks to create life were not found on earth these building 
blocks must have come from space. 

*Panspermia, from Ancient Greece, means “All seed” and 
is the theory that microorganisms came from space-bodies which 
includes the idea that spacecraft may have brought them if they 
visited the earth. 
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close. 


When you repeat Miller’s experiment with more 
realistic conditions you don't get amino acids, but you 
do get chemicals which destroy proteins necessary for 
life. Even if you could duplicate amino acids without 
chemicals that would destroy them, making even the 
most primitive life form from these organic materials is 
insurmountable. Jonathan Wells1°° compares attempt- 
ing to make primitive organisms to trying to get a rock 


to fall upwards to hit the moon. 


100 Dr. Wells is a research biologist who has written many books. 
Dr. Well’s 2017 book “Zombie Science” shows how evolutionary 
theory “though empirically dead” continues to stalk scientific 
and educational institutions. See https://jonathanwells.org for 
more information on Jonathan Wells. 
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According to Walter Bradley,'°! chemical affinity, 
deep-sea ocean vents, random chance, seeding from 
space, self-ordering tendencies, and using clay to en- 
courage prebiotic chemicals to assemble go nowhere 


and don't hold up to scientific investigation. 


To have cell division you need DNA that is full of 
data, the messenger RNA, and specific proteins. But 
ahead of all of that, you have got to have a reduplicat- 
ing cell before you can even hope that some force will 


cause change in it. 


Think of a simple hinge with just two plates and a 
pin to hold the plates together. If you take one of these 
parts away the hinge doesn't become less efficient or 


squeak. Instead the hinge doesn’t work at all. 


101 Dr. Bradley taught at Texas A&M University for 24 years. He 
later became the Distinguished Professor of Engineering at Bay- 
lor University and has published 140 articles and book chapters. 
He co-authored “The Mystery Of Life’s Origin: Reassessing Cur- 
rent Theories” in 1984 with R. L. Thaxton and W. L. Olsen. 
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And you cannot just have the three parts, but they 
must match and have the right dimensional association 
with each other. With evolution you have more of a 
problem than just how the hinge is put together. Since 
evolution does not start with a completed hinge, nature 
has to start with the ore to make it. How do you get 
from the ore state to the part state let alone to the 


working useful state? 


Take a live example from nature: the propeller- 
like flagella of bacteria.1°2 You can see how the flagella 
works and a bacteriologist can explain everything 
about it, but nobody can explain how this propulsion 


system could have gradually appeared. 


102 See https://microbeonline.com/bacterial-flagella-structure- 


importance-and-examples-of-flagellated-bacteria/ for the draw- 
ing and animated illustration of how the flagella operates. 
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The drawing of the flagella looks like a machine 
composed of many distinct parts. This motor is much 
more complicated than the three parts described in the 
previous hinge example. The flagellum propeller spins 
up to 1,660 rounds per second (RPS)!93 and then stops 
within a quarter of a turn before the flagella can spin in 


the opposite direction just as fast. 


103 Highest observed recorded speed at 35 degrees Celsius 
under the “Dynamics of Bacterial Swimming” section found at 


https://www.cell.com/biophysj/pdf/S0006-3495(95)80089-5.pdf. 
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5. Human Reasoning and Evolution 


Except for man, no animal on the planet wonders, 
"What does it mean to say there is a God?” “Will there 
be an afterlife?” It should strike you as odd that we 
should have these types of abstract ideas that cannot 


be directly experienced.1% 


If animals, as a rule, have not developed a high 
sense of compassion, reason, and empathy, the ques- 
tion arises as to why we have those traits. Evolution isn’t 
as much the survival of the fittest as much as it is the 
survival of the good enough to survive the day. If the 
lack of these uniquely human traits in other animals is 
missing, what forces pressured our ancestors to devel- 


op those cognitive traits? 


104 This idea is based on those of Martin Heidegger 
(1889-1970) who studied to be a priest before circumstances 
forced him to join as a member of the Nazi party in the 1930s. 
He was friends with Werner Heisenberg. 
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Chimps and bonobos get along fine. Their high- 
est cognitive achievement of wriggling termites out of 
a hill with a stick is good enough. If it's good enough 
for those apes, it should be good enough for us. |n- 
stead we are exceptional in compassion, empathy, and 
reason. Rather than believing we evolved exceptionally, 
our incredible capacities point to us being created ex- 


ceptionally beyond what is needed. 


If evolutionary selection is all there is to life, then 
such things as all our unrewarded ethical behavior, 
charity of living creatures, morals of giving without tak- 
ing, and theoretical reasoning make no sense because 
they go beyond helping us survive for reproduction. 
The only thoughts that would make sense are the ones 
useful in surviving and creating an evolutionary advan- 
tage. If that is so, then reasoning can only determine 
what is useful in generating more people and would 
almost be useless in finding anything beyond a good 


pick-up line. 
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So the persistent question is: How do you get a 
living being that can think and feel out of primal muck 
that doesn't live, think, or feel? How about panpsy- 
chism?19 In that way it is no longer just muck, but 
something with mental abilities as well as physical 
properties at the same time. Despite the obvious 
abandonment of scientific reasoning, panpsychism still 
doesn’t answer the question of where these mental 
properties found in things, such as muck, come from in 


the first place. 


105 Panpsychism is the view that mentality is fundamental and 
ubiquitous in the natural world. For a detailed explanation go to 
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/panpsychism/ for more de- 
tails. 
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For James 


When the French philosopher René Descartes 
began to doubt what he was thinking, he then realized 
his doubts were his assurance of reality. His famous 
saying, “Cogito ergo sum”1°% can be translated as, “! 
think, therefore | am.” Things like doubt, ideas, and self- 
awareness are hard to explain even when they are real- 
ized. Things like books are highly arranged, designed, 
and can convey grand ideas yet no book can think or 
doubt. 


106 Literally in Latin: “Think, therefore, to be.” This answered the 
test of Descartes methodic doubt of existence. René Descartes, 
Immanuel Kant, and Gottfried Leibniz believed in “a priori” (Latin 
for, “From the former”) that is: theoretical deduction (often called 
innate knowledge). René Descartes said our knowledge of our 
existence is through direct intuition not logical argument. While | 
might be unsure that those around me think, or exist, | can't be 
unsure about myself existing. See https://www.britannica.com/ 


topic/cogito-ergo-sum for more information. 
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For James 


If someone said to you: “You can't see!” you 
might either doubt what they are saying or you would 
reason they are speaking metaphorically. Daniel Den- 
nett107 is quoted as saying that, “The mind is the brain” 
as a basis for identity theory.198 But does that statement 
hold up? 


107 A prominent atheist. 


108 |dentity theory is a view of modern Materialism that claims 
the mind and matter are just different expressions of a single re- 
ality with such statements as: “Thought is reducible to motion in 
the brain.” See https://www.britannica.com/topic/identity-theory 
for more details. 
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For James 


The Gottfried Leibniz’ test119 can be satisfied in 


this statement: “If two things are identical, then every- 


10? Born July 1, 1646, he was a pioneer in differential calculus. 
Great thinkers of the twentieth century were intrigued by Got- 
tfried Wilhelm Leibniz’s description of space and time as a sys- 
tem of relationship rather than the absolutes of traditional New- 
tonian physics. This led to the idea of relativity. Around 1672 
Gottfried Leibniz invented a calculator that performed addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, and division. He was an avid philoso- 
pher and in 1676 he improved the ontological argument which 
reflected on the reality of God. See https://plato.stanford.edu/ 
entries/leibniz/ for more information. 


110 Known as Leibniz's test, Leibniz's rule, or the Leibniz criterion 
and involves a mathematical analysis, where the alternating se- 
ries test is the method used to prove that an alternating series 
with terms that decrease in absolute value is a convergent series. 
See https://socratic.org/calculus/tests-of-convergence--diver- 
gence/alternating-series-test-leibniz-s-theorem-for-conver- 
gence-of-an-infinite-series for details on the Leibniz test. 
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For James 


thing that is true of the first will also be true of the sec- 


ond."111 


When we look at the concept of privacy, inten- 
tion, and other types of thought we see that those 
things are true for mental states but not for brain states, 
which means the “the mind is the brain” theory doesn’t 


measure up to the Leibniz’s Logic of Identity test. 


111 Also can be referred to as "The Logic of Identity.” Usually the 
Logic of Identity is defined as the equivalence relation satisfying 
Leibniz’s Law, the principle of the indiscernibility of identicals, 
that if x is identical with y then everything true of x is true of y. 
See https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/identity/ for more de- 
tailed information. 
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For James 


We cannot assume the brain causes mental activi- 


ty, but rather, the brain is an instrument for the mind.112 


Does the car radio make music? No! The car ra- 
dio is a receiver and broadcaster of the music. If the car 
radio is broken, does that mean the music doesn’t ex- 
ist? The music does exist, but the music is not being re- 


ceived and broadcast within the car. 


Another example might be: homes are not 
caused by wood, but they are caused by the contractor 


who put up the home with wood. 


112 There is a mismatch between physical science and conscious 
experience. Thomas Hobbes made no attempt as to how the 
mind can be explained. David Chalmers referred to it as, "The 
hard problem of consciousness.” See https://plato.stanford.edu/ 
entries/hobbes/ for more information on Thomas Hobbes. “The 
Hard Problem of Consciousness” can be viewed at https:// 


iep.utm.edu/hard-con/. 
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For James 


If the mind is independent of our physical being 
we would be able to claim something about our con- 
sciousness that is not true of our physical brain. For ex- 
ample, we do a lot of things we describe as 


mindless.113 


My wife told me recently that she remembered 
picking up our trash to take out to the dumpster before 
she drove to an appointment. To save some steps she 
put the trash bag in the car with her. When she got to 
her appointed place she remembered the trash bag 


and turned to look at it. The trash bag was gone! 


She could not remember stopping at the dump- 
ster and throwing the trash in, but that is exactly what 
she did while her mind was occupied with something 
else. Consciousness is not always required for activities 


we engage in. 


113 Without conscious awareness. 
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For James 


|, myself, have experienced many times driving 
down the road and not remembering the last ten miles. 
Millions of other creatures''4 survive without having 


any conscious thought at all as we understand it.115 


Further, things concerning the mind are not a 
concern to the physical brain,116 meaning they are dif- 
ferent things. Consciousness is something we recog- 
nize and are unmistakably aware of. Our consciousness 
is unaware that we threw the trash bag in the dumpster 
even though our brain is the thing that made the action 
happen. We only become aware through conscious- 


ness. 


114 Amoebaas, bacteria, insects like ants, and similar organisms. 


115 Some theorize that things, such as the given examples in the 
previous note, have a type of collective conscience. 


116 For example brain cancer can break down the physical brain, 
but “Worrying” would not. Worry can break down your mental 
state but not your physical brain. 
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For James 


The molecules lofting in the air don't have smells 
and the waves of vibrations don't produce sound. We 
are instead endowed with the ability to interpret the 
signals we receive. These inputs are like sheet music, 
the brain is like an instrument, and the consciousness is 


like the music played. 


You, the real you behind the instrument, gives the 
black and the white on the page meaning. Scientifically 
speaking, consciousness is perplexing because it has 
no physical explanation. | say, “| made up my mind” not, 


“My neuron sensory induced me.” 


The fact we have a will to direct ourselves in our 
life’s pursuits is also independent of physical explana- 
tion. This ability to be willful means that criminals can 
be held accountable for their actions. If | were to say: “| 
should have known better. It looks like | took a wrong 
turn, but | know it’s not too late to turn around. | need 


to be more careful and change the way | do things.” 
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For James 


My statements about my regrets and remorse are 
indicators that | have the will to act. My will to direct my 
life is not determined by how my brain processes the 
world through sight, sound, touch, and smell. Con- 
sciousness and will are not bound to those physical 
constraints and are not what it means to be human. 
Deciding what is right or wrong and being aware of 
those things makes up the human soul in spite of the 


constraints of the physical body. 


George Berkley’ said in his attack on material- 
ism: “For what are the aforementioned objects but the 
things we perceive by sense, and what do we perceive 
besides our own ideas or sensations?” In a sentence: 


People judge things according to their experience. 


117 He is also known as Bishop Berkley. He was an Irish philoso- 
pher who promoted “immaterialism.” Berkley California and The 
University of California at Berkeley were named after him. See 
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/berkeley/ for more history on 
George Berkley. 
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For James 


In Immanual Kant's 1781 book “The Critique of 
Pure Reason”'18 he asks: “How do you know?” He then 
makes two'!? crucial distinctions of knowing: Deduc- 
tive logic independent of experience,'!20 and observed 
facts through experience.'21 The subject experiences 
the real and then processes it through reason. Reality is 
a compound of these two things. Knowledge is not 


outside you, but knowledge is created inside you. 


118 Published in 1781 “The Critique of Pure Reason” is consid- 
ered the most significant writing of modern philosophy. See 
https://www.the-philosophy.com/kant-critique-pure-reason- 
summary for more details. 


119 Kant used what is called Transcendental Idealism which uses 
both reason (Rationalism) and experience (Empiricism). 


120 Our knowledge of mathematics is one example. Kant calls 
this “Understanding" (a priori knowledge or the ability to have 
and use concepts). Space is another example of a priori intu- 
ition. How can | locate something outside of me without already 
knowing what "outside of me” means? 


121 Kant calls this “Sensibility"(Empirical knowledge or direct 
experience). 
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For James 


Romans 1:20-21 states: “For the invisible things 
of Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, even 
His eternal power and Godhead; so that they are with- 
out excuse: Because that, when they knew God, they 
glorified Him not as God, neither were thankful; but 
became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish 


heart was darkened.” 


All thinking minds with honest hearts should be 
able to see that to satisfy vain imaginations and un- 
thankful and foolish hearts, the idea of spontaneous 
generation was proposed. The proponents of such 
theories vainly and foolishly ignore the insurmountable 
and all important spark that began and designed life. 
They thanklessly exclude the Creator by insisting all His 


creation is a fluke. 
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For James 


In the nineteenth century when French army en- 
gineers came across the Rosetta stone they didn’t think 
the inscriptions were the product of blowing desert 
sand, but that ancient peoples created it. If we found a 
massive computer coded library with the secret of self- 
replicating machinery we would think that the library 


came from an advanced civilization. 


But here we have found the same type of thing 
and decided that lightning, muck, and some random 
force created it all. It is my hope that James, and peo- 
ple like James, will acknowledge the possibility of intel- 
ligent design, not because “The Origin of Species” 
doesn't hold up to scrutiny, but because intelligent de- 


sign holds up to scrutiny based on the things we know. 
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For James 
Atheist 


After reading the second chapter of Fredrick Ni- 
etzsche’s!22 book “Beyond Good and Evil” | thought to 
myself, “What a bitter, ranting intellectual he is.” After a 
while | came to the conclusion: “One should not be 
surprised from being poisoned in the midst of so much 


poison.” 


122 "God is dead" is the most famous of all Nietzsche's ideas. He 
proposed all people should turn away from God and turn to the 
world for their happiness. Nietzsche called for the death of God 
as well as the death of all inherited higher values such as ethics 
and the meaning and purpose of life. Nietzsche's ideas are 
meant to overturn everything, because he argued there is only 
one world and it is a mistake to put any value in anything be- 
yond this world. 
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For James 


For the person wanting to embrace their inner ni- 
hilistic beliefs'23 this book was Nirvana. As for me | put 


Fredrick Nietzsche's cynical work down.124 


123 From the Latin “nihil” meaning “nothing” made famous by 
Friedrich Nietzsche who denied there were any real truths. lroni- 
cally, the claim “there are no real truths” is a statement claiming 
to be true. Many, like Friedrich Nietzsche, go down to their 
graves bitterly assured there is no moral obligation, and duty is 
only to one’s self or that there was no such thing as duty at all. If 
truth is only relative, then nothing has absolute meaning, noth- 
ing is totally reliable, and there is no difference in which road 
you take. 


124 |n 1882 Frederich Nietzsche referred to Diogenes of Sinope 
and his ideas in "The Gay Science.” Plato described Diogenes of 
Sinope (404 BC to 323 BC) as "a Socrates gone mad.” Diogenes 
of Sinope believed that one should be free of external restric- 
tions imposed by society and reject them with shame. He said, 
“Be content with the least” and believed people should re- 
nounce all property and any comfort they might bring. From 
Diogenes of Sinope comes the word “cynic” taken from the 
Greek word “kunikos” meaning "dog like” which many govern- 
ments have attempted to make their populace become. 
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For James 


In speaking with atheists | have noticed a pattern 
to their approach. Let me just give you a couple of 
things | have noticed. Because atheists don’t seem to 
logically reason out their beliefs when comparing them 
to theology, they often stoop to irrational name calling 
with such things as, “God is a myth like Thor or Zeus 
that speaks in the language of a fortune cookie with the 


same results.” 


Those who are stirred by God in some way are: 
“drug induced,” or “crazy,” or “liars” (mainly so they can 
con people out of their money). If there is a convincing 
testimony of Christ, the encounter is called a type of a 
hallucination caused by LSD, or a surgeon stimulating 
certain areas of the brain, or oxygen deprivation, or 
some sort of electrical stimulation. There is no evidence 
that atheism can’t discredit somehow and since they 
can’t prove a negative they are determined not to let 


anyone prove a positive either. 
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For James 


The atheist will tell you: “The followers of God 
tortured to death anyone who denied Him” and “With- 
out some threat, or deceit, patrons flee like rats in a 


sinking ship.” 


Atheists like to find and point out abuses of reli- 
gions by agenda driven political leaders no matter how 
far back they have to go to find them. These abuses 
have no more to do with God than the deaths during 
World War Il at Nagasaki and Hiroshima have to do 


with Einstein coming up with the formula of E = mc?2.125 


The evil and suffering of mankind is a separate 
issue from the question of God's existence. But, evil 
and suffering demonstrates that people are free to 
choose rather than being under the control of a dicta- 
tor. But, what about natural evil'2¢ as proof that there is 
no God? 


125 The formula that led to the splitting of the atom. 


126 Bad things that do not happen as a result of man. 
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For James 


Is suffering “evil?” Hopefully, everyone under- 
stands that a bad thing happening doesn't always in- 
volve evil intent. These are actually two separate issues 


despite what people may think. Evil is not suffering. 


Plato argued that evil is not a thing but the ab- 
sence of something such as the thief lacking honesty. 
Others have argued that evil contributes to the overall 
good, and the universe is greater than it could be with- 
out evil since we can only understand goodness when 


we can contrast it with evil. 


Being able to choose between choices of good 
and evil is another way of saying God made rationality 
possible. Rationality is the process of evaluating choic- 
es. This process of reasoning is only possible in an en- 
vironment where there is freedom to choose God's will 


or another way that opposes God's will. 
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For James 


Evil is opposing God whether suffering is in- 
volved or not. To say suffering is evil is to say life is evil. 
Suffering and pain are associated in every aspect of 
life. Think of growing pains. Scientists can show all liv- 
ing things suffer, even plants.'2”7 You don’t think that a 
single-celled organism pulling itself in two doesn’t 


hurt? It most likely does, but it is life. 


To not divide is death. Suffering brings growth, 
understanding, and refinement.'28 Suffering has a nec- 
essary purpose. Suffering might be considered good 


or bad depending on the viewer.!29 


127 https://www.britannica.com/story/do-plants-feel-pain states: 


“Many plants can perceive and communicate physical stimuli 
and damage in ways that are more sophisticated than previously 
thought.” 


128 For an article on suffering you can go to https://www.drtod- 


dhall.com/post/8-ways-you-can-grow-from-suffering for more 
details. 


129 For example, this was said of strength resulting from adversi- 
ty: “The north wind made the Vikings!” 
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For James 


Choosing suffering is more difficult because it 
opens the way to the possibility of a life of depth and 


significance. 


In Miguel De Unamuno’s 1913 Book "The Tragic 
Sense of Life”139 he states, "What makes us human is 
the fact we suffer.” Miguel De Unamuno said suffering 
was not a problem to detach from as Buddha suggest- 
ed. Suffering is instead an essential part of what it 
means to exist as a human being and suffering is a vital 


part of that experience. 


If we turn away from suffering we are not only 
turning away from what makes us human, it has been 
suggested, we are also turning away from conscious- 


ness itself. 


130 To read “The Tragic Sense of Life” go to https://www.guten- 


berg.org/files/14636/14636-h/14636-h.htm. 
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For James 


Only when we face suffering can we become ca- 
pable of truly loving another suffering being. Turning 
away from suffering may be easier, but it will limit us 


and cut us off from an essential part of ourselves. 


Gabrielle Shiozawa’s article “Why Grief is My 
Greatest Teacher”'3! declared, “My new capacity to feel 
deep pain and anguish carved out a deeper reservoir 
for joy in my soul. Recognizing the potential joy that ex- 
isted in even the littlest things gave me a reason to 
keep living.” She further stated, “We do not have to 
walk alone when there are loving humans all around us, 
waiting to buoy us up. As we struggle together, we ex- 
perience a fragment of what it is like to suffer the way 
Christ did. We feel a sliver of His anguish and of His 


love as we learn how to carry each other's pain.” 


131 From pages 53-56 of the July/August 2021 issue of LDS Liv- 


ing. 
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For James 


Despite a few good answers, the people who be- 
lieve in deity understand they don't know everything. 
They understand that some things they believe are not 
quite right and there is more to learn. The position of 
faith is one of not having a perfect knowledge of 


things. 132 


| don't know everything, but I’m going forward on 
what | do know and | will learn more as | progress. That 


is a sincere'33 position, even if it isn’t an ideal position. 


132 Alma 32:21 states: "Faith is not to have a perfect knowledge 
of things; therefore if you have faith you hope for things which 
are not seen.” 


133 From the Latin sincérus indicating a position free of deceit. 
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For James 


Do we judge science by the works of Thales of 
Miletus'34 who said the earth was a flat disk floating on 


a vast sea? 


Or should we judge science by Ptolemy'35 who 
taught people how to improve difficult situations in 
their lives with heavenly bodies, depending on the 
heavenly body's inner power and the influence of their 


respective positions? 


134 Thales of Miletus was born around 622 BC and was consid- 
ered a sage of philosophy who said things like “Know thyself” 
and “Nothing in excess.” He was also a great cosmologist who 
taught navigators to steer by Ursa Minor and Ursa Major. In 
mathematics he discovered five geometric theorems. See 


https://www.britannica.com/biography/Thales-of-Miletus for 
more details. 


135 His full name is Claudius Ptolemaeus who was born around 
100 AD. He wrote about music theory, optics, geography, as- 
tronomy, and astrology. See https://www.astro.com/astrowiki/ 
en/Ptolemy for more details. 
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For James 


No, we don't judge them in all-or-nothing terms! 
We only say, “Science progresses as we learn more.” 
What is out there doesn’t change but our understand- 


ing does. 


The atheist, on the other hand, claims a position 
of “evidence of absence” to prove they know things by 
the method of rejecting the possibility of unknown 


things. 


It would be like me looking for a contractor: 
Someone tells me of a contractor who built a building | 
like. | walk into the building. | look in all the rooms. | 
check all the closets, check the stairwells, and even go 


into the basement. He’s not there! 
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For James 


Obviously he doesn't exist because | didn't see 
the contractor in plain view when and where | thought 
he should be. | conclude | have been lied to and there 
is no such thing as a contractor. In my mind | have 
shown: “The absence of the evidence of a contractor is 


evidence of the absence of a contractor.”134 


The atheist’s use of science and reason for the 
purpose of narrowing the scope of possible reality, not 
easily noticed, is a dishonest position. We do not know 
things by using just one method. Other ways we 


“know” will be discussed later on in this book. 


For now, let us put the atheist in another role with 
the same characteristics. This time, instead of using the 


word God, let us use “dinosaur” — a dinosaur skeptic. 


136 Simply put: “| see no contractor = There is no contractor.” 
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For James 


Rather than believing that dinosaurs once lived 
on the earth, the skeptic points out that no person has 
ever seen a dinosaur. Also, the skeptic points out that 
these “so-called” dinosaur bones aren't really bones at 
all, but rather, minerals of a different consistency and 
hardness than what surrounds them. Instead, the skep- 


tic talks of “fertile fossil forces.” 


Of course the skeptic has been told, by those he 
describes as “imaginative visionary fools,” that no 
known laws of physics could explain the skeptic’s theo- 
ry. However, the skeptic points out that scientists simply 
haven't detected those forces yet. Given more time and 
research, they eventually will. This is the strategy athe- 
ists use. They can't infer the existence of something 
based on indications of what is known. Instead they in- 


vent rules based on the unknown. 
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Imagine Greece in 500 B.C.137 using all they knew 
to understand the world they lived in. They would see 
three continents: part of Europe, part of Africa, and 
part of Asia!38. They would know of no other planets 
outside the solar system and they could only see a lim- 
ited number of stars. What does this Greek knowledge 
tell you about the actual conditions of existence? Very 
little. 


Today we are in the same position. We are unable 
to find life on planets other than our own. Does this tell 
you there are no other types of life outside this world? 
No, because “not found” does not mean “found not to 


exist.” Yet this reverse thinking is what the atheist does. 


137 Just before the time of Plato. 


138 Asia Minor and the Middle East. 
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For James 


The atheist claims to know from the position of 
not knowing and claims it to be fact. The atheist doesn't 
know what happens after death and can’t know while 
yet claiming to know. In their mind, the absence of evi- 


dence is evidence of nothing there. 


| wish | had more friends. | wish they were all 
good friends. Does this wish make good friends an illu- 
sion? If | also wish for heaven, what the hell? Just be- 
cause | have a wish for something says nothing about 
whether that something is true or false, only that it is 
what | wish for. You can’t be honest in telling me | will 
never have any more friends or there is no heaven. Yet, 


| am honest when | tell you that | hope for such things. 


This hope really bothers the atheist. As an exam- 
ple, on page 114 the atheist Friedrich Nietzsche in 
“Ecce Homo,” under the chapter heading of “Why | 
Write Such Excellent Books,” speaks of God and reli- 
gion in this way: “Now rageth my hammer ruthlessly 
against its prison.” 


134 
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Friedrich Nietzsche was a major influence on rad- 
ical German socialists who created the "Communist 
Manifesto” pitting the capital-owning class (bour- 


geoisie) against the working class (proletariat). 


The radical German socialist Karl Marx wrote: 
"From each according to his ability, to each according 
to his needs.” Since original primitive tribal systems 
shared the same rock to break open the bones for their 


marrow - Why can't we do that with everything? 


Marx pictured a perfect society where everyone 
would work harmoniously towards the good of the 
greater whole. Karl Marx reviled against religion saying 
it was “the opiate of the people.” He went on to say, 
"The abolition of religion as the illusory happiness of 


the people is required for real happiness.” 
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Karl Marx believed people made up God from 
their imagination and preferred these “dreams" over 
the real world. All Marxist based regimes, where athe- 
ism is central to their political philosophy, have echoed 
that sentiment with the elimination of over 149 mil- 
lion'39 people in order to have societies free from reli- 


gious and moral heritages. 


Another thing that seems to bother atheists is 
coming to a common sense conclusion of what is un- 
known based on what is known. A most basic example 
would include: | believe | will see the sun tomorrow 


because | saw the sun today. 


139 See https://scottmanning.com/content/communist-body- 
count/ for more details. This does not include deaths caused by 
other atheist regimes that are not communist, such as a socialist 
fascist regime. 
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For James 


The atheist David Hume, preached skepticism as 
the only way to think, 140 but rejected skepticism as 
proper to everyday life. He said in defense of this ap- 
parent contradiction: “That the sun will not rise tomor- 
row is no less intelligible a proposition, and implies no 
more contradiction, than the affirmation, that it will 


rise.” 


To choose an atheistic position is failing to con- 
sider what is unknown based on what is known. Let us 
say that there will come a time in the future when you 
have some terminal disease, like cancer. Someone 
comes along and says: “Give me 500 dollars and | will 
write a magical spell that you can carry around with you 


so you can be cured.” 


140 Only what you see is real and does not exist until it is seen. 
What has happened in the past does not mean it will happen 
again. After all, what if the earth suddenly spun slower or 
stopped spinning altogether? No spinning earth means no sun- 
rise. It could happen. But ask yourself: “What makes the most 
sense?” 


137 


For James 


Because you are desperate, you think to yourself: 
“What have | got to lose?” and then you fork out the 
money. If you would do this because of a slim chance 
that the spell would work, even when you know it is un- 
likely to work, ask yourself this: “Why not consider all 
the witnesses throughout all times that say there is 
something more than this life?” Isn't their free witness 


worth more than a money-charging incantation writer? 


Given that, “No life after death” and “Life after 
death” could be right, what is the smart way to pro- 


ceed? 


If there is no afterlife then neither the believer nor 
the non-believer will be worse off in death. Now con- 
sider the tremendous issue at stake and the risk in- 


volved in belief and unbelief. 
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For James 


William Du Bois'41 said we should all aspire to a 
broader and fuller life. To attain that, we need to be- 
lieve in the possibility of progress. If we lose that belief 
we suffer from a form of death: existence without 
growth. So, to grow we must believe in Life. Believe in 
the source of life. 


Additionally, we must confess we are ignorant 
and have limitations so we can be open to a higher 
power. Only by this admission can we discover our true 
being. In religious terms we must die and be resurrect- 
ed.142 The course of action that should be taken should 
be clear even if you currently doubt there is life after 
death. 


141 For more information on William Du Bois visit https://iep.ut- 
m.edu/dubois/. 


142 This idea comes from Hajime Tanabe (1885-1962). 
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For James 


You shouldn't be so foolish as to continue your 
life as a fugitive who believes they have escaped the 
long arm of the law by running through a tunnel of de- 


nial only to find pointing guns on the other side. 
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For James 


Victor Stenger writes at the end of page 257 in 
his book that, “The atheist has the comfort of no fears 
for an afterlife’'43 and as a result many atheists claim 
they don't fear death. 


143 A more complete quote in “God: The Failed Hypothesis: 
How Science Shows That God Does Not Exist” goes as follows: 
“The most cloistered nun lives with the nagging worry that she 
might not be forgiven for that occasional impious thought that 
slips into her head between endless recitations of the Hail Mary. 
Likewise, the believer in reincarnation might sometimes worry 
about living his next life as a rodent. The Muslim suicide bomber 
has been led to believe that he is guaranteed paradise by his 
murderous action. On the other hand, the atheist has the com- 
fort of no fears for an afterlife and lacks any compulsion to blow 
himself up.” To me, Victor Stenger’s concept sounds like the 
Greek philosopher Epicurus (Born 341 BC) who said that when 
we die we are unaware of our death, since our soul also ceases 
to exist. This concept was resurrected by Jeremy Bentham and 
John Stuart Mills. None of these writers were speaking from their 
experience when they wrote that there is no consciousness that 
survives death. 
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Yet, all creatures fear death because they have 
the desire to survive. Victor slips and exposes his fear 
of death in the last words of his book by saying: “Nir- 
vana is not heaven. Nirvana is nothingness. However, | 
am not quite ready for nothingness. | am willing to 
trade nirvana for the joy and anguish of life for at least 


a few more years.” 


An honest atheist would admit death is the ulti- 
mate loss since all success found in a life’s work, or fam- 
ily, or any relationship will end. Believers have the de- 
sire to live too, but death is not a loss'44 for the believ- 


er, but gain. 


144 Philippians 1:21 states the believers view as: "For to me, to 
live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 
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As their thinking stands, atheists are like birds try- 
ing to seek happiness in an evaporating cloud where 
their pointless flying is “a tale told by an idiot, full of 
sound and fury, signifying nothing.”145 


The atheist wants lasting love while knowing love 
won't last. For a materialist, the future won't be any bet- 
ter than the past. Hope doesn’t make sense if there is 


nothing but this life. 


145 The quote is taken from the play “The Tragedy of Macbeth,” 
scene five, within the castle. The more complete quote goes as 
follows: “She should have died hereafter; there would have 
been atime for such a word. To-morrow, and to-morrow, and to- 
morrow, creeps in this petty pace from day to day to the last syl- 
lable of recorded time, and all our yesterdays have lighted fools 
the way to dusty death. Out, out, brief candle! Life's but a walk- 
ing shadow, a poor player that struts and frets his hour upon the 
stage and then is heard no more: it is a tale told by an idiot, full 
of sound and fury, signifying nothing.” 
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If reality is accidental, there is no purpose to a 
temporary, meaningless'46 existence. Hope is lost when 
we realize there is no eternal foundation for human 
identity. If there is no point or victory from racing then 
why run at all? But there is a point, and hope is a clue 
that there is a deeper meaning in life. To choose hope 


is to make a better choice. 


146 An absurdism: a philosophy based on the belief that the 
universe is irrational and meaningless. See https://www.merri- 


am-webster.com/dictionary/absurdism. 
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And since there is hope, the atheist can choose 
that hope. The world’s most notorious atheist Antony 
Flew147 changed his mind and wrote the book: “There 
is aGod.” The famous Marxist atheist Alasdair Macin- 
tyre shocked the philosophical world by becoming a 
Catholic in the 1980s stating that any explanation of a 
human's moral compass is inadequate without meta- 
physical grounding. Macintyre explains that his conver- 


sion to Catholicism occurred in his fifties as a "result of 


147 Antony Flew’s first book on atheism was “Theology and Falsi- 
fication” which stated that the problem of evil indicated the ab- 
sence of an all-good and all-powerful God; and that Christians 
“free-will defense” did not relieve the Creator of responsibility 
for the manifest ills of creation. His second book on the subject 
“God and Philosophy” argued that the design, cosmological, 
and moral arguments for God's existence are ill-founded. His 
third book on the subject “The Presumption of Atheism” argued 
that a discussion about God's existence needs to start with the 
presumption of atheism and that the burden of proof must lie 
with the one who affirms and not with the one who denies; that 
by arguing that there is a God, we have to have a good reason 
for that believe. But if no such grounds are provided, there exists 
no reason to believe in God. 
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being convinced of Thomism'48 while attempting to 


disabuse his students of its authenticity."149 


And if the atheist refuses hope, what does this tell 
you? It might tell you that the atheist would rather feel 
justified than hopeful. It tells you that there is pride 


rather than ignorance involved. 


Proverbs 13:10 of the New International Version 
Bible tells us: “Where there is strife, there is pride, but 
wisdom is found in those that take advice.” Why the 
strife? Because pride is not “proud of others.” Pride 


wants to look down on and tear down others. 


148 Refers to the philosopher Thomas Aquinas. 


149 From the October 2010 “Prospect” magazine which in-part 
reads: “Macintyre’s conversion to Catholicism in his fifties, he 
tells me, occurred as a result of being convinced of Thomism 
while attempting to disabuse his students of its authenticity. 
Aquinas combined Aristotle’s account of a universe knowable 
through observation with Christian philosophy, arguing that 
such a world still required God’s existence as its sustaining cre- 
ator.” 
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The more pride one has, the more they dislike 
pride in others. The proud person is in direct competi- 
tion with this other person. Now, the person that does 
well is the enemy of the proud person. Now ask: “Who 
can nobody look down on because He is superior to 
all?” God is superior to all, making God the ultimate 


enemy of the proud. 


In the movie “God's not Dead,"15° the atheist pro- 
fessor shows a list of many great intellectuals who were 
also atheists. The underlying message is of course: 
“Smart men don't believe in a god, and if you are 


smart, neither will you.” 


150 Released in the theaters on March 21, 2014, by Pure Flix En- 
tertainment. 
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The atheist says God is only known among the 
poor, the ignorant, and the criminal. Yet all people in all 
classes and intellectual levels, have differing opinions 
about the existence or nonexistence of God. This has 
always been the case throughout history. To say other- 


wise would be dishonest. 


148 


For James 


Many scholars'5! believe that there is something 
greater than what can be measured. On the following 


pages is a very short list of some of the many | found: 


151 You can download a free ebook titled “50 Nobel Laureates 
and Other Great Scientists Who Believe in God” at http://no- 
belists.net. The site is not a secure site. According to page 164 of 
“The Cambridge History of Christianity: Volume 8 World Christian- 
ity's c. 1815 - c. 1914” by Brian Stanley, “Many of the scientists 
who contributed to these developments were Christians.” On 
page 179 of Andrew Steane’s “Faithful to Science: The Role of 
Science in Religion” it states: “The Christian contribution to sci- 
ence has been uniformly at the top level, but it has reached that 
level and it has been sufficiently strong overall.” On page 63 of 
Eric Johnson’s book “Foundations for Soul Care: A Christian Psy- 
chology Proposal” it declares that, “Many of the early leaders of 
the scientific revolution were Christians, including Roger Bacon, 
Copernicus, Kepler, Francis Bacon, Galileo, Newton, Boyle, Pas- 
cal, Descartes, Ray, Linnaeus, and Gassendi.” Other types of dis- 
ciplines are also well represented. William S. Kroger’s book “Clin- 
ical and Experimental Hypnosis in Medicine, Dentistry and Psy- 
chology” says, “Many prominent Catholic physicians and psy- 
chologists have made significant contributions to hypnosis in 
medicine, dentistry, and psychology.” 
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Max Karl Ernst Ludwig Planck was the physicist 
who theorized quantum physics. He was a man of 
highest moral values who spoke to Hitler directly in an 


attempt to reverse his racial policies. 


In his 1950 published book “Scientific Autobiog- 
raphy and Other Papers” it was common for Max Plank 
to praise God with such things as: “Religion is the link 
that binds man to his God. It is founded on a respectful 
humility before a supernatural power, to which all hu- 


man life is subject.”152 


152 Found on page 158 of the PDF at https://archive.org/ 


stream/in.ernet.dli.2015.177537#page/n151/mode/2up. 
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Werner Karl Heisenberg was a physicist instru- 
mental in quantum mechanics along with many other 
important works. In the Winter 1975 edition of Cross- 
Currents’s article “Scientific Truth and Religious Truth” 
Heisenberg stated: “Although | am convinced of the 
unassailability of scientific truth in its own sphere, | 
have never been able to dismiss the content of reli- 


gious thinking.”153 


153 The winter 1975 edition of CrossCurrents (Volume 24, Num- 


ber 4, pages 463 to 473) appeared an eleven page article by 
Werner Heisenberg titled “Scientific Truth and Religious Truth.” 
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Paul Dirac made contributions to quantum elec- 
trodynamics. In the May 1963 edition of Scientific 
American, in the article titled “The Evolution of the 
Physicist’s Picture of Nature,” Dirac describes natural 
and physical laws by saying, “God is a mathematician 
of a very high order, and He used very advanced math- 
ematics in constructing the universe. Our feeble at- 
tempts at mathematics enable us to understand a bit of 
the universe, and as we proceed to develop higher and 
higher mathematics we can hope to understand the 


universe better.”154 


Albert Einstein was asked: “Have you read Emil 
Ludwig's book on Jesus?” “Emil Ludwig's Jesus,” Ein- 
stein replied, “is shallow. Jesus is too colossal for the 
pen of phrase-mongers, however artful. No man can 


dispose of Christianity with a bon mot.” 


154 See https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/quest-blog/the- 


evolution-of-the-physicists-picture-of-nature/ for a reprint of the 
original article. 
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“You accept the historical existence of Jesus?” 
“Unquestionably. No one can read the Gospels without 
feeling the actual presence of Jesus. His personality 


pulsates in every word. No myth is filled with such life.” 


“How different, for instance, is the impression 
which we receive from an account of legendary heroes 
of antiquity like Theseus. Theseus and other heroes of 


his type lack the authentic vitality of Jesus.” 
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“Ludwig Lewisohn, in one of his recent books, 
claims that many of the sayings of Jesus paraphrase 
the sayings of other prophets.” “No man,” Einstein 
replied, “can deny the fact that Jesus existed, nor that 
his sayings are beautiful. Even if some of them have 
been said before, no one has expressed them so di- 


vinely as he.”155 


Paul Charles William Davis is a physicist who 
stated, “Science has its own faith-based belief system. 
All science proceeds on the assumption that nature is 


ordered in a rational and intelligible way.” 


155 The Saturday Evening Post dated October 26, 1929, with the 
article titled “What Life Means to Einstein,” an interview by 
George Sylvester Viereck which starts on page 17 and is contin- 
ued on page 110 then on to 113 and 114 and finally ends on 


page 117. 
154 


For James 


Davis goes on to say, “The idea that the laws exist 
reasonlessly is deeply anti-rational.” Davis then states, 
“The multiverse theory is increasingly popular, but it 
doesn’t so much explain the laws of physics as dodge 


the whole issue.” 


Finally, Davis gives us this insight into scientific 
reasoning: “Isaac Newton first got the idea of absolute, 
universal, perfect, immutable laws from the Christian 
doctrine that God created the world and ordered it ina 


rational way.”15¢ 


156 An November 24, 2007 article in The New York Times titled 
“Taking Science on Faith” https://www.nytimes.com/2007/11/24/ 
opinion/24davies.html Paul C. W. Davies has written many books 
such as:"The Goldilocks Enigma: Why is the Universe Just Right 
for Life?” published in 2006. 
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When we think of ancient civilizations with ad- 
vanced knowledge of astronomy,'57 technology,'58 phi- 
losophy,'5? mathematics, 169 and architecture, 161 why 
didn’t any of those cultures come up with the scientific 


method? 


157 Ancient Egypt has significant contributions to astronomy to- 
day. For example: their calendar had 365 days divided into 12 
months. 


158 Ancient China invented gunpowder, earthquake detectors, 
toilet paper, and other types of technology still in use today. 


159? When people think of philosophy they usually think of 
Greece from which the word comes: Philo (love), Sophia (Wis- 
dom). 


160 The ancient Babylonians were the first ones to use theoreti- 
cal mathematics to study the relationships between numbers 
and patterns. 


161 In addition to building roads and highways that lasted a 
thousand years, the Romans were masters of the arch and in- 
vented concrete, both of which revolutionized building methods 
for all time. 
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These cultures didn’t come up with the scientific 
method because they didn’t have a concept about who 
God was and the way He created things: an orderly, 
predictable, rational world where His laws are also or- 
derly, predictable, and rational. And since humans are 
created in the image of God they are rational beings 


that can understand His order.162 


Christian scientists rejected Aristotle’s contention 
that necessity of nature constitutes the culmination of 
deterministic natural tendencies and that these ten- 
dencies are themselves rooted in the natures or 


essences of natural substances.143 


162 Read a detailed account of this in, “The Genesis of Science: 
How the Christian Middle Ages Launched the Scientific Revolu- 
tion” by James Hannam. This book also went by the title of: 
“God's Philosophers: How the Medieval World Laid the Founda- 
tion of Modern Science.” James Hannam has a Physics degree 
from Oxford and a PhD in History and Philosophy of Science at 
Cambridge. 


163 See https://www3.nd.edu/~afreddos/papers/necnat.htm for 


more details. 
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Francis S. Collins stated, “I realized my atheism 
was dangerously thin. Seeking to prop this up, | began 
a journey to try to understand why intellectually sophis- 
ticated people could actually believe in God - and to 
my dismay, found that atheism turned out to be the 


least rational of all the choices.”164 


If education and intelligence are not a reliable 
indicator of belief or non-belief, what is? Answer: The 
factor of personality. The most notable predictor is the 
trait of pride as previously mentioned. As it turns out, 
despite what an atheist tells you, atheism is something 
that is believed, not something that is proven. “| don't 
want God to exist” doesn’t really mean, “God doesn't 


exist.”165 


164 Quoted from Francis S. Collins, in “In Praise of Harmony,” 
2020 Templeton Prize acceptance address, given 24 September 
2020, in Washington, DC. See templetonprize.org/laureate-sub/ 
address-by-dr-francis-s-collins for more details. 


165 "The meaning of life consists in the fact that it makes no 
sense to say that life has no meaning.” — Niels Bohr 
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Science and God 


Plato argued that because the physical world was 
constantly changing, the physical world cannot be the 
fundamental ground of reality. According to him, the 
ultimate reality must be based in the nonphysical world 


of ideas since they do not change. 


For Plato clear thinking and logic are the best ap- 
proaches to understanding the world. Plato taught that 
logic and philosophy, not experiment, were the proper 
means for understanding physics and all other branch- 


es of learning.16 


166 Taken from notes on “Why You Think the Way You Do,” by 
Glenn Sunshine as found at http://paulasay.indstate.edu/faith/ 
lesson1.doc. 
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Science could not have come from mere thinking 
alone. Neither could science have risen from these an- 
cient civilizations believing everything is fatalistically 
determined, or from believing that the physical world 


was an illusion. 


The Greeks thought about many things that they 
wrote down, but Roger Bacon'* is credited as the first 
scholar to promote inductive reasoning as part of the 
scientific method. lsaac Newton'¢8 refined Roger Ba- 
con's scientific method into one that we use today.!6? 
These men knew that Plato’s logic'”° by itself could not 


see everything. 


167 Roger Bacon was also a Franciscan friar. 
168 |saac Newton wrote many religious tracts in his later years. 


169 See https://explorable.com/who-invented-the-scientific- 


method/ for more information. 


170 | ogic does not generate truth, but rather evaluates for con- 
sistency and coherence. 
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In his book “Confessions” Augustine’! said, 
“What then is time? If no one asks me, | know what it is. 
If | wish to explain it to him who asks, | do not know.” 
Augustine argued that time isn't eternal. In Augustine's 
view, God made the universe not in time, but God 
made the universe along with creating time.'72 Ein- 
stein’s theory of relativity’73 means that space and 
time'74 are not absolutes but are relative to each ob- 


server. This leads to the thought of hidden dimen- 


171 Augustine of Hippo was an ancient theologian and philoso- 
pher. 


172 For more information read: “Augustine, Time, and the 
Movement of Eternity” by Jordan Baker at https://theotherjour- 
nal.com/2020/02/20/augustine-time-movement-eternity/. 


173 Einstein's work created a link between time and space. See 


https://interestingengineering.com/simplified-introduction-ein- 
steins-theory-relativity for more details. 


174 Time dilation is the phenomenon where two objects moving 
relative to each other experience different rates of time flow. See 
https://www.thoughtco.com/time-dilation-2699324 for more de- 
tails. 
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sions'75 invisible and inaccessible to us where space, 
time, and the laws of physics operate independent of 


our understanding. 


Ancient writers of the Bible thought in terms of 
“block logic’'76 rather than our modern-day linear logic 
which builds on previous facts such as: “If a=y, and y=x, 
then a=x.” Block logic groups ideas together even 
when they don’t seem to match. Block logic does not 
require harmonization because they realize there is 
more than what can be seen, touched, heard, or other- 
wise sensed. So, they would simply say, “a=x” without 
necessarily knowing how you got there because this 


style of thinking considers extra-dimensional ideas. 


175 Relativity introduced time as the fourth dimension, and Ein- 
stein’s subsequent work envisioned more dimensions still. See 
https://www.worldsciencefestival.com/videos/hidden-dimen- 
sions-exploring-hyperspace/ for more information. 


176 For more information read: "Block Logic (An Introduction to 
Hebrew Thought)” at https://img.sermonindex.net/modules/ar- 


ticles/article_pdf.php?aid=3324. 
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For example: If | told you, “You can fly east from 
New York City and land in Los Angeles, west of where 
you took off, without making any major changes in di- 
rection.” You would say: “Yeah, so what?” and then 
think | was some sort of weirdo for even bringing up 


such an obvious fact. 


Someone from an ancient culture would say: “No 
way!” and then think | was lying to them. The statement 
| made only sounds true if you know earth is a sphere 
and not a flat disk.177 In that same line of thought, God 
understands things that we do not, just like we under- 


stand things that many ancient peoples did not. 


177 And, of course, knowing that you can “fly” really fast...While 
you are sitting down! 
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Niels Bohr'78 once said, “The opposite of a cor- 
rect statement is a false statement. But the opposite of 
a profound truth may well be another profound 
truth,"179 A profound truth may sound contradictory, 


but isn’t. For example, you are greatest when you are 


178 Niels Henrik David Bohr was a Danish physicist who did im- 
portant work in atomic physics based on quantum theory. See 
https://study.com/academy/lesson/niels-bohr-biography-atom- 
ic-theory-discovery.html for more details. 


179 From: "Niels Bohr: His life and work as seen by his friends 
and colleagues” published in 1967 by North Holland Publishing 
Company, Amsterdam. Niels also remarked:"! myself find the di- 
vision of the world into an objective and a subjective side much 
too arbitrary. The fact that religions through the ages have spo- 
ken in images, parables, and paradoxes means simply that there 
are no other ways of grasping the reality to which they refer. But 
that does not mean that it is not a genuine reality. And splitting 
this reality into an objective and a subjective side won't get us 
very far.” 
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the servant,'89 the best is the enemy of the good,'8! 
worse is better, 182 and the craziest dreams make the 


most sense.183 


In the 1967 science-fiction story “I, Mudd,” the En- 
terprise and its crew are hijacked by an android under 
the command of Harry Mudd who takes them to a 
planet. There the crew finds a race of androids who de- 
cide to control humans due to humans’ self-destructive 
tendencies. The crew plans to escape the planet, with 
the help of Harry Mudd. They decide to confuse the 


androids with illogical words and actions. 


180 Taken from Matthew 23:11. 


181 “Le mieux est l'ennemi du bien” from the eightieth century 
moral poem “Le Begueule.” 


182 Taken from Richard P. Gabriel's point that less functionality 


(“worse”) is more preferable if the software is easier to use (“bet- 
ter”). 


183 Taken from Sigmund Freud who once said: “Dreams are of- 
ten most profound when they seem the most crazy.” 
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Harry Mudd pretends to have an explosive device 
that he clearly doesn’t. Captain Kirk tells the android 
that Harry Mudd is a liar and everything he says is a lie. 
Harry then declares he is lying. This confused the an- 
droid because if everything Harry Mudd said is a lie he 
would be telling the truth. But Harry couldn't tell the 


truth, because everything he said was a lie! 


As the android tries to wrap his circuits around 
the problem he begins to smoke with overloaded elec- 
trical activity and shuts down from the created confu- 
sion. The crew then escapes their predicament.'®4 The 
logic the androids were using was not powerful 


enough to make sense of what was happening. 


184 Star Trek, Season Two, Episode Eight titled “I, Mudd” written 


by Stephen Kandel based on a story by Gene Roddenberry 
which was aired November 3, 1967. 
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For logic to work you have to buy into the 
premise'85 on which the logic is built. The declaration, 
"This statement is false” is a paradox, because if it is 
false, then it is true. If it is true, then it is false. Likewise, 
logic fails to explain life’s most basic realities such as 


life’s unfairness. 


For example: some are born into wealth or a 
country of boundless opportunity while others are born 
into poverty or a place where they cannot pursue their 
dreams. A bad person may be tall, fit, talented, and 
good looking while the good person is short, fat, clum- 


sy, and ugly. 


Someone with everything throws it all away be- 
cause they are ungrateful, while another person works 
hard with good intentions only to be passed up for the 


promotion because they are not part of the “in-crowd.” 


185 A starting point believed to be true. 
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Materialists'86 say a fluke and a long series of 
chances produced thinking beings. The people who 
believe in God say the universe is made by Him. Pan- 
theists'8” say the universe itself is God and is not good 
or bad. 


No matter where you go in time and space peo- 
ple have had these thoughts. Explicit scientists do not 
buy into any of these because authentic science is 


based on what is observed, not from what is thought. 


186 Also referred to as physicalism. 


187 Meaning: “All is God.” 
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The things which can’t be observed must be rea- 
soned or thought out. In-other-words, imprecise sci- 
ence'88 with the look and feel of pure science, but 
without the constraints of pure science. Reasons may 
be very sound without anything being directly ob- 


served. 


188 Science that cannot follow the scientific method. See https:// 


everything2.com/title/imprecise+science for more information. 
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Abductive'8? reasoning infers facts, events, and 
causes.!90 For example, “When it rains the yard is wet. 
The yard is wet. It must have rained. It is true that | 
didn’t actually see it rain and the yard may be wet from 
another cause such as the sprinklers coming on, but 
‘raining’ is a likely and reasonable cause, so! am going 
to stick with that until | have evidence that rain is not 


the cause of my yard being wet.” 


Doctors do this type of reasoning when they di- 
agnose a patient. They may be wrong sometimes, but 
the record shows they are usually right given the nec- 


essary specialty and experience. 


189 Inferring a relationship of cause. 


190 See http://web.stanford.edu/class/cs227/Lectures/lec12.pdf 
titled “Abductive Reasoning: Explanation and Diagnosis” for 
more information. The site is not secure. 
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Abduction affirms the consequent. Abduction is 
helpful in disregarding certain possibilities but cannot 
account for everything. This can be seen when we talk 
about certain things such as gravitational “attraction.” 
The word “attraction” is used because scientists are de- 
scribing an idea rather than something real because 


they don’t really know what causes action at a distance. 


Dr. Thomas Burnett"! said, “It is one thing to cel- 
ebrate science for its achievements and remarkable 
ability to explain a wide variety of phenomena in the 


natural world.” 


191 From Thomas Burnett's article entitled, “What Is Scientism?” 
Dialogue on Science, Ethics, and Religion, Programs, American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, dated 30 October 
2018. See aaas.org/programs/dialogue-science-ethics-and-reli- 


gion/what-scientism for more details. 
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Dr. Thomas Burnett goes on to say, “But to claim 
there is nothing knowable outside the scope of science 
would be similar to a successful fisherman saying that 
whatever he can’t catch in his nets doesn’t exist. Once 
you accept that science is the only source of human 
knowledge, you have adopted a philosophical position 
(scientism) that cannot be verified, or falsified, by sci- 


ence itself. It is, in a word, unscientific.” 


Scientists are not theologians or philosophers yet 
many seem oblivious to the boundaries of their exper- 
tise. The atheists among them have personal, moral, or 
emotional objections to God. In their arrogance many 
have decided to take advantage of what they believe 
to be the ignorance of the populace to discern scientif- 
ic boundaries by pretending they are experts in all top- 


ICS. 
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To claim, or to imply, that what science cannot 
observe or discover must then be false, does not fit 
into a good scientific method.'92 These are the 
thoughts of vulgar imperialistic scientism. These peo- 
ple try to set up a kingdom of knowledge by reduction- 
istic dismissals on their authority of supposedly objec- 


tive science methods which are anything but. 


192 Francis Bacon claimed the "idols of the theater" distorted 
philosophical and scientific dogma. That is, people want the 
data to show what they want rather than taking the data for what 
itis. See https://www.enotes.com/homework-help/in-francis-ba- 
con-s-the-four-idols-what-are-the-78785 for more information. 
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You cannot judge religious claims with scientific 
tools.173 Just because the methods of science cannot 
observe a point to the universe does not mean the uni- 
verse is pointless. Of course they can’t observe! a 
point! That's obvious, or should be. Any point to the 
universe can’t be made into a scientific statement and 


to do so would be intentionally misleading. 


193 |n his book “Truth and Method” by Hans-Georg Gadamer 
explains the problem with scientific reasoning. No matter how 
often you conduct an experiment and no matter how confident 
you are in the result you still can't “prove” the result will be the 
same in the future. Additionally, certain theories are not testable 
using the scientific method and cannot belong to scientific in- 
quiry. Their inquiry must take different methods which | will 
shortly discuss. See “Truth and Method” at https://archive.org/ 
details/truthmethod0000gada_r5c4. 


194 Authentic science is based on what is observed. 
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The God of the Abrahamic tradition is, by nature, 
entirely unworldly and different from that of the rest of 
creation. This means, of course, God is not liable to 
human empirical observation and experimentation as 


is the rest of the universe. 


We naturally try to make sense of our environ- 
ment by trying to categorize, evaluate, and observe 
things so we can sort out what is important for survival 
and well-being. The consequence of using just one 
method is that we think we know and understand 
things in a certain way when we actually don’t. Rather, 
there are different methods by which we understand 


and know things. 


To illustrate | am going to tell you three things | 
know: | know that 1+1=2. 1 know the waters of the Car- 
ibbean are the bluest waters | have ever seen. And | 
know | love my family. | know these things, but | know 


them in different ways. 
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For the first statement | can show you how addi- 
tion works by using two identical objects, like two 
pieces of candy. | then put one of those pieces of can- 
dy on the table. 


Then | say, “If | have one piece of candy on the 
table and then | put another piece of candy on the ta- 
ble | will have two pieces of candy on the table.” So, it is 
fairly easy for me to validate the concept of 1+1=2 with 


repeatable experimental demonstrations. 


Now let's talk about the waters of the Caribbean. | 
think the statement | gave you is pretty solid and | think 
you'll agree with me. But, what if you were to say, “That 
water is clear, not blue in color.” Maybe you are color 


blind and can’t even see blue. 


176 


For James 


Then you dip a glass in the water and pull the 
glass of water out for me to see. Neither of us can iden- 
tify a blue hue to the water. We might get into a discus- 
sion of light and wavelengths, but this doesn’t change 
my experience of seeing blue water nor your opinion 
that the water is clear rather than blue. | know that the 
water is blue to me, but you don’t have the same 


knowledge because your experience is different. 


How about that last statement: “| love my family.” 
What does that even mean? There is no objective way 
to measure this. | can’t lay love on the table for you to 
see. | can’t explain my love in scientific terms. What if | 
spank my kids? It doesn’t matter that | can’t explain this 


love. | still say that | love my family and they love me! 
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| know these three statements are true, but | don't 
know they are true in the same way. These different 
ways of knowing they are true are: 1) Knowledge, 2) 


Experience, and 3) Intuition.195 


195 René Descartes said we gain knowledge by reason, experi- 
ence, and innately. If we gain knowledge by reasoning, René 
Descartes called this "truths of reasoning.” If we gain knowledge 
by experience, René Descartes calls this "truths of fact.” See 
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/descartes/ for more informa- 
tion on René Descartes. 
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Profound truths are found to be bigger than mere 
observed facts or “proof.” Accepted scientific theo- 
ries'%6 are just one discovery away from being discard- 
ed. Einstein stated: “No amount of experimentation 
can ever prove me right; a single experiment can prove 


me wrong."!97 


196 A theory is a plausible explanation, not an established fact. 


197 As noted by Alice Calaprice’s book “The New Quotable Ein- 
stein” on page 291 is not an exact quote. The actual quote deals 
with Einstein being asked what he thought about an article of 
100 scientists proving something wrong about what Einstein 
said. Einstein replied, “Why 100? If they’re right it would only 
take one.” 
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Pure science excludes the supernatural, not be- 
cause scientists conclude that God does not exist, but 
because science relies on strictly measurable'?8 ways 
to form its explanations. Many things help us to under- 
stand how we can gain truths without direct scientific 


observation: 


198 This is based on our current understanding and subject to 
change. 
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Kurt Gddel'9? came up with two incompleteness 
theorems:2 Stating there will always be things un- 
proven while arguing against consistency as a criterion 
for existence and affirming there is no reason to reject 
intuitionism. In an uncertain world achieving clarity re- 


quires Intuition. 


199 Kurt Friedrich Gédel is considered one of the greatest logi- 
cians in history who had an huge impact on scientific and philo- 


sophical thinking. See https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/ 
goedel/ for more details. 


200 “Uber formal unentscheidbare Satze der Principia Mathemat- 
ica und verwandter Systeme” which is translated as: “On Formal- 
ly Undecidable Propositions of Principia Mathematica and Relat- 
ed Systems” 
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Werner Heisenberg’s20! uncertainty principle202 
states there is a fundamental limit to exactness: be- 
cause the more certain you are about one thing, the 
less certain you will be about the other. The more we 
pursue truth, the more we see the confusion of reality 
where things become less clear. When we turn it 
around, the more we seek to shed light on life’s deep- 
est questions, such as how life all began, the more we 
see truths that cannot be proven logically when we 


lean on intuition and faith.29 


201 Werner Karl Heisenberg made important contributions to 
science as a Lutheran Christian. He showed that atoms were not 
physical objects in the ordinary sense but are forms or ideas that 
can only be expressed by math. 


202 |p comparing wave mechanics to matrix mechanics. 


203 Heisenberg was reported as saying: “Der erste Trunk aus 
dem Becher der Naturwissenschaft macht atheistisch, aber auf 
dem Grund des Bechers wartet Gott.” which can be translated 
as: “The first gulp from the glass of natural sciences will turn you 
into an atheist, but at the bottom of the glass God is waiting for 


you. 
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Proverbs 16:25 says: “There is a way that appears 
to be right, but in the end it leads to death.” The opin- 
ions of the world must seem right to many, but things 
are not always as they appear. A great proponent of 
world philosophy Stephen Hawking2% is quoted as 
saying: “Heaven is a fairy tale for people afraid of the 


dark” as a reminder of what Paul295 says in 1 Corinthi- 


204 Ironically Stephen William Hawking's father, Frank Hawking, 
was the head of the department of parasitology and chemo- 
therapy at the National Institute for Medical Research devoted to 
helping eliminate the crippling effects of disease. Stephen came 
from a well-to-do and educated family. Stephen grew up nor- 
mally but at the age of 21 something was wrong and he was di- 
agnosed with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS or Lou Gehrig's 
Disease) leaving him helpless within a short period of time. This 
did not stop his mind however and Stephen went on to become 
a world renowned physicist and cosmologist. 


205 A Christian convert who was a major contributor to the New 
Testament. He was born as a wealthy aristocrat about the same 
time as Christ and became a major opponent of Christianity in 
his adulthood until visited by the resurrected Lord as told in 1 
Corinthians 9:1. He preached the gospel of Jesus Christ until he 
was beheaded by Nero at the age of 68. See https://www.bri- 


tannica.com/biography/Saint-Paul-the-Apostle for more details. 
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ans 1:18 that, “The message of the cross is foolishness 
to those who are perishing.” Paul later reminds the 
Corinthians again in 1 Corinthians 2:14 that, “The per- 
son without the Spirit doesn’t accept the things that 
come from the Spirit of God but considers them fool- 
ishness, and cannot understand them because they are 
discerned only through the Spirit.” This is because the 
world teaches the logic of thinking of things in the op- 
posing directions to the things of God. St. Augustine of 
Hippo2% told people how to solve this problem by say- 
ing: “in fides quaerens intellectum’”207 which can be 
understood to mean, “Seek not to understand so that 
you may believe, but believe that you may understand: 


for unless you believe, you will not understand.” 


206 Born November 13, 354 AD in Souk Ahras, Algeria, was bap- 
tized a Christian in 387 AD, and died August 28, 430 AD in 
Annaba, Algeria. One of his books, written while he was in his 
40s, “Confessions” portrays an individual’s struggling path and 
the meaning of life in light of the gap between man and God. 


207 Faith in the quest for understanding. 
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Big-Bang 
Parmenides thought that something cannot come 
from nothing and so must've always existed.208 By the 
1500s most scientists thought everything in existence 
had always been in existence,29? in some form or an- 
other. Therefore, there was no need to think anything 


or anyone else created the universe. 


The Bible saying in Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning 
God created the heavens” didn’t go along with scientif- 
ic thinking because nothing created bits of matter, it 


was just there. 


208 Parmenides (515 BC to 445 BC) stated that, “Nothing comes 


from nothing.” See https://www.parmenides.me/nothing-comes- 
from-nothing for more information. 


209 English astronomer Thomas Digges proposed a static infi- 
nite universe in 1576 with the publication of “A Perfit Description 
of the Celestial Orbes.” See https://mathshistory.st-an- 


drews.ac.uk/Biographies/Digges/ for more details. 
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And the Bible saying in verse three: “And God 
said, ‘Let there be light’” and then BAM “There was 
light” was silly too because there had always been light 


in the universe. 


Creation of matter and light from some foreign 
void outlined in the Bible made no sense. But, then the 
Big-Bang Theory219 changed everything. Before sci- 
ence experienced its dramatic change of mind, atheists 
relied on the steady state hypothesis to pulverize any 
belief in a creator. If the universe had a beginning it 
was now reasonable to ask questions like: “What pro- 
duced this beginning?” “Where did all the stuff that 
went into making the universe come from?” and “What 


exactly triggered the creation process?” 


210 The modern day idea of this came from Belgian physicist 
George Lemaitre in1927, but the phrase was coined by George's 
critic Fred Hoyle on March 28, 1949. See https://www.live- 


science.com/65700-big-bang-theory.html for more details. 
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John Philoponus2"! (490-570 AD) wrote the uni- 
verse had a beginning. Another Big-Bang Theory was 
written down in 1225 in the book “De Luce” by Rober- 


tus Grosseteste.212 


In this book he described the birth of the uni- 
verse as an explosion with the resultant crystallization 
of matter to form stars and planets. He was christened 
in 1175 in humble beginnings at Stradbroke in Suffolk, 
England. He was a man of tender heart and strong be- 
lief that later befriended and taught the newly founded 
order of Friars and later he became the Anglican bish- 
op of Lincoln. Part of the inscription on his tomb says 
this: 


211 See https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/philoponus/ for more 


information on John Philoponus. 


212 See https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/grosseteste/ for more 


information. 
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“He was a man of learning and an inspiration to 
scholars, a wise administrator while a true shepherd of 
his flock, ever concerned to lead them to Christ in 
whose service he strove to temper justice with mercy, 
hating the sin while loving the sinner, not sparing the 


rod though cherishing the weak.” 


Starting in 1220 he began writing, beginning with 
his work “De Sphera,” which was an introductory text 
on astronomy, and ending with his translation2'3 of the 
“Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs” in 1242 which was 
brought over from Greece. Before Bishop Grosseteste, 
this creation event was recorded in the book of Gene- 
sis. Genesis, chapter one, verse three declares: "And 
God said, let there be light: and there was light." This 
passage of scripture tells us God existed before and 
aside from the universe and His command resulted in a 


sudden and dramatic event. 


213 Aided with the help of a clerk of St. Albans. 
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While defending his own steady state model in 
1949, Sir Fred Hoyle2'4 from the University of Cam- 
bridge and an avowed atheist disparaged Belgian 
physicist George Lemaitre cosmic egg theory by refer- 
ring to it as “the hypothesis that all matter in the uni- 
verse was created in one big bang at a particular time 
in the remote past.” He went on to say that the Big- 
Bang was an “irrational process” that “cannot be de- 


scribed in scientific terms.” 


Evidence of collective prejudice against this bib- 
lical view of a universe having a beginning can be sur- 
mised from the strong negative reaction to Lemaitre’s 
proposal. But, Sir Fred Hoyle’s cynical phrase “Big- 
Bang” stuck and by 1964 most scientists embraced the 
Big-Bang Theory. 


u 


214 See the article: “Remembering Big Bang Basher Fred Hoyle 
at https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/cross-check/remember- 
ing-big-bang-basher-fred-hoyle/ and https://mathshistory.st-an- 


drews.ac.uk/Biographies/Hoyle/ for more information. 
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After many years and innumerable computations 
Sir Fred Hoyle deduced: “One arrives at the conclusion 
that biomaterials with their amazing measure of order 


must be the outcome of intelligent design.”215 


In 1998 we learned that not only is the universe 
expanding, but accelerating its expansion. Until 1998 it 
was believed we were slowly winding down. To explain 
this expansion scientists came up with the concept of 
dark matter and dark energy,2'¢ because it became 
apparent that only about five percent of the universe is 
visible to us. If only “seeing is believing,” then science 


can't explain the way things are. 


215 See https://evolutionnews.org/2007/02/bil- 
bo_of_telic_thoughts_has/ for more information. 


216 See https://science.nasa.gov/astrophysics/focus-areas/what- 


is-dark-energy for more details. There are more links at the end 
of this article. 
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Saul Perlmutter2'7 said: “The universe is made up 
mostly of dark matter and dark energy, and we don't 


know what either of them is.”218 


Saul Perlmutter believes dark matter and dark 
energy actually exist, even though the evidence for 
them is only circumstantial, like the evidence for God. 
Anyone who claims they can’t believe in God, yet be- 
lieves in dark matter and dark energy is being willfully 
blind and shows they are without a willingness for the 
truth. The Hebrew word for “truth”21? suggests some- 


thing that is consistent which can be relied on. 


217 Saul was one of those who helped discover the expanding 
universe. See https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saul-Perl- 


mutter for more information. 


218 Taken from “The Light of Life Still Eludes Us” at https:// 


www.thefreelibrary.com/The+tlight+of+lifet+still+eludestus.- 
a0227652053. 


219 To learn how to say “truth” in Hebrew go to https://www.- 


wordhippo.com/what-is/the/hebrew-word-for-45- 
fa151bf9a1 1c0e25734df135de%edd4ff738df.html. 
191 


For James 


Stephen C. Meyer220 says: “Ironically, to say that 
science is the only begetter of truth is self-contradict- 
ing, because that statement cannot be tested by the 
scientific method.”221 Further: “Evidence has come to 
light in the last fifty years which, taken together, pro- 


vides a robust case for theism. 


“Only theism can provide an intellectually satisfy- 
ing causal explanation for all of this evidence. For in- 
stance, if it is true there is a beginning to the universe, 
as modern cosmologists now agree, then this implies a 
cause that transcends the universe. The fact that most 
scientists now believe that energy, matter, space, and 


time had a beginning is profoundly anti-materialistic. 


220 See https://stephencmeyer.org for more information. 


221 Page 88 of the book “The Case For a Creator” written by Lee 
Strobel. 
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“Taken together, the Big-Bang and general rela- 
tivity provide a scientific description of what Christians 


call creatio ex nihilo — creation out of nothing.”222 


Kalam223 cosmological argument by al-Ghazali in 
his book “The Incoherence of the Philosophers,” in 
which he argued that the Universe must have a begin- 
ning states: “Every being which begins has a cause for 
its beginning; now the world is a being which begins; 


therefore, it possesses a cause for its beginning.”224 


222 From page 84 of the book “The Case For a Creator” written 
by Lee Strobel. 


223 Islamic for “speech... 


224 See https://www.solas-cpc.org/a-beginners-guide-to-the- 


kalam-cosmological-arqgument/ for more details. 
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Singularity225 is a point in which all physical laws 
are indistinguishable from one another. The Big-Bang 


was a singularity that marked the beginning. 


Atheist Kai Nielsen22¢ wrote on page 48 of his 
book “Reason and Practice”227: “Suppose you suddenly 
hear a loud bang and you ask me: ‘What made that 
bang?’ and | replied ‘Nothing, it just happened.’ You 


would not accept that.” 


225 For more on singularity go to https://www.universetoday.- 
com/84147/singularity/. 


226 For more on Kai Nelson go to https://phil.ucalgary.ca/pro- 


files/kai-nielsen. 


227 The full title was “Reason and Practice: A Modern Introduc- 


tion to Philosophy” written in 1971. 
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The late agnostic astronomer Robert Jastrow, 
from his book “God and the Astronomers” states: “For 
the scientist who has lived by his faith in the power of 
reason, the story ends like a bad dream. He has scaled 
the mountain of ignorance; he is about to conquer the 
highest peak; as he pulls himself over the final rock, he 
is greeted by a band of theologians who have been sit- 


ting there for centuries.” 


Robert Jastrow then went on to say: “Far from 
disproving the existence of God, astronomers may be 


finding more circumstantial evidence that God 


exists.”228 


228 See https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/ 
87585.Robert_Jastrow for the quotes. 
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God transcends the universe and He is above the 
laws of nature, since He created them. James Tour of 
Rice University22? said: “Only a rookie who knows little 
of science would say science takes away from faith. If 
you really study science, it will bring you closer to 
God."230 The physical laws in science point towards a 
Creator and the spiritual laws outlined in the scriptures. 
These scriptures can tell us how we can know Him per- 


sonally. 


229 See https://profiles.rice.edu/faculty/james-tour for more in- 


formation. 


230 See https://www.israel365news.com/163533/americas-top- 


researcher-reveals-scientists-clueless-on-origins-of-life/ for more 
details. 
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| would like to begin this section by starting with 
the source of what most westerners think when they 
hear the word “God.” They think of the God mentioned 
in the Bible: The God that planted mankind in the Gar- 
den of Eden before He cast them out into the world of 
thorns and snakes to eke out a living by the sweat of 


their brow. 


As a result of being cast out into the world, peo- 
ple would need help in their flawed condition. 
Prophets and other messengers would be sent to help 
fallen mankind make it to the point where they could 
come into the presence of their Creator. This journey 
would be a long road, but they would not be left to do 
it on their own. There would be guidance for all willing 


to listen. 
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What is now known as the Old Testament was 
once several scrolls of writings such as the Tanakh. The 
writings of the entire Bible began around 1900 BC with 
the book of Job, and ended its writings in the second 


century AD. 


One interesting story, “Noah and the Ark” is not 
only found in the Bible, but in many cultures around 
the world. How is it that all cultures seem to have sto- 
ries of a universal flood? For example: The Epic of Gil- 
gamesh,231 A Choctaw Flood Story, Waynaboozho and 
the Great Flood,232 Cree Flood Story, and Vishnu Saves 


Man from a Great Flood233 just to name a few.234 


231 From Ancient Mesopotamia. 
232 From the Ojibwe America natives. 
233 Story from the Hindu. 


234 See https://www.pbs.org/independentlens/blog/a-flood-of- 


myths-and-stories/ for more details. 
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The Psalmist talked about the death of Jesus 
around a thousand years before He was born. Psalms 
22:16-18 states: “Dogs have surrounded me; a band of 
evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands 
and my feet. | can count all my bones; people stare and 
gloat over me. They divide my garments among them 
and cast lots for my clothing.” This describes how the 


future Romans will treat condemned people. 


On amore positive note the prophet Isaiah de- 
scribes the birth of Christ and what that would mean. 
Isaiah wrote this around the year 700 BC. 
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Isaiah declares in Isaiah 7:14, “Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign: The virgin235 will be with 
child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Im- 


manuel.”236 


We hear Christ came into the world from the 
words of his followers as they are found in the writings 
of the Bible. But what do contemporary histories of that 
time say? If there is no mention of Him then Christ 
might be considered a nobody as far as the world was 


concerned, or just a myth that never really was. 


235 The word “virgin” in the Hebrew language refers to any 
young girl, virgin or not. Mary was most likely around 16 years of 
age when she was married to Joseph. It is also claimed by some 
historians that Mary is Joseph's second wife, but the Bible does 
not include this information. 


236 Immanuel means "God is with us.” For more information look 
at Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible, Holman Treasury of Key Bible 
Words, and Tyndale Bible Dictionary on page 628. 
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Historians of the day did in-fact take note of 
Christ and the new radical religion He created. Those 


who wrote of Christ included Lucian of Samosata,237 


237 Lucian satirized the Christians in his “Passing of Peregrinus” 
as follows: "These deluded creatures, you see, have persuaded 
themselves that they are immortal and will live forever, which 
explains the contempt of death and willing self-sacrifice so 
common among them. It was impressed on them too by their 
lawgiver that from the moment they are converted, deny the 
gods of Greece, worship the crucified sage, and live after his 
laws, they are all brothers.” 
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Suetonius,238 Josephus,23? and others such as Cor- 
nelius Tacitus,240 who is considered the greatest histo- 


rian of the ancient world. Cornelius Tacitus said in his 


238 Gaius Suetonius Tranquillus is best known for his biogra- 
phies of the first 12 Caesars and makes mention of Nero's per- 
secution: "Punishment by Nero was inflicted on the Christians, a 
class of men given to a new and mischievous superstition." 


239 Flavius Josephus is also known as Joseph Ben Matthias. He 
was born in 38 AD at Jerusalem and died 100 AD in Rome. 
Josephus talks about Jesus in his book, “The Testimonium Fla- 
vianum” where he said: “About this time there lived Jesus, a wise 
man, if indeed one ought to call him a man. For he was one who 
performed surprising deeds and was a teacher of such people 
as accept the truth gladly. He won over many Jews and many of 
the Greeks. He was the Messiah. And when, upon the accusation 
of the principal men among us, Pilate had condemned him to a 
cross, those who had first come to love him did not cease. He 
appeared to them, spending a third day restored to life, for the 
prophets of God had foretold these things and a thousand other 
marvels about him. And the tribe of the Christians, so called after 
him, has still to this day not disappeared.” The works of Jose- 
phus can be downloaded for free at http://josephus.org. The site 
is not secure. 


240 Lived from 55 AD to 120 AD. 
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works “Annals”241 the following: “But not all the relief 
that could come from man, not all the Bounties that the 
prince could bestow, nor all the atonements which 
could be presented to the gods, availed to relieve Nero 
from the infamy of being believed to have ordered the 
conflagration, the fire of Rome. Hence to suppress the 
rumor, he falsely charged with the guilt, and punished 
Christians, who were hated for their enormities. Chris- 
tus, the founder of the name, was put to death by Pon- 
tius Pilate, procurator of Judea in the reign of Tiberius: 
but the pernicious superstition, repressed for atime 
broke out again, not only through Judea, where the 
mischief originated, but through the city of Rome also, 
where all things hideous and shameful from every part 
of the world find their Center and become popular. 
Accordingly, an arrest was first made of all who plead- 


ed guilty; then, upon their information, an immense 


241 Covers the period from Augustus's death in 14 AD to Nero's 
death in 68 AD. 
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multitude was convicted, not so much of the crime of 


firing the city, as of hatred against mankind.” 


A little over a hundred years after the last words 
of the New Testament were being written, Christianity 
was legalized in AD 313 with the Edict of Milan.242 But, 
Constantine243 was still pontifex maximus244 through- 
out his reign as a Roman Emperor. Constantine claimed 
much of his power by the justification of his develop- 
ment of his new religious allegiances. Even if Constan- 
tine’s motives were less than pure, these events show 
the minds of men were beginning to change even at 


the very top. 


242 Granted all persons freedom to worship whatever deity they 


pleased. See https://www.britannica.com/topic/Edict-of-Milan 
for more details. 


243 Born February 27, 280 AD and died May 22, 337 AD. 


244 Chairman of all the priests, of all the religions, of ancient 
Rome. 
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Before the time of Christ many religions taught 
loyalty to family and country, but loving an enemy or 
treating a foreigner as an equal was a weird new no- 
tion. Freedom was also a concept of the Christian that 
was a new outlandish thought. Before Christianity 
made its way into Roman society it was said, “Freedom 
is for the privileged; not the commoner!” Compassion 
began to shine which astonished the Romans and revo- 


lutionized everything. 
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The Christian message was a turning point in 
human history: slavery245 began to crumble, children246 
were treasured more, and women24’ started to be 


treated as equals. All civil rights movements that called 


245 Slavery was not based on race, and society did not view 
slavery as the moral dilemma we do today. You may download 
the PDF which addresses this issue at https://www.academia.e- 
du/4213180/Proto_racism_in_Graeco_Roman_antiquity. Parents 
even sold their own children into slavery if needed. Legal pro- 
tection of slaves continued to grow as the empire expanded. It 
became common throughout the mid to late second century AD 
to allow slaves to complain of cruel or unfair treatment by their 
owners. For more information on this you may view the PDFs at 
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Prostitution%2C-Sexual- 


ity%2C-and-the-Law-in-Ancient-Mcginn/551352fc5fe3df3eadb- 
b0841dcdbd5f7b0c9e93d. 


246 To learn more about children's lives in the ancient world visit 
https://eaglesanddragonspublishing.com/ancient-everyday- 
childbirth-in-the-ancient-world/ for more information. 


247 To learn about the life of ancient Roman women visit https:// 
www.thegreatcoursesdaily.com/role-of-women-in-ancient-rome/ 
for more details. 
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for freedom, brotherhood, and equality were all based 


on Jesus's ideas. 


On the Fourth of July248 in Atlanta, Georgia, Dr. 
King gave an address at the Ebenezer Baptist 
Church24? where he said in part, “One day we will win 
our freedom, but we will not only win freedom for our- 
selves, we will so appeal to your heart and your con- 


science that we will win you in the process.” 


248 The day The United States celebrates its freedom. 


249 See https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/publica- 


tions/knock-midnight-inspiration-great-sermons-reverend-mar- 
tin-luther-king-jr-4 for further details. 
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Also, “And so it is marvelous and great that we do 
have a dream, that we have a nation with a dream; and 
to forever challenge us; to forever give us a sense of 
urgency; to forever stand in the midst of the ‘isness’ of 
our terrible injustices; to remind us of the ‘oughtness’ 
of our noble capacity for justice, and love, and brother- 
hood." 
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Towards the end he states, “All men are created 
equal.’ (Amen!)259 And that means that every man who 
lives in a slum today (Preach it!) is just as significant as 
John D., Nelson, or any other Rockefeller. Every man 
who lives in the slum is just as significant as Henry Ford. 
All men are created equal, and they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain inalienable rights; rights that 
can't be separated from you. [clap] Go down and tell 
them, (No!) You may take my life, but you can’t take my 
right to life. You may take liberty from me, but you can't 
take my right to liberty. You may take from me the de- 
sire, you may take from me the propensity to pursue 
happiness, but you can’t take from me my right to pur- 


sue happiness.’ (Yes!)" 


“We hold these truths to be self-evident that all men 
are created equal and endowed by their Creator with 
certain inalienable Rights and among these are Life, 


Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.’ (Yes, sir!)" 


250 Audience’s responses are in parenthesis. 
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Paul accepted the institution of slavery25! and 
paying Roman taxes and other laws because he and 
those who listened to him had no other choice in the 


matter. Acceptance does not mean advocacy. 


251 This type of slavery was differently thought of in its day. “See 
Slavery in the Roman Empire vs. North American Colonies” at 
https://blogs.uw.edu/gonzalsa/2017/03/17/slavery-in-the-ro- 
man-empire-vs-north-american-colonies/ for more details. 
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It is interesting to note that the universal practice 
of slavery started losing ground with Christians coming 
to power starting in the fourth century AD.252 In fact, 


the only anti-slavery movements in history were orga- 


252 The period between 300 to 399 AD was the window when 
Constantine became the first Roman emperor to adopt Chris- 
tianity. In 303 AD Diocletian persecuted the Christians in 
earnest. In 306 AD Constantine came to power. Diocletian died 
in 311 AD which ended much of the Christian persecution. The 
following year, during a march on Rome, Constantine claimed to 
have seen the sign of across of light, and the words, "By this 
sign, conquer.” This is the basis for speculation on Rome's con- 
version to Christian tolerance. In 391 AD paganism officially 
ended with edicts published by Emperor Theodosius. At https:// 
fromthetrenchesworldreport.com/causes-for-the-fall-of-the-ro- 
man-empire/163097 it states: “In the later centuries of the Em- 
pire and the advent of Christianity the attitudes towards slaves 
changed. With manumission (the act of freeing a slave) the 
number of slaves declined together with the manpower that 
Rome was dependent upon.” 
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nized by Christians.253 And the only nations to abolish 


slavery were Christian ones. 


253 For example: Quakers in Germantown, now a suburb of 
Philadelphia, made the first recorded protest against slavery in 
1688. Both English and American Quakers began actively fight- 
ing against slavery starting in the 1700s. See http://www.quak- 
ersintheworld.org/quakers-in-action/56/Anti-Slavery-in-North- 
America for more information. This is not a secure site. 
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Consider the lines of the great spiritual: “Go 
down, Moses, way down to Egypt land and tell old 
Pharaoh, let my people go.”254 Here, from Exodus255 
chapters three to fifteen, the American slaves drew an 
analogy between their own condition and that of the 
Israelites under Egyptian captivity. American slaves 
even named their children Moses.25¢ The Bible provid- 
ed the slaves a great message of liberation and has 
shaped some of the greatest political ideas such as the 


establishment of human rights. 


254 This song is about freedom from bondage. See https://hym- 
nary.org/text/when_israel_was_in_egypts_land for the complete 
song. 


255 Other scriptures with the same theme include Psalms 114:1, 
John 8:36, and 1 Corinthians 10:1-13. 


256 For an interesting article on a slave named Moses see 
https://davidcecelski.com/2018/05/1 1/a-fugitive-slave-named- 


moses-an-artful-and-cunning-fellow/ for more details. 
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Fruits and Thorns 


In this section | will point out conditions under 
Christianity compared to the conditions found without 
Christianity. Matthew 7:16-20 states: 


16 You shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather 


grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 


17 Even so every good tree produces good fruit; but a 


corrupt tree produces evil fruit. 


18 A good tree cannot produce evil fruit, neither can a 


corrupt tree produce good fruit. 


19 Every tree that doesn't produce good fruit is cut 


down, and cast into the fire. 
20 Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them. 


With that in mind: What, if any, are the fruits of 
Christianity? And, if there are fruits, did thorns grow in 


its absence? 
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In this section | am combining the “thorns” with 
the “fruits” with the understanding that the “thorn” was 
replaced with the particular benefit referred to as the 
“fruit.” In picking out which “fruits” to use, | am exclud- 
ing those that have already been discussed, such as the 


scientific method. 


Additionally | am excluding those things which 
are obvious such as the Bible, and other holy and theo- 


logical writings.257 


257 How do you get a library of laws, letters, parables, poetry, 
stories, and wise sayings in a small compact format? Christian's 
innovation of the codex! The codex was the precursor of books. 
The Christian message in holy writing is not life after death, but 
eternal life right now. It is tempting to try and solve what will 
happen after death. But this misses the point of Christ's teaching 
in Luke 17:20-21 which says, “The kingdom of God is in the 
midst of you.” Eternity is here and now and is progressing no 
matter what existence we find ourselves in. 
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| am also excluding those things which | personal- 
ly consider fruits of a different nature than what | have 
in mind for this book, such as the Christian fruits found 
in the fine arts, music, theatre, architecture, and busi- 


ness.298 


Nor will | be addressing contributions made from 
other types of religious societies such as the many con- 
tributions made by the Islamic civilizations in mathe- 
matics, astronomy, and philosophy. In other words 
there are many other benefits of religions that some 
might reason deserve to be mentioned, but are not go- 
ing to be mentioned in this section as the length would 


be prohibitive. 


258 For example: The biblical doctrine of self-reliance such as 
that found in Philippians 4:13 saying, “I can do all things through 
him who strengthens me” and the practice of self-denial found 
in scripture such as Proverbs 25:28 stating that, “A man without 
self-control is like a city broken into and left without walls” are 
the foundation of the famous, "Protestant work ethic." These 
doctrines are at the heart of our current economic way of life. 


216 


For James 


First Fruit: A Less Violent World 


The earliest codification of Roman law made it 
mandatory for the father to kill any visibly deformed 
child born into the family. This practice was considered 
essential to the health of the society and was support- 
ed by prominent thinkers such as Plato, Aristotle, and 
Cicero, among others.25? The Bible has changed cul- 


tural views about women, children, and the oppressed. 


The Bible guided Christians in the first century 
towards a morality previously unseen in the Roman 


world.260 


259 Taken from notes on “Why You Think the Way You Do,” by 
Glenn Sunshine as found at http://paulasay.indstate.edu/faith/ 
lesson1.doc. Quoting Seneca in H. Kuhse’s book “The Sanctity of 
Human Life” he states, "Unnatural progeny we destroy; we 
drown even children who at birth are weakly and abnormal.” 


260 Two references for further reading would include, “How 
Christianity Changed the World” by Alvin J. Schmidt and, “De- 
stroyer of the Gods: Early Christian Distinctiveness in the Roman 
World” by Larry Hurtado. 
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Murder, idolatry, and sexual immorality are con- 
sidered by most people as nefarious acts. Paul warned 
the Romans in Romans 2:5, “Because of your stub- 
bornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up 
wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of 
the righteous judgement of God.” One of the ways a 
less-violent world was brought about was to end the 


indifference to evil that permeated Rome. 


If God is good and all powerful, why doesn’t He 
immediately destroy the perpetrators of evil? The an- 
swer is, because He is merciful and gives people a 


chance to change. 


Imagine if you were destroyed every time you did 
something incredibly thoughtless or greedy. You 
wouldn't last long and you wouldn't have the chance to 


learn and become a better person. 
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With Christ's atonement God made a covenant 
with mankind to find another answer to sin rather than 
to just destroy sinners. He made a way to bring his 


prodigal children2¢! to His home. 


Another way God destroys sin is to encourage 
people to change their minds. Your behavior reveals 
who you think you are. So if you think and believe you 
are a child of God you will act more and more like a 
child of God. 


If you believe you are a sinner you will act like a 
sinner. When you are converted to Christ you are made 
a saint and a child of God. That is your new identity in 


Him which will reflect God’s glory more and more. 


261 Refers to the story of the prodigal son found in Luke 
15:11-32. 
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It is impossible to disappoint God by falling short 
of what we should be in Him. Disappointment would 
imply God doesn't know everything, which is not true. 
God realizes we are incapable of doing anything on 


our own, so He made a way for us by giving us grace in 
Christ. 


Paul told the Romans in Romans 8:6, “The mind 
governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed 
by the Spirit is life and peace.” Sin is not the problem; 
murder, idolatry, and sexual immorality are symptoms 
of a wrong belief system. Behavior is just incidental. A 


violent world’s problem is the disbelief in Christ. 


We shouldn't focus on sins. Instead, we should 
give Jesus Christ our full attention. Colossians 3:2 tells 
us to, “Set your minds on things above, not on earthly 
things.” Trying to overcome sin by focusing on getting 
rid of sin means taking our eyes off of Jesus and believ- 


ing we have the ability to solve the problem ourselves. 
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Paul told the Romans in Romans 6:14, “You are 
not under the Law but under Grace.” Later in Romans 
10:4 he says, “Christ is the end of the Law.” He was 
telling the Roman citizens not to focus on the laws of 
the land262 and what they would like those laws of the 


land to be. 


Focus on Christ instead and imagine what He 
would require of you. Laws make us look inward at our 
failures while Christ helps us to focus on grace and 
what that grace means in our life. Christ is the sweet 
fruit on the Tree of Life and laws are the bitter husk to 
be peeled away. Laws and religious rules never pro- 
duce fruits of righteousness. Laws and rules only pro- 


duce radical nuts. 


262 This is a comparison to their Jewish brothers focusing on the 
Law of Moses. Greek and Roman members of Christ's church 
were familiar with the importance of Jewish Law in the eyes of 
the Jews but the Greek and Roman citizen's weren't indoctrinat- 
ed to that Law. They were instead indoctrinated into Roman law 
which did not always favor them. 
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Righteousness and goodness are the gifts we re- 


ceive from God rather than gifts we give to God. 


We don't give God anything except our will to fol- 
low Him. Jesus Christ is our righteousness because of 
what He did. We are to live by the life of Christ who 
dwells within us. Scriptures are not meant to be rules 
for living. Rather, their purpose is to point to Christ and 


reveal His beautiful grace. 
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Realizing God's grace with a grateful heart causes 
a greater desire to walk in a manner pleasing to Him. 
Grace empowers us to honor our Father through our 
actions. When we realize this we begin to understand 
that we are part of God and He wants that part to re- 
turn to Him. When we turn to returning to God, God's 


goodness causes us to have a change.?63 


263 Refers to the term “repentance.” Repentance is the Greek 
word “metanoia.” “Meta” meaning “after” and “noieo” meaning 
“to think as the result of observing.” Simply put, repentance 
means to change your mind. The change of behavior is only a 
secondary effect of changing your mind. 
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“Give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what 
is God’s”264 means that God stamped His image on us. 
We should offer our life back to God for His image on 
us shows His ownership. People are God's royal image- 
bearers and their life has meaning and dignity in the 
eyes of God. Murder is an offense against God Himself 
since we were created in His image. For this reason 
preserving human life must always be a priority over all 


other things.265 


Before Christianity men were generally hateful, 
deceitful, and cruel towards one another. Order was 
maintained by fear rather than being maintained by 


love or duty. 


264 Mark 12:17 


265 Pikuach Nefesh (pi-KOO-ahh NEH-fesh) = preservation of 
life. Jesus followed this principle by healing on the Sabbath 
even when accused of breaking the Sabbath for doing so. See 
Luke 13:10-13 and https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/ 


saving-a-life-pikuach-nefesh/ for more details. 
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Christianity taught the beautiful ideal of human 
brotherhood and carried the idea of brotherhood into 
practice while teaching the Savior's lesson that man is 
to be honored for simply being a man: Now every soul 


is precious, because Christ died for every soul.26¢ 


The sick are tended, the poor relieved; labor is 
noble rather than a thing to be despised; purity and 
resignation, peacefulness and pity, humility and self- 
denial, courtesy and self-respect are essential qualifica- 


tions for those called by the name of Christ.2¢7 


266 Romans 5:8 states: “But God shows his love for us in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 1 Timothy 2:6 uses 
the wording “ransom for ALL.” 


267 See "The Early Days of Christianity" by Frederick W. Farrar 
for more details. You can view the book at https://archive.org/ 


details/EarlyDaysOfChristianity. 
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These Christian attitudes changed the thinking 
patterns of the Roman people which changed the 
world into a more peaceful place. An example of an 
early Christian who helped stop ancient violence was 
Telemachus. Telemachus28 is credited as being the 


pivotal force ending the gladiator spectacles. 


Another example of how Christ teachings helped 
turn societies around include Christian missionaries 
sent out into areas that were unfamiliar with Christ and 
His message. Missionary followers of Jesus are credited 
with stopping cannibalism in many primitive societies. 
In 1606, a chain of eighty islands in the South Pacific 


was discovered by Fernandez de Quiros of Spain. 


268 The story of Telemachus was first told in a book titled “Eccle- 
siastical History, a History of the Church in 5 Books from AD 322 
to the Death of Theodore of Mopsuestia AD 427.” See https:// 


billpetro.com/history-of-telemachus for more details. 
226 


For James 


Two missionaries John Williams and James Harris 
from the London Missionary Society landed on this 
group of islands in 1839. Both of these missionaries 
were killed and eaten by cannibals on the island of Er- 
romanga on November 20 of that year, only minutes 


after going ashore. 


More missionaries were sent. By 1854 the sav- 
ages had thrown away their idols, renounced their hea- 
then customs and avowed themselves to be worship- 


pers of God.269 


269 See https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/you-will-be- 


eaten-by-cannibals-lessons-from-the-life-of-john-g-paton for 
more details. 
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Second Fruit: Expulsion of Slavery 


Romans thought that since we know what's supe- 
rior and inferior, we have the basis for determining 
what is right and wrong. The higher up on the hierarchy 
you are, the more authority you have over the things 
below you and the more rights and privileges you can 


claim for yourself. 


Some were considered more capable intellectu- 
ally than others. These superior people controlled so- 
ciety. Wealth, bloodline, and power were the criteria for 


determining who was superior to whom. 


Slaves were considered inferior to unfettered 
people. Aristotle called slaves “living tools,” little better 
than animals — thus undeserving of anything better 


than their lot in life.270 


270 Taken from notes on “Why You Think the Way You Do,” by 


Glenn Sunshine as found at http://paulasay.indstate.edu/faith/ 
lesson1.doc. 
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Peoples of the city of ancient Rome had roughly 
450,000 rightful citizens. When adding the 
subclasses,27! such as slaves, you may have a million or 
more people. It is common for historians to say about a 
third of the population were slaves. Some historians es- 


timate the slave population to be closer to 40%.272 


Religious Christian equality was the negation of 
slavery as practiced by a pagan society. Religious 
equality in Rome was a novelty. The early Christian 
church redeemed slaves out of its common resources, 
but did not attack slavery directly; but Christians acted 


as though slavery did not exist. 


271 Subclasses did not have full residential rights, such as the 
right to vote, and included: Women, children, slaves, resident 
aliens, transients, foreigners, visitors, and so forth. 


272 Information from "The Population of Ancient Rome” by 
Glenn R. Story found at https://www.cambridge.org/core/ser- 
vices/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/BACD7D- 
F32B0B77609CD6713B8AF88882/S0003598X00085859a.pdf/ 


the-population-of-ancient-rome.pdf. 
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Later barbarian invasions were calamitous for the 
slaves, increasing slave numbers which were diminish- 
ing. Documents of the fifth to the seventh century told 


of captives carried off by the barbarians to be slaves. 


Bishops, priests, monks, and pious laymen re- 
deemed many of them at great cost. By the Middle 
Ages slavery no longer existed in Christian countries; 
slavery had been replaced by serfdom, an intermediate 
condition in which a man enjoyed all his personal 
rights except the right to leave the land he cultivated 
and the right to freely dispose of his property. 


As a consequence of the wars against the Mus- 
sulman's and the commerce maintained with the East, 
the European countries bordering on the Mediter- 
ranean, particularly Spain and Italy, once more had 


slaves. 
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The Trinitarians, founded in 1198 by St. John of 
Matha and St. Felix of Valois, redeemed 900,000 slaves. 
The Order of Our Lady of Ransom, founded in the thir- 
teenth century by St. Peter Nolasco, redeemed 490,736 


slaves between the years 1218 and 1632.273 


None of the expeditions sent against the Barbary 
States by the Powers of Europe, or America equaled 
“the moral effect produced by the ministry of consola- 
tion, peace and abnegation, going even to the sacrifice 
of liberty and life, which was exercised by the humble 
sons of St. John of Matha, St. Peter Nolasco, and St. 


Vincent of Paul.”274 


273 See https://www.catholic.com/encyclopedia/slavery for 


more details. 


274 From Page 142 of Bonnet-Maury’s, “France, Christianisme et 
Civilisation,” published in 1907. 
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A second revival of slavery took place after the 
discovery of the New World by the Spaniards in 1492. 
The full potential for this second revival was reduced 
with the petitions of Las Casas on behalf of the aborig- 
ines of America and the censure of popes both against 
the enslavement of those aborigines and the traffic in 
Negro slaves. England, France, Portugal and Spain, all 


participated in the nefarious traffic of slaves at the time. 


In 1871 the writer Ernest Havet in his book, “Le 
christianisme et ses origines” page 21 stated that the 
Papacy had not yet been able “to make up its mind to 
condemn slavery.” He forgot that, in 1462, Pius II de- 
clared slavery to be “a great crime” in magnum scelus. 


In 1537, Paul Ill forbade the enslavement of the Indians. 
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Additionally Pius VIl demanded of the Congress 
of Vienna, in 1815, to suppress the slave-trade. Gregory 
XVI condemned slavery altogether in 1839. Everyone 
should know of the beautiful letter Leo XIII wrote in 
1888, addressed to the Brazilian bishops, exhorting 
them to banish from their country the remnants of slav- 
ery. The bishops responded with their most energetic 
efforts, and many generous slave-owners freed their 


slaves, as in the first ages of the Church. 


Prior to the American Civil War, British evangelical 
William Wilberforce275 was the primary driver behind 
the ending of the international slave trade. As a result 
of his efforts, the Slavery Abolitions act was passed by 
the House of Commons in July of 1833 and within a 


month it became law. 


275 See https://www.britannica.com/biography/William-Wilber- 


force for more details. 
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On the other side of the Atlantic Ocean, abolition 
societies worked tirelessly to free slaves. Two-thirds of 
the members of the American abolition society27é6 in 


1835 were Christian ministers. 


The slave-trade still continues for the use of Mus- 
sulman countries. Some writers of the Socialist School 
say the disappearance of slavery is due to the evolution 
of interests and economics. Their critique shows their 
materialistic conception of history. Yet the fact remains 
that the disappearance of slavery is Christianity acting 


through its teachings and the influence of its charity.277 


276 See http://americanabolitionists.com/american-abolition- 
society.html for details. This is not a secure site. 


277 Details for this can be found at https://www.catholic.com/ 
encyclopedia/slavery. On page 179 of “Encyclopaedia Perthen- 
sis, Or, Universal Dictionary of the Arts, Sciences, Literature, Etc: 
Intended to Supersede the Use of Other Books of Reference, 
Volume 18” published by the University of Minnesota states, 
“Christians have also contributed greatly to the abolition of slav- 
ery, or at least to the mitigation of the rigor of servitude.” 


234 


For James 


Fruit Three: More Human Rights and Relief The idea that 
all people had human rights, is extended from the be- 
lief that God created all mankind in His image.278 This 
was of most importance to those with the least power in 
society.27? Women, for example, were considered prop- 
erty. The hierarchy of the ancient world met that a 
woman was more valuable than a slave but less valu- 
able than a man. Women were often used as bartering 
chips used in a trade and the only right a woman had 
was through her husband. The woman had no right to 
her estate should her husband die. The best she could 
hope for was to have a son that would take over and be 


kind to her.280 


278 Genesis 1:27 


279 See Charles Schmidt book “The Social Results of Early Chris- 
tianity” for more details. The book may be viewed at https:// 
archive.org/details/bub_gb_X-UROGF6ZcUC. 


280 For more information on the role of women in the ancient 
world see https://www.thegreatcoursesdaily.com/role-of- 
women-in-ancient-rome/ for more information. 
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Christianity was the first religion not to force 
women28! into marriages. Christianity was the first reli- 
gion to accept women and slaves as full members be- 
ing able to participate fully and equally in worship and 
community. Christianity was the first religion to let 
women retain control of her husband's estate if he 
died. 


The Christian requirement for heterosexual 
monogamous love provided the basis for a lasting and 
exclusive relationship between husband and wife, ori- 
ented toward the rearing of children. Christians did not 
cohabitate. If a Christian man wanted to live with a 
woman he had to marry her which gave the women 


greater security. 


281 See “The Power and Presence of Women In The Earliest 


Churches” by Greg Carey at https://www.huffpost.com/entry/ 
women-in-the-earliest-churches_b 985526 for more informa- 
tion. 
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The pagan double standard of allowing married 
men to have extramarital sex and mistresses was for- 
bidden. In all these ways Christian women had greater 
security and equality than other women. These things 


showed Christianity favored security for the woman.282 


Christian religion emphasizes showing mercy to 
the neediest and lowliest in society. For example, the 
Parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:30-37 is a 


classic illustration of this.283 


282 See Rodney Stark’s book, “The Rise of Christianity” for more 
information. Rodney Stark is the Distinguished Professor of the 
Social Sciences at Baylor University. You can download the book 
at https://bibleandbookcenter.com/read/the-rise-of-christianity/. 


283 Christian hospitals, disaster relief, soup kitchens, and thrift 
shops are some examples of this. As contradictory as this may 
sound, people who believe most in the next world do the most 
to improve the situation of people living in this one. 
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In addition to elevating the marginalized in soci- 
ety, the Christian community has gone to great lengths 
to serve the helpless. In Mark Teasdale’s book entitled 
“Methodist Evangelism, American Salvation,”284 it 
claims on page 203 that, “The new view of evangelism 
called for the denomination to undertake two new 
forms of activities: humanitarian aid and social witness. 
Humanitarian aid went beyond the individual help that 
many home missionaries were already providing to 


people within their care.” 


284 The full title of the book is: “Methodist Evangelism, American 
Salvation: The Home Missions of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, 1860-1920" 

238 


For James 


“It involved creating new structures that would 
augment the political, economic, and social systems so 
that those systems might be more humane. It included 
the establishment of Methodist hospitals in all the ma- 
jor cities in the United States. These hospitals were re- 
quired to provide the best treatment possible free of 
charge to all who needed it, and were often staffed by 
deaconesses who trained as nurses. Homes for the 


aged and orphanages were also part of this work.” 


The book “Models for Christian Higher Educa- 
tion”285 states: “Wesleyan institutions, whether hospi- 
tals, orphanages, soup kitchens, or schools, historically 
were begun with the spirit to serve all people and to 


transform society.” 


285 The full title of the book is “Models for Christian Higher Edu- 
cation: Strategies for Success in the Twenty-First Century” edited 
by R. T. Hughes and W. B. Adrian. You may view this book at 


https://archive.org/details/modelsforchristiO000unse. 
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Many Christian denominations were responsible 
for the establishment of hospitals, universities, orphan- 
ages, soup kitchens, and schools to follow Jesus's 
command to serve all people, “For the Son of Man 


came not to be served but to serve.”286 


The Catholic Church established a hospital sys- 
tem in Medieval Europe different from that of the 
Greeks and Romans. These hospitals helped "particular 
social groups marginalized by poverty, sickness, and 
age,” according to Guenter Risse in the book “Mending 


Bodies, Saving Souls: A History of Hospitals.”287 


286 Mark 10:45. Also see https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Con- 
gregations-and-Synods/~/link.aspx?_id=A03FA89E- 
BC89453BA4EBB11E4BDD9052&_z=z as an example. 


287 You can download this book at https://www.academia.edu/ 


5900700/Mending_Bodies_ Saving Souls_A_History_of_Hospi- 
tals. 
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In 2009, Catholic hospitals in the US received ap- 
proximately one of every six patients.288 Nuns are 
trained to "see Jesus in the face of every patient" and 
the nuns helped hospitals focus on serving the needy 


over profit.289 


288 See https://www.aclu.org/press-releases/new-report-reveals- 
1-6-us-hospital-beds-are-catholic-facilities-prohibit-essential for 


details. 


289 See https://patriotpost.us/opinion/60799-history-of-hospitals- 
and-healthcare-201 9-01-28 for more details. 
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Forth Fruit: Education and the War on Illiteracy 


From the beginning of Judaism, from which 
Christianity is derived, there was an emphasis on the 
written word.270 The Catholic Church founded the 
West's first universities, which were preceded by the 
schools attached to monasteries and cathedrals, and 


generally staffed by monks and friars. 


In evangelized lands, the first people to operate 
schools were Roman Catholics. In some countries, the 
Church is the main provider of education or significant- 
ly supplements government forms of education. Pres- 
ently, the Catholic Church operates the world's largest 


non-governmental school system.27! 


290 See https://patternsofevidence.com/2020/10/23/literacy-in- 
ancient-israel/ for more information. 


291 See https://www.internationalstudent.com/student-news/ar- 


ticles/catholic-schools-usa/ for more details. 
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Many of Western Civilization's most influential 
universities were founded by the Catholic Church. In 
addition, Christian monks built libraries and in the days 
before printing presses, preserved important earlier 
writings produced in Latin, Greek, and Arabic. Chris- 
tians also have a significant amount of gender equality 
in educational attainment, and one of the reasons is the 
encouragement of the Protestant Reformers in promot- 


ing the education of women. 
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The medieval universities of Western Christen- 
dom were well-integrated across all of Western Europe, 
encouraged freedom of enquiry and produced a great 
variety of fine scholars and natural philosophers, in- 
cluding Robert Grosseteste2?2 of the University of Ox- 
ford, an early professor of a systematic method of sci- 
entific experimentation; and Saint Albert the Great,273 a 
pioneer of biological field research. According to Geof- 
fery Blainey,2%4 the university became a hallmark of 
Christian Civilization, though he writes, "In the most re- 


cent century perhaps no institution has done more to 


292 See https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/grosseteste/ for more 


information. 


293 See https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Albertus- 


Magnus for more details. 


294 See https://www.britannica.com/biography/Geoffrey-Blainey 


for more information. 
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promote an alternative or secular view of the world.”29 
But the phenomenon of education for the masses has 


its roots in the Protestant Reformation.2% 


In order to promote Bible literacy, Christians have 
been leaders in education. This trend was accelerated 
with the advent of the printing press at about the same 
time as the Protestant Reformation. Many of the world's 
languages were first set to writing by Christian mis- 


sionaries in order for people to read the Bible.29” 


295 From Geoffery Blainey’s 2011 book titled “A Short History of 
Christianity.” The book is 550 pages long and is realistic, and 
balanced, when talking about the positive and negative events 
found in history involving Christians. 


296 See https://www.history.com/topics/reformation/reformation 


for more information on “The Reformation.” 


297 See https://trisagionseraph.tripod.com/christian.html for 


more details. 
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In America, the first law to require education of 
the masses was passed by the Puritans. The law called 
the "Old Deluder Satan Act of 1647"2%8 was in refer- 
ence to the devil, who got a foothold into people's 
lives because of their ignorance of Scripture. The Puri- 
tans believed all individuals should be able to read and 


interpret the Bible for themselves. 


For the first 200 years since the first settlements 
gained a foothold in America, children's reading texts 
emphasized biblical literacy. Church leaders and hu- 
manitarians were concerned for the welfare of children. 
They believed that a strong education was not only ap- 


propriate, but an inalienable right owed to all.279 


298 See https://mtsu.edu/first-amendment/article/1032/old-de- 
luder-satan-act-of-1647 for details. 


299 See https://www.ushistory.org/us/39a.asp for more on pub- 


lic education. 
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All those who were interested in pursuing a life- 
time of divinity had no choice but to pursue a formal 
higher education, thus providing the catalyst for found- 
ing American colleges such as Harvard, The College of 
William and Mary, Yale, Princeton, University of Penn- 


sylvania, and Columbia to name a few.30 


300 Tid-bits: Yale was mainly concerned with providing a supply 
of learned ministers. Harvard's first scholarship fund was created 
in 1643 with a gift from Ann Radcliffe, Lady Mowlson. Columbia 
had only eight students in its first class. See https://worldhisto- 
ry.us/american-history/colonial-america-colonial-colleges-the- 
first-five.php for details. 
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In the year 1860 the seventh Federal Census 
showed the following facts about universities: 49 were 
Presbyterian, 34 were Methodist, 32 were Congrega- 
tionalist, 25 were Baptists, 14 were Catholic, 11 were 
Episcopalian, 6 were Lutheran, 5 were Disciples of 
Christ, and 4 were the German Reformed church. There 
were only 21 universities in the whole country that were 
not associated with a specific religion. That means al- 
most 90% of all universities and colleges were started 


by religious bodies.301 


301 See https://edblogs.columbia.edu/histx3570-001-2014-1/ 


timelines/early-american-colleges-1636-1860-a-timeline/ for 
more details. 
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While many of these universities have lost their 
Christian identities, it is interesting to read the found- 
ing statements of these schools. Harvard, for example, 
was founded on this statement: “Let every student be 
plainly instructed, and earnestly pressed to consider 
well, the main end of his life and studies is, to know 
God and Jesus Christ which is eternal life, John 17:3. 
‘Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” The 
1692 motto of Harvard was the Latin “Veritas Christo et 
Ecclesiae” meaning “Truth for Christ and the 
Church."302 


302 See http://www.hcs.harvard.edu/~gsascf/shield-and-veritas- 


history/ for more details. This is not a secure site. 
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Fifth Fruit: Freedom 


America's first constitution was the Fundamental 
Orders of Connecticut inspired by Thomas Hooker's 
sermon he gave on May 31, 1638. The Puritan framers 
of this document constructed the Fundamental Orders 
of Connecticut with a preamble and 11 laws grounded 
in scripture.3°3 Following constitutions formed in “the 
land of the free” contained many similarities to this first 
constitution. At least 50 of the 55 signers of the US 
Constitution were orthodox Christians. For example, 


Hugh Williamson was a minister.304 


303 See https://connecticuthistory.org/the-fundamental-orders- 


of-connecticut/ for more details. 


304 See https://www.dar.org/signers-us-constitution for more 


details. 
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James Madison wrote in the Federalist Papers: “If 
men were angels, no government would be 


necessary.305 


There is no doubt the concept of our Constitu- 
tional checks and balances is a result of the biblical 
doctrine of the sinfulness of mankind.3° All of our 
founders understood the importance of this doctrine to 


balance out and check each other's power. 


305 See https://www.history.com/topics/us-government/checks- 


and-balances for more details. 


306 An example of this would be found in Isaiah 64:6 which says, 
“All our righteous deeds have become polluted. We all fade like 
a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.” 
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Resentment towards a totalitarian governmental 
body was shared throughout the nation at the time of 
the framing of the constitution of the United States. 
America's doctrine was thus to operate by, “The rule of 
law” rather than by “The authority of man” as with the 
old Monarchs. The idea that all men are created equal 
as stated in the Declaration of Independence is a bibli- 
cal doctrine3°7 that, “God shows no partiality” as de- 


clared in Romans 2:11. 


307 One example would include Galatians 3:28: “There is nei- 
ther Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no 
male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 
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The notion of the ruling power of God308 which 
governs the ruling power of the state is certainly a bib- 
lical notion as mentioned in Romans 13:1 saying, “Let 
every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there 
is no power but of God: the powers that be are or- 
dained of God.” The existence of moral absolutes30? is 
important in the Declaration of Independence such as 
“self-evident” truths and “unalienable rights” from the 


Creator. 


308 This is mentioned in the Mayflower Compact, the Declara- 
tion of Independence, all 50 state constitutions, our currency, 
and many others. 


30? Protagoras (490 BC-420 BC) said society decides what is 
right and ethical and there are no absolutes and everything is 
subjective. Mankind will always argue over which things are 
moral absolutes and which are not, and then they will change 
their mind from time to time. It is therefore essential to obtain 
this information from an unmovable source. By saying, “It de- 
pends,” opens the door to barbarism; for anything can be justi- 
fied. 
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Many other aspects of our laws come directly 
from the Bible--for example the judicial, legislative and 
executive branches can be traced back to Isaiah 33:22 
saying: “For the Lord is our judge (judicial branch), the 
Lord is our lawgiver (legislative branch), the Lord is our 


king (executive branch).” 


Fair judicial trials with witnesses have numerous 
Old and New Testament support such as the passage 
found in Jeremiah 22:16 urging, “Give the poor a fair 
trial” and Deuteronomy 19:15-21 which outlines the 
rules of a trial by starting out: “A single witness shall not 


suffice.” 
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Regarding civil liberty, founding fathers such as 
John Adams emphasized 2 Corinthians 3:17 “Now the 
Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is freedom” as the basis for American civil liberty. 
The slogan on the Liberty Bell is "Proclaim Liberty 
throughout the land unto all the Inhabitants Thereof" is 
based on Leviticus 25:10.319 John Adams further stated 
that, “Our Constitution was made only for a moral and 
religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the gov- 


ernment of any other.’3"1 


310 "Proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants” 


311 From John Adams address to the Massachusetts Militia, on 
11 October 1798. See https://founders.archives.gov/docu- 
ments/Adams/99-02-02-3102 for more details. 
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Communism opposes freedom with an atheistic 
system that relies on the non-biblical notion3'2 that all 
men will work for the common good.3!3 As proven by 
history, communism is an economic failure because the 
idea that men will work for the common good is a false 


premise. 


312 Without the Spirit of God men are evil. Paul said in Romans 
3:12 “They have all turned aside; they have together become 
unprofitable; there is none who does good, no, not one.” It has 
been this way since the beginning of recorded time as noted in 
Genesis 6:5: “Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually.” Solomon continued this observa- 
tion by saying in Ecclesiastes 7:20, “For there is not a just man on 
earth who does good and does not sin.” 


313 The idea that all men will work for the common good began 
around the same time as the Industrial Revolution which started 
in the 1730s. During this time Jean-Jacques Rousseau came up 
with the saying, “liberté, égalité, and fraternité" along with the 
idea that people are instinctively good and it was society that 
moved us from virtue towards vice and from happiness to mis- 
ery. See https://www.the-philosophy.com/rousseau-philosophy- 
summary for more details about Jean-Jacques Rousseau. 
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As put by Dinesh D'Souza, "The system of mod- 
ern capitalism arose in the West. To some it is surpris- 
ing that capitalism developed so easily in conjunction 
with a Christian ethic. But capitalism satisfied the Chris- 
tian demand for an institution that channels selfish hu- 


man desire toward the betterment of society. 


“Some critics accuse capitalism of being a selfish 
system, but the selfishness is not in capitalism—it is in 
human nature....While profit remains the final goal, en- 
trepreneurs spend the better part of each day figuring 
out how better to serve the needs of their actual and 
potential customers. They are operationally, if not in- 
tentionally, altruistic... One may say that capitalism civi- 
lizes greed in much the same way that marriage civi- 


lizes lust.”314 


314 From Dinesh D’Souza’s book “What's So Great About Chris- 
tianity?” D'Souza plays devil's advocate on both sides of the 


fence to look at Christianity from a secular view rather than a 
Christian view. 
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Next? 


Arguments are claims backed by reasons that are 
supported by evidence such as example case studies, 
statistical probabilities, as well as the testimony of eye- 
witnesses and experts.3!5 | have provided all of these in 
defense of theism. Yet some will not believe or even 
consider looking further into a relationship with God. | 
am not ignorant that people often do what they want 


rather than what is right. 


| have been guilty of this way too often. | have of- 
ten lived in the moment rather than thinking about to- 
morrow and | lived to regret it. Past experiences will al- 
ways have a stronger grip. The future has no experi- 
enced feelings associated with it and you can't com- 
pare the future to anything. Future plans and wishes 


always seem to be quickly lost to the here and now. 


315 See https://www.comm.pitt.edu/argument-claims-reasons- 


evidence for more details. 
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All we ever know is based on what we grasp. | am 
reminded of the story of Adam and Eve in the Garden 
of Eden. Their story happens everyday in the lives of 
people living on this planet. In other words, Adam and 
Eve is the allegory of you and me and how we fool our- 


selves and how we are fooled by others. 


That crafty serpent got Eve to do what she knew 
she shouldn't do. How? By asking in Genesis 3:1, “Did 
God really say, You must not eat from every tree of the 
garden?” Satan cast doubt and replaced it with another 
interpretation of God's word. For example: “God's test- 
ing your courage, not your obedience.” Or, “God's not 
good if He prevents you from eating what you want! He 
just wants to keep you down, girl.” No matter how he 
actually said it, the message he sent was: “Disobedi- 


|” 


ence is the way to go, Eve 
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Because Eve listened to Satan, he had her. Satan 
isn't a pro at selling a particular position as much as 
he’s a pro at selling doubt. Satan is the top dealer of 
doubt. His argument that you should doubt cannot be 
stopped by data, reality, or truth. 


Satan will say: “With all of the hatred, injustice, 
suffering, and ugliness that is in the world, you can't ac- 
tually believe in a just God, can you?” What you should 
notice about your outrage of these things that are 
wrong in the world is this outrage is evidence you have 


a divine spark of empathy in you. 
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What Satan will tell you is to ignore the world 


where there still exists undeserved forgiving love.31é 


316 Luke 7:37-47 tells of a woman living a sinful life that learned 
Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with 
an alabaster jar of perfume. She stood behind Him at his feet 
weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears. Then she 
wiped Jesus’s feet with her hair, kissed His feet and poured per- 
fume on them. This was possible because the Jews ate in a re- 
clined position rather than sitting at a table. When the Pharisee 
who had invited Him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man 
were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what 
kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.” Jesus said, “Simon, | 
have something to tell you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he said. “Two 
people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him 500 


denarii,* and the other 50. Neither could pay him back, so he for- 
gave the debts of both. Which of them will love him more?” Si- 
mon replied, “Il suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiv- 
en.” “You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. Then He turned to- 
ward the woman and said, “Do you see this woman? | came into 
your house. You didn’t give me water for my feet, but she wet my 
feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You didn’t give 
me a kiss, but this woman has not stopped kissing my feet. You 
didn't put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my 
feet. Therefore, | tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as 
her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little, 


loves little.” 
*The plural of denarius. One silver denarius was the daily wage of 


a laborer (See Matthew 20:2). 
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When the Bible says, “Adam knew Eve his wife 
and she conceived” they are using the Hebrew word 
“yada” which really does mean “to know” and is the 
same word used to describe the knowledge of God.3!7 
With this knowing, we are meant to have oneness with 
God; however, doubt destroys our ability to know God 
and banishes us from the Garden of Eden into the lone 


and dreary world. 


317 yt) is the Hebrew verb meaning "to know” and is translated 
as “yada” (yaw-dah’). For a comparison: Genesis 3:5 “On”M 

YN vy DnNINa" “and ye shall be as gods, knowing good” 
compared to Genesis 4:1 “NIN “NN YT DIN” translates to “And 
Adam knew Eve his wife.” Information is taken from Strong's 
Concordance and Englishman's Concordance. The Englishman's 
Hebrew and Chaldee Concordance can be viewed at https:// 
archive.org/details/englishmanshebrO0wigrgoog/page/n4/ 
mode/2up while Strong's Concordance PDF can be down- 
loaded at https://www.itseyeris.com/book/strongs-concor- 
dance-2020/. 
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Gilbert Keith Chesterton3'8 said, “Christianity has 
not been tried and found wanting; it has been found 
difficult and not tried.”319 Life is difficult and it is easier 
to give-in and give-up. Life’s sufferings can trump all 
reasonable arguments. But, suffering does something 
that nothing else can do. Suffering invites us to rise 


above our animal instincts and participate in the divine. 


318 Often called the “Prince of Paradox.” See https://www.chris- 
tianitytoday.com/ct/2001/augustweb-only/8-27-52.0.htm!?pag- 
ing=off#bmb=1 for more information. 


319 Found at https://www.azquotes.com/author/2799- 
Gilbert_K_Chesterton. 


263 


For James 


Suffering becomes a part of the divine dimension 
of a person. God created people who make wrong 
choices, who run amok, and cause Him to suffer with 
their delinquency. His agapi32° devotion for each indi- 
vidual was the one thing that was strong enough to 
turn personal selfishness into a comradeship focused 
on sacrifice, service, and unselfishness for each other. 
When we suffer we can be purged of the ego idol,321 


and find our place in the eternal community. 


320 A Greek word that denotes a divine unconditional love. 


321 The worship of self. 
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Dr. Viktor Frankl322 was sent to Auschwitz.323 Dr. 
Frankl taught a way to stay sane in an uncaring envi- 
ronment and protect your heart and soul. The best way 
to do this is to search for moments of decency and in- 
tegrity by looking for ways to serve at least one human 
being every day, even when others around you are giv- 


ing up on their own sense of humanity. 


322 Doctor Viktor Frankl did much work on the search for the 
meaning of life as a central motivating force. He published 39 
books including “Man’s Search for Meaning” which he wrote in 
nine days. 


323 This was actually a complex of over 40 concentration and 


extermination camps located in Poland. Auschwitz was originally 
built as an army barracks. 
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Take a deep breath in and out as you say, “Please 
open my heart and give me strength to make sure | re- 
spond with firmness and decency here. Show me the 
way to be effective, strong, and kind at the same time.” 
Mankind has two forces inside that oppose each other. 
One is outwardly focused; the other is internally fo- 
cused. Focus outward, and you are drawn into a larger 


self. 


Focus inward, and you distance yourself from 
what could have been. What we choose determines 
our direction. All genuine conscious actions are moral 
actions. Genuine evil or goodness arises from an inner 
choice. One choice works for our good, one works 
against us. When we choose we break the tie and cast 


the deciding vote. 
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The trouble is our neuron-synaptic324 gets home- 
sick. When we go back home we think we're making 
the right choice because it “feels” right at the moment. 
This is how we resist change and constantly re-choose 
the familiar even if the long term result is bad. When 
we give in we are making choices with our carnal325 
body rather than our spiritual mind326 and we won't 


change. 


324 This is critical for information processing. See https:// 
pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32169170/ for more information. 


325 Given to pleasures and appetites. See https://www.merriam- 


webster.com/dictionary/carnal for more details. 


326 Filled with holy desires and purposes. See https://www.mer- 


riam-webster.com/dictionary/spiritually-minded for more de- 
tails. 
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Our freedom of choice determines what mind we 
want. The frontal lobe is the least hardwired of all,327 
which allows us to think, act, and choose differently. 
Knowledge may lack experience, but knowledge is the 
harbinger of experience. We gain knowledge so we 


can demonstrate that knowledge in doing. 


New knowledge prepares you for a new experi- 
ence, and the more knowledge you have, the better 
prepared you are for that experience. Knowledge and 
experience work together. When you apply knowledge 
you have the opportunity to modify your behavior to 
create a new experience. Here, in the words of this 
book, is knowledge. The next step is your willingness to 


experience. 


327 See https://www.spinalcord.com/frontal-lobe for more in- 


formation. 
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Nerve cells hold hands in a three-dimensional 
web in new combinations and sequences all the time, 
but that web can't change itself without an intelligence; 
a spirit. This spirit is connected to God, who gives life 
and heals self-inflicted wounds. The moment you die 
your body breaks down because your spirit created by 


God, which gives the body life’s force, has left. 


To some extent those who get sick, acknowledge 
at least a partial disconnect with God.328 Their ungodly 
attitudes led to actions that took them away from 


health. They can learn how to reconnect with God and 
be healed. 


328 See “Chapter Four - Causes of Sickness” at https://www.mir- 


aclevalley.net/subpage15.html to see how this disconnection is 
a contributing factor to the distancing of well-being. 
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7 


When we use the expression “mind over matter’ 
it means we have decided to act on faith despite con- 
ventional thinking or obstacles. Where we place our 
faith outlines the course of our life. We can learn, 
change perceptions, and become different by literally 


making up a new mind. 


After you have read the wrangle of words in this 
book, remember how significant this discussion is. 
Think about what has been said concerning case stud- 
ies, statistical probabilities, as well as the testimony of 
eyewitnesses and experts written down here and in the 
links provided for your further study. After you have 
read and thought about the things you read, decide 
what direction you want to go. If you don’t want change 


there is nothing more that can be done. 
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It would be useful if we have all the available evi- 
dence and the time to consider every angle of a pro- 
posed belief. But we rarely have that luxury. Often, we 
find ourselves with not enough time or not enough ev- 
idence and we have to rely on what we choose to be- 


lieve, to guide our actions.329 


329 William James believed that any idea, if acted upon, is found 
to be true to us by the steps we take. Putting the idea into prac- 
tice is the process by which it comes true. For example, if | don't 
believe there is a God | will do nothing to find God and, as ex- 
pected, | will never find God. If | believe in God and want to find 
Him | will take steps to find Him. My actions have made my belief 
come true. William James as a result said, "Act as if what you do 
makes a difference. It does.” What is wanted will lead to actions 
or non-actions that contribute to what you desire most. For more 
wisdom from William James visit https://www.uky.edu/~eushe2/ 


quotations/james.html. 
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But if you decide that change is important and 
have a sincere desire to change because of the gravity 
of the matter, you must ask for confirmation. | would 
next urge you to ask the Eternal Father in the name of 
Christ if He is really there, “Because this is important 
enough to lay down the old past life.” Ask sincerely, 
free of hypocrisy, with the intent of following Him at all 
times and in all places in whatever thing He asks. If so, 
He will give you an unmistakable realization He is there 
through the power of the Holy Spirit which declares the 
truth of all things. 


Ask with the same intensity as the woman talked 
about in Luke 15:8 which says, “Suppose a woman has 
ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn't she light a lamp, 
sweep the house, and look diligently everywhere until 
she finds it?” How much more important is the knowl- 


edge of God than a silver coin? Only you can decide. 
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| remember a story about deciding what to do. | 
was a Cub Scout at the time. The story | heard went 
something like this: There was a council of young chiefs 
that wished to get rid of the old head chief. They de- 
cided to make him look foolish in front of the tribe so 
he would be banished. They caught a small bird and 
held it with one wing sticking out of a clenched fist. 
Then they asked the head chief in front of the tribe, “Is 
this bird alive or dead?” If he said, “Alive” the bird 
would be squeezed to death and dropped to the 
ground. If he said, “Dead” they would let the bird fly 
away. Rather than answering “Alive” or “Dead” the old 


wise chief said: “You decide.” 


And this is what we have here. Do you squeeze 
the life out of it and let it fall to the ground, or do you 
give it freedom and see where it flies? The choice is up 


to you. 
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Faith 


The Hissings and Methods of the Snake: 


Atheists claim Christians use a sneaky tactic 
called “faith.” Whenever atheists hear the word “faith,” 
they replace the word “faith” with the wording of “pre- 
tending to know things.” For example: If you say, “| 
have faith in God” they will think or say, “You pretend to 
know things you don't know about God.” An atheist will 
tell you, “Your so-called ‘faith’ removes curiosity, 
knowledge about what to value in living,33° and re- 
places wonder with arrogance, false humility, and war- 


rantless confidence.”331 


330 “It is foolish to prepare for the eternities when you can eat, 
drink, and be merry right now.” 


331 4 Peter 5:8 warns us: “Be sober, be vigilant; because your 
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walks about, seeking whom 
he may devour.” 
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| find it very interesting that atheists will often pair 
words associated with God with words associated with 
dread and horror. You will also note how the atheist 
takes up name calling, shaming, and guilt as their last 
best strategy, especially when other schemes to de- 


stroy faith don’t work. 


Their hatred will often attack faith and their igno- 
rance will mock faith, but in the end, faith still stands. | 
will show you the more subtle way the atheist attempts 
to destroy faith in more detail, using the same method 


the snake used on Eve.332 


Name calling and verbal attacks on the intelli- 
gence of those with faith is common and is used from 


the subtle level to the loudly overt. 


332 Genesis 3:1: Now the serpent was more crafty than any of 
the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, 
“Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from every tree in the gar- 
den?” In-other-words: Casting doubt! 
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If you want a good example of this type of attack, 
just review the section “The Post” at the beginning of 
this book. Here the speaker is essentially calling those 
with faith as having no more intelligence than a dog or 
the dumbest rock-thrower in the caveman cave com- 


plex. 


Now since those with faith are so stupid, it should 
be easy to destroy those who claim to have faith. The 
atheist community employs liberal$33 politicians, uni- 
versity professors, and others of influence on the war 
against faith as a cornerstone of a larger strategy to 


combat faith in the upcoming generation. 


333 Liberal Democrats tend to be anti-religion. See https://polit- 
icalticker.blogs.cnn.com/2008/12/31/lawsuit-seeks-to-stop-reli- 
gious-references-at-inauguration/comment-page-10/ or https:// 
www.conservativedailynews.com/2019/09/democrats-pass-reso- 
lution-opposing-christianity-and-exalting-atheism/ or https:// 
spectator.org/atheists-laud-democrats-for-removing-god/ as ex- 


amples. 
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Often the primary goal of atheists is to teach oth- 
ers how to destroy belief and faith in God by casting 
doubt and mistrust in people of faith. 


The ideal target is the youth since they are mal- 
leable with lots of time to work on them, thus “creating 
skeptical atheists.” There is great hope in this, since 
youth from religious homes who abandon their faith 
rarely ever regain it. And, as faith plummets, accep- 


tance of atheism will rise. 


One way is for the atheist to get the young per- 
son to redefine faith from a, “Belief in something true 
despite a lack of proof,” to “Doxastic334 pathology” due 
to: “Certainty, prejudice, pretending, confirmation bias, 


irrationality, and superstition.” 


334 From the Greek word “doxa” meaning belief. 
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The atheist wants everyone to believe that faith 
causes people to misinterpret experience and worsens 
the person's condition to the point that there is “dam- 
age to the brain.” And, “If someone is suffering from a 
brain-based faith delusion, the atheist’s faith-destroying 


work will be futile. Oh, no!” 


Skilled soldiers of faithlessness never attempt to 
divide people from their religion at first, but focus on 
separating them from their faith. The first step is to 
model truthfulness and have the appearance of being 
willing to reconsider belief so the other person will do 


the same. 


They are not going to try to win the argument, 
but rather model a positive, accepting attitude without 
seeming to pass judgement. This builds trust so later 


doubts will be more likely to be believed. 
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The first step involves drawing the believer into a 
conversation asking for help to understand something 
— feigning ignorance. The atheist avoids facts and in- 
stead attempts to change the way the believer be- 


lieves. 


The change of belief is brought about by show- 
ing the believer they have no reproducible verifiable 
facts that can be proved in the same way you can prove 
a mathematical formula. Intuition or feelings the be- 
liever has or any other types of experiences are dis- 
counted as non-valuable knowledge. The “base” of 
faith must be destroyed first, and then the belief of the 
non-existence of God will follow, followed by a divorce 
from their religious family thus ensuring their isolation 


from faith. 
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Attacking religion usually isn’t directly done be- 
cause religion is a social experience where people go 
for friendship, love, trust, and community to do things 
that are fun, meaningful, and satisfying that adds pur- 
pose, and joy to living. So, to attack a religion is like at- 
tacking their family — a direct attack is not nearly as ef- 
fective or wise and just ends up pushing people further 


into a “faith-based delusion.” 


Once faith crumbles, the divorce from their family 
will follow. So, the atheist doesn’t attack God directly; 
they attack faith in God. In other words, they focus on 
undermining one’s confidence of how they claim to 
know. Instead of talking about actual existence, which 
the atheist cannot disprove, they direct the discussion 


to “How do you know?” 
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This step involves trying to get the target to con- 
sider that their beliefs could be delusions. For exam- 
ple: “How do | know that a good feeling was caused by 
God?” The wording of the questions is in a passive 
voice, so the target will be less threatened and open to 


alternate causes. 


They also avoid using “you” as it can be threaten- 
ing: not, “You don't get it!” but, “If this is unclear, please 
let me know. That will help me to be a better explainer.” 
They use long pauses as “the pause” is the same useful 
technique used by salesmen to get the results that they 


want. 
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The atheist gets the target to see things in a neg- 
ative light by asking what conditions would have to be 
in place for their belief to be false. If the atheist is asked 
what would make them believe in God they might say 
something like, “If | walked outside and all the stars 
were organized to read, '| am God communicating with 


|" 


you, believe in Me!’” or something else equally as silly 


and egocentric. 


The follow-up question would be: “How do you 
differentiate this belief from a delusion?” If the atheist is 
asked this question back, they would say something 
like, “| could very well be wrong about any of my be- 
liefs. | could also misconstrue reality. The difference be- 
tween misconstruing reality and being delusional is the 


willingness to revise a belief.” 
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This encourages the believer to slide on their be- 
lief system. The follow-up question would be: “Are you 
willing to revise your belief that___ is wrong?” This en- 
forces the idea they are harboring a delusion without 
saying it. This method to induce doubt shows how 


crafty the snake can be. 


Because humans try to make sense of their world 
view, reasoning is intrinsic to our nature. Scientists, and 
others who are considered intellectuals by the world, 
tend to believe their reasons trump any other type of 
expression to our nature. Faith then is often viewed as 


positive-thinking mumbo-jumbo by such people. 


Yet, in reality, faith is beyond this. Faith really is 
knowing what is true, rather than being something we 
settle for when there is no truth. In a very real sense, 
faith is knowledge gained, not from our experience or 
rational thoughts, but in a discernible and undeniable 


way. 
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If | bump my head, no person asks: “Do you be- 
lieve you bumped your head, or do you NOT believe 
you bumped your head?” If | say, “!@#%, that hurts!” 
nobody asks me: “Do you actually believe it hurts?” 
They instead know my head hurts without actually ex- 
periencing the feeling of my pain or by trying to estab- 
lish “proof” of the pain. They know by intuition that my 
bump hurts.335 


335 This again establishes that there are three ways of knowing: 
experience, knowledge (e.g., mathematical proofs), and intuition 
(for lack of a better term). If you give me some line like: “Why, | 
bumped my head so, | know by experience rather than intuition.” 
I'll say: “So, you are telling me that if you saw some guy get his 
leg chopped off you would have no idea what that feels like?” 
My apologies to anyone who may have actually gotten their leg 
chopped off. | feel for you. Not only your physical pain that you 
went through, but the mental anguish you must have endured: 
which kind-of reestablishes my point. But, truly, | feel bad for 
you. 
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Faith eventually grows into knowledge, and 
sometimes, we can come closer to God by chasing 
down what questions us, more so than if we just rest on 
our certainties. Faith becomes knowledge as we ready 


ourselves for that knowledge. 
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Temporary Pleasure or Lasting Happiness: 


When Jesus said in Matthew 4:18-22 “Follow me,” 
Peter, Andrew, James, and John stopped doing the 
only thing that they had ever known and started walk- 
ing with Jesus. Now their lives would never be the 


same. 


Following Jesus Christ takes faith, not knowledge. 
Following the Savior is never done with perfect knowl- 
edge, but if we exercise faith and follow Him, we will 


eventually receive a fullness of truth. 


Faith is the anchor in our lives. Faith keeps us 
from drifting in the ocean of doubt. Falling into the trap 
made for us by doubting over and over with repeated 
need for proof means we are not able to commit to the 
truth and follow Christ in faith. 
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In John 20:27 Thomas was given the evidence he 
asked for and then Christ demanded that he be believ- 
ing. The world,336 controlled by Satan,337 teaches us to 
constantly raise questions, be cynical, to look out for 
number one, and to seek the next thrill that is more ex- 
citing than the last. Satan wants us as the animal con- 


trolled by appetite. 


336 In John 18:36 Jesus states, "My kingdom is not of this world” 
and in Matthew 13:22 it tells us that, “the care of this world” will 
“choke the word” because, as stated in James 4:4, “the world is 
the enemy of God.” 


337 2 Corinthians 4:4 tells us that, "The god of this world” blinds 
those that, “believe not.” 
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The preached desires of the world are food, al- 
cohol and drugs, immoral behavior, revenge, fame, 
riches, and possessions. The danger of these — besides 
being obese, senseless, STDs, enemies, narcissism, 
taxes, and clutter — is a hollow existence. A satisfying 
life doesn’t come from being sluggishly stuffed, or be- 
ing high as a kite, or neglectful of those needing us, or 
doing things that hurt our health. 


A life worth living comes through our meaningful 
pursuits and in our relationships. And when we do the 
things which gladness requires, the agony of growth 
occurs. Long-term joy requires us, in the short-term, to 
study the scriptures, go to church, pray, care for our 
family, be responsible, forgive others and ourselves, 
keep promises, maintain our living spaces, go to the 
doctor and dentist, save money, eat right, stay fit, visit 


family, and a variety of other daily tiring efforts. 
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The honor is not so much the accomplishment of 
your goal as much as the struggle to get there. The 
struggle is what makes you strong and capable. Failing 
obligations in order to be idle or to do selfish acts can 
leave you sick and worried. But, on the other end of the 
spectrum, if you work long hard hours you will find 
yourself a stranger to family, friends, and your commu- 


nity while all the while being no more secure or happy. 


Please, think about how your choices connect 
you to the important people of your life: your family 
and friends. Next you need to make a distinction be- 
tween things that bring lasting happiness versus those 
things that are temporary. This is the world’s teaching: 
There is no meaning beyond the pleasure of the mo- 
ment and that pleasure is extended by variety: a new 
drug, a new perversion, and so forth. This is the Lord’s 


teaching: Have faith to follow God. 
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Believing in God and having the faith to follow 
Him are two different things. If you ever read James 
2:19 you would know that even the devils believe. But, 
they don’t have the faith to follow Him. 


Faith, not knowledge, gives us confidence, focus, 
willpower, and allows us to act without stiffness. We are 
willing to cross the road because we believe others will 
yield for our right-of-way. Faith leads us to expect a 
positive outcome, even in the midst of negative cir- 


cumstances. 


Gabrielle Shiozawa’s “Why Grief is My Greatest 
Teacher” said, “My grief carved a space in my soul for 
me to understand something | have never compre- 
hended before: Faith is about trusting God and putting 
our lives in his loving hands, even if we don't under- 
stand why He does what He does. Faith is trusting that 
His plan is better than ours, that He sees the full stair- 


case when we can't even see the next step.” 
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But, before we can have faith, we must be willing 
to have faith. In the 1976 movie “The Shootist”338 
Gillom Rogers, played by Ron Howard, asked, “How 
can you get into so many fights and always come out 
on top?” J. B. Books, played by John Wayne, replies: “| 
found out early that most men, regardless of cause or 
need, blink an eye or draw a breath before they pull a 
trigger. | won't.” The Shootist ends his lesson by telling 
Gillom that it isn’t being fast or accurate that counts. It’s 


being willing. 


It is willingness that carries us to the next step. 
Life is not made up of haves and have-nots. Life is 
made up of will and will-nots. Do you have faith, or do 
you think you need to know first? Deuteronomy 29:29 
tells us there are some things we are not meant to 
know or understand in this life. What will often happen 


is a surprise ending, or life may remain a mystery. 


338 Based on the book “The Shootist” by Glendon Swarthout. 
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Being willing to let go of what we want to know 
and accomplish, so God can do His thing, is an expres- 
sion of faith. The faith | am talking about does not 
mean you believe things will work out the way you 
want. What we think we want is often not the best thing 
for us. What | am referring to is a faith in a God given 
life as it unfolds to curiously teach us. We just never 
know in what form our blessings will come from or how 


things will turn out. 


There is nothing wrong with having great expec- 
tations as long as we have a minimal attachment to the 
outcome. Letting go and letting God do His thing 
means that we trust in the process without necessarily 


understanding it. 


We will not be able to stop the problems that 
keep interrupting us, but we can learn how to success- 


fully ride with them until they are over. 
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Many people try to numb themselves to life’s 
tragedies. Don't do that. Just remember to remember 
God in all your trials and difficulties. That retrospect 
transforms everything that happens into a solemn ex- 
perience. You don't have to seek special spiritual expe- 
riences, because they already surround us. All you 


need to do is recognize them. 


Once we begin to have faith to follow, we try to 
gain understanding of what we are doing. Gaining un- 
derstanding about spiritual matters is like putting to- 


gether a 5000 piece jigsaw puzzle.33? 


339 That is a typical large puzzle size. Puzzles can come much 
bigger: 6000, 9000, etc. | even found a 40,320 piece puzzle on- 
line at https://www.amazon.com/Mickey-Through-Years-Largest- 
Anniversary/dp/BO7FCMF4XJ/ref=sr_1_3? 
dchild=1&keywords=40%2C320+piece+ puzzle&qid=16238649 
13&s=toys-and-games&sr=1-3. Sometimes it is that way in life 
and you get a much bigger puzzle to solve. 
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The more you put together the more you see. It’s 
tedious, long work. Figuring out if you have pieces that 
don't fit into the grand scheme of things is also difficult. 
There are different ways to find out about the pieces of 
the truth to put your puzzle together. Here are three: 
life experience, the life experience of others, and reve- 
lation from God through faith. 


Without spiritual truths, we are shackled and 
blindfolded. That is why truth is worth getting. That is 
why faith is worth having. If we absorb things that aren't 
true, it’s like eating junk food. Junk may taste good, but 
it will leave you a sick and weak person. Things that 
aren't true distort our thinking. It’s like a carnival mirror 
that turns reality into something that isn’t. Mark Twain 
put it this way: “It’s not what a man knows that hurts 


him; it's what he knows that ain't so that hurts him.” 
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By the little hinges of decision, big doors open 
and close. By what door will your life swing? Will the 
door be marked “By Caesar” where the curse of com- 
promise and consensus Is the only thing considered 
good and right? Will the door be marked “The Circus” 
where the self-seeking life demands the low and de- 
praved? Will the door you open be marked “By Faith” 
where the True Law Giver is found? What are the stan- 


dards by which you will govern your life? 


Finding truth has everything to do with being a 
true seeker. We say we want the truth, but in what ways 
do we look for it? A parched and thirsty man drinks wa- 
ter in a very different way than someone who has had 
their fill. In the same sense, the path on which we look 
for truth determines our readiness to see it. If we are 
put in a state of need, that state sensitizes us to our 


need and the help we seek. 
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More often than not, we are not really looking for 
the truth. We seek truth every once in a while, like when 
we see death, or a massive injustice, or maybe when 
we are looking up into the night sky and wonder how 
the universe came to be or wonder if anyone is looking 
back at us. But, those occasions go by and the quest for 
truth fades away. Randomly searching is not an actual 


search. 


Satan knows we all are a creature of habit. He 
knows that once he can get you or | into a certain way 
of thinking or doing we will likely be stuck there. Unless 
you genuinely search for a personal relationship with 
Christ, all you will be able to see are normal patterns 
and abnormal patterns, but you won't be able to tell if 


these patterns are unhealthy patterns or healthy ones. 
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In life we often fantasize about having easy victo- 
ries, but it’s not that way. God gave His children of 
promise, Israel, the land of milk and honey, but they 
had to constantly fight for every square inch of that 
land starting with the battle at Jericho in 1405 BC until 
now. Likewise, we can all be children of promise, but 


must fight every day for it. 


We like logic, order, and reason to understand 
things. Your reasons are logical, but does that mean 
you know which direction to go? No matter how logi- 
cal, ordered, and reasonable your thinking is, all peo- 
ple are limited and don’t comprehend the perspective 
of God. 


Every person needs to lay aside carnal reasoning 
if they expect spiritual discernment. The carnal mind 
would take us down the road of Justice where sin and 
death wait. The carnal mind takes us away from the 


path of Mercy and Grace where the Spirit of Life is. 
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Doubt is a choice which opposes God and re- 
places faith. Doubt takes us down a path where we 


should not be. 


Satan often plants doubt in the mind, hoping 
doubt will cause us to oppose God. We are unlikely to 
think doubt is wrong or powerful, but doubt is the first 
step in opposition to God.340 That old serpent planted 
doubt in Eve by saying in Genesis 3:1 “Can it really be 
that God has said, ‘You shall not eat from every tree of 


the garden?” 


340 Raising doubts is not the same as having questions. A ques- 
tion is a method by which we attempt to grow or build on what 
we already know while doubt is a method used to destroy confi- 
dence in what we know. 
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Satan creates doubt to destroy faith. He starts 
with small doubts. Those small doubts are like a small 
deadly virus. Now you speak of those small doubts 
spreading the virus. And when you speak negatively, 
that old snake multiplies his victory. Not only does he 
have you doubting, but now you're helping him kill 


many hopeful hearts. 


Proverbs 3:5 states, “Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart and do not lean on your own understanding.” The 
basis for that trust in God is His authority. We can’t un- 
derstand why He allows trouble and heartache, but we 
can know that He is loving and trustworthy. If we don't 
believe this, we'll question His will when our situation 
doesn’t match our expectations. That's why we're told 


to “lean not on our own understanding.”341 


341 Proverbs 3:5 
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Legitimate trust means we do what God wills be- 
cause we trust Him to guide us even in hard things. 
Trust means we don't pick and choose. Even when we 
don't understand, or appreciate what is going on, we 
can still rely on His eternal wisdom and respond with 
our trust. We may think we know what is best for our 
happiness and prosperity, and those things may work 
for a while, but sooner or later we will pay the price for 


taking unsound diversions. 
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This might be a good place to say: We are here to 
grow, and growth is painful. C. S. Lewis said this: “ 
didn't go to religion to make me happy. | always knew a 
bottle of Port would do that. If you want a religion to 
make you feel really comfortable, | certainly don't rec- 
ommend Christianity.”342 The summation is this: Don’t 
pray so you can win in the game of life. Pray that you 
can figure out the reason for all your blood, sweat, and 


tears so you can turn them into a crown of victory. 


The Israelites were constantly reminded of their 
shortcomings in the sight of God. God had made a 
covenant with Abraham because Abraham first had 
faith in God. 


342 From C. S. Lewis's 1972 book “God in the Dock: Essays on 

Theology and Ethics” which is a compilation of 48 essays rang- 
ing from popular pieces found in newspapers to sophisticated 
pieces appearing in places like “The Socratic Digest.” 
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It wasn’t until hundreds of years later, after the Is- 
raelites became corrupted by the culture of Egypt, that 
commandments came through Moses. The command- 
ments showed the people of Israel how impossible it 
was to live by works. They were taught that faith was a 
fundamental requirement for salvation, since their ritu- 
als and offerings did not result in God owing them any 


type of salvation. 


Old Testament salvation is the same as New Tes- 
tament salvation. Ephesians 2:8 says, “For it is by grace 
you have been saved, through faith—and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God.” Works are only 
the evidence of salvation, not the cause. James 2:17 
reminds us, “Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have 
works, is dead.” In Matthew 12:33 it once again states, 
“Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a 
tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recog- 


nized by its fruit.” 
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An Israelite who believed they were a child of 
God produced fruit by following the Law. Faith in Yah- 
weh and loyalty to Yahweh were both indications of 
salvation. What is the actual result of salvation? The sins 
and transgression of Israel was transferred to an inno- 
cent scapegoat343 as their atonement. God provided 
forgiveness by his Grace represented in Israel's sacri- 


fices. 


343 Considered a symbol of Christ. Leviticus 4:23 explains the 
sacrifice must be a male goat without any type of defect. In verse 
4:24 the priest lays his hands on the head of the goat and trans- 
fers the sins of Israel onto the goat. The goat is then slaughtered 
as asin offering. 
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But they did not “earn” forgiveness. Colossians 
2:14 proclaims, “God wiped out the charges that were 
against us for disobeying the Law of Moses. He took 
them away and nailed them to the cross.” The book of 
James doesn’t say our works merit eternal life. James 
simply wants the reader to be able to discern true faith 
from false faith, because true belief is confirmed by ac- 


tions. 


A slave has obedience...out of fear. And fear is 
the opposite of faith. It is only by the Grace of God we 
are saved, because we don't deserve being saved. We 
deserve death and hell. We obey out of love for God, 
not fear of punishment. In John 14:15, Jesus said, "If 
you love me keep my commandments." Notice what 
He didn't say. He didn't say, "If you want to go to heav- 


en, keep the commandments." 
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We obey because obedience is in the nature of 
love; not because of what we can get from God. We 
strive to keep the commandments so we can live closer 
to how God does, because we want to be more like 
Him. The underlying message of many of the "obedi- 


ence themes" in the world today is self-perfection. 


We are perfect only in Christ. Perfect is defined as 
“being entirely without fault.” Only Christ is without 
fault and only being on His side can we be acquitted. 
To have a righteous life doesn’t mean we are sinless or 
have perfect obedience. Righteousness with Him 
means we begin to think the way Christ thinks. And 
when we have His mind, we think of those things that 


are good, honorable, and loving. 
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God knows all our disobedience and rebellion 
and He is still willing to work through us and meet us 
where we are. We are saved by Grace after all that we 
can do, because it is humanly impossible to do it on 
our own. And all that we can do is nothing more than 
believe and have faith. If it were possible to be perfect 
on our own, we wouldn't need Christ. But, perfection is 


impossible in a mortal state without God. 


So, what do you do when you miss the boat: 
when you are disappointed by life? Figure you weren't 
obedient enough? And, you won't be. People who 
conclude they must be perfect in order to earn God's 


love are sadly trying to live up to a disappointing belief. 
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In Job 2:10 Job asks the question: “Shall we in- 
deed accept only good from God and not also accept 
adversity and disaster?” This question tells us Job un- 
derstood that a righteous life doesn't mean that every- 
thing always runs smoothly. Be thankful in spite of the 
rain and the north wind. Be thankful that God has taken 


you through this trial and He will do the same again. 


All God promises us is that He will be with us as 
we go through the trials of life. We will have problems 
if we are obedient believers. We will have problems if 
we are non-believers. But, for believers, there is peace 
in the middle of the storm. When a believer has faith 
they are under the Law of Grace. If a person is not 
found under the Law of Grace,344 then they are found 


under the Law of Justice.345 


344 The Law of Grace includes getting what we didn't earn in 
spite of what we did. 


345 The Law of Justice includes getting what we earned through 
what we did. 
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Conclusion 


Most people have some sort of a moral compass. 
Sometimes, however, we head off in immoral direc- 
tions. When we find ourselves in that position it is wise 
to turn around — to make a change. That is what this 
book encourages James to do. In this book | have 


demonstrated to James the following points: 


1-The word “proof” has no place in the discussion of 
God's existence or non-existence and, to appropriately 
be used, should be limited to mathematics, literary 


writing, and alcohol. 


2-The discovery of the Divine does not come through 
experiments, equations, or direct observation. Only by 
willful studious reflection of the things taught to us 


through life can we begin to discover The Truth. 
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3-People are fallible and what they have written down 
is influenced by those limitations. Holy writings may be 
useful in trailing a path to the discovery of God, but 
they are not the end-all. One must actually go out and 


make the discovery themselves. 


4-Spontaneous generation is an antiquated theory that 
has been disproven over-and-over again. Life must 
start with Life. 


5-The atheist’s main strategy is to encourage others to 
“doubt the evidence.” If that doesn’t work, they make 
fun of reasonable observation and personal experi- 


ence. 
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6-Science supports the existence of God more than 
science can disprove the existence of God. One exam- 
ple of that evidence is the Big-Bang theory. People with 
differing education levels and experience have differ- 
ing opinions and therefore, intelligence has nothing to 
do with such beliefs. Belief has more to do with per- 


sonality. 


7-History from multiple secular and religious sources 
record the existence of Jesus Christ. Additionally, histo- 
ry has recorded that God-fearing societies and ideas 
are beneficial to mankind whereas history shows god- 


less societies and ideas are harmful to mankind. 


8-| have shown the importance of faith and how one 
might discover for themselves how God will be a part 
of their life. | have demonstrated with all this evidence 
that it is important to find out if God exists and one 
should not shun lasting peace and joy of knowing the 
Lord because they are scared, hateful, or have other 


negative personality traits. 
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We determine what we see and what we seek. 
And what is seen and sought after, tells others who we 
fundamentally are. In order to find eternal truth, we 
must be a true seeker, rather than someone justifying 
what they are. It is very possible to know God - if we 
are true. Finding God is done by placing a good seed 
in good soil and then giving that seed the right condi- 
tions for proper growth. Without these, it is impossible 


to produce the good fruit of Life. 


The Spirit is the good seed. A heart that is sincere 
with the intent and desire to do what is right is the 
good soil. Studying, pondering, and praying upon spir- 
itual things, rather than the teaching of world views, are 
the good conditions for growth. The fruit is the knowl- 
edge of God's love for us. We must be diligent in our 


search if we are to have the hope of Christ with us. 
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This pearl of great price is not something to be 
traded for pleasure. It is a treasure of hope to be 
owned now and forever — never to be sold. We must 
realize that there are those that would rob us of that 
hope at any cost. They do not seek our freedom as they 


claim, but our captivity of a hopeless state. 


How we see is a learned process. We allow our- 
selves to see, and we decide what we will reject. Our 
mind, and mood, and personality can literally change 
the cones and rod structures in our eyes, among other 
things, instantaneously. This has been observed and 
measured in those studying mental patients with disso- 
ciative identity disorder (DID).346 Their eyes physically 


change with each type of personality.347 


346 Also known as multiple personality disorder. 


347 See https://www.learning-mind.com/dissociative-identity- 


disorder-cases/ under “Eye Colour.” An older PDF on the subject 
can be found at https://scholarsbank.uoregon.edu/xmlui/bit- 
stream/handle/1794/1330/Diss_1_1_5_ OCR_rev.pdf?se- 


quence=5 


312 


For James 


We sometimes fool ourselves out of experiencing 
truth. But the more we are willing to know, the more 
our sight perceives the truth about what we picture. For 
example: you are capable of discerning the difference 
between what you perceive and the thoughts and feel- 
ings you associate with that perception. Biologist Bruce 
Lipton, PhD,348 from his research at Stanford, stated 
that we can even modify our DNA code through our 
perception. 


Starting on page 160 of American Scientist, vol- 
ume 87349 you will read of the much sought after fur of 
Canis lupus, a jet black Russian fox. The fur of this ani- 
mal is not only a beautiful black but is also incredibly 
soft and warm. Trouble is, the animal is also incredibly 
mean and hard to handle. 


348 See https://www.brucelipton.com/about/ for more informa- 


tion. 


349 Go to https://web.archive.org/web/20100215131052/http:// 
www.hum.utah.edu/~bbenham/2510%20Spring%2009/Behav- 
ior%20Genetics/Farm-Fox%20Experiment.pdf to read the more 
on this. 
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What would happen if you could breed the 
meanness out of them? Not only would they be easy to 
handle, their fur wouldn't be damaged from handlers 
dealing with a mean fox. In the 1950s a Russian geneti- 
cist called Dmitry K. Belyaev set out to breed foxes to 
make better fur coats by creating a tamer fox popula- 


tion on fox fur farms. 


He traveled the country collecting the tamest 
farm foxes he could find. For the first generation he 
had a hundred females and forty males to work with. 
Out of the litters produced in each generation less than 
ten percent of the off-spring were used to make the 
next generation. If the cubs showed aggressive or eva- 
sive responses, even after significant human contact, 
they were made into fur coats. Despite human contact 
these foxes were never trained to become tame. 


After several generations of breeding the unex- 
pected happened. Their personalities changed and it 
was discovered they had more serotonin in their brains 
than other farm-bred foxes. The puppies now wagged 


their tails and "eagerly" sought contact with humans. 
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They whined, whimpered, and licked researchers just 
like other puppies would. 


And when their mind changed so did their bod- 
ies. Even though they were purebred black foxes they 
now had floppy drooping ears, their tails curled, they 
had shorter legs, a shorter snout, their skull widened, 
and their coat changed to that with patterns and differ- 
ent coloring. They were all of a sudden cute and their 
fur was no longer what people wanted for fur coats and 
hats. Canis lupus the fur coat fox now became Canis 
familiaris the house pet. 


Insightful self-reflection reveals faulty perceptions 
of the past, forcing an examination of the illusions of 
former eyesight. Inner healing sets the stage for the 
creation of new perceptions. The goal is not to be con- 
sistent with previous statements, but to be consistent to 
the truth as it is revealed. When we can be humble 
enough to do this we begin to listen. This leads to sur- 
rendering to The Truth which causes positive changes. 
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To have lasting peace and joy, we must have the 
courage and willingness to find The Light. We are de- 
fined by who we believe ourselves to be, by what we 
love, and by what we seek. The word “evil” is “live” 
spelled backwards. Evil finds its beginnings in the mind 
of a person who is unable to “live” in the light of God's 
Truth. 


Evil breeds in the dark corners of the mind and 
breeds fears resulting in being separate, alone, and 
apart from The Light and The Life. On the other hand, a 
healthy-minded individual is one whose focus is just 
the opposite. They know there is a shared connected- 
ness and unity with all life and all people. Life is viewed 


through the lens of Eternal Love. 
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Ideas alone are not enough. Outward religious 
reminders found in churches, connections with servants 
of God such as ministers, and outwardly viewed rituals 
are reminders of our connectedness to God, but the 
actual experience is always inside us.35° You must allow 
those outward reminders to penetrate the heart and 
soul down to the very tissues of the body. Ideas and 
knowledge may be the first step, but unless the mind is 


prepared they do us no good. 


350 Some conclude that Luke 16:21 may be hinting at this when 

some versions of the Bible say, “Neither shall they say, Lo here! 

or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.” 
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Paul said in Philippians 4:6 “Never worry35! about 
anything. Instead, in every situation let your petitions 
be made known to God through prayers and requests, 
with thanksgiving.”352 Think about this again, then 
again: You don't have to seek a spiritual experience — 
you are a spiritual experience. All you need to do is be 


aware of it and realize God is with you always.353 


351 In other words, “Don’t let cares distract you” as ugpipva is 
anxious, distracting care. Painful anxiety is inevitable to all those 
who feel alone in the difficulties and dangers of life. Paul’s mes- 
sage does not imply carelessness, but freedom from anxiety of 
worldly things that distract you from growth. 


352 Thanksgiving, a theme of many of Paul's letters, should never 
be absent from prayer. In Acts 16:25 at the dungeon of Philippi 
Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises unto God despite their 
circumstances. 


353 See Matthew 20:28. 
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The key is this: don’t settle for the snake’s doubt 
and doubt’'s companions: despair and dread. The Lord 
wants us to be set free so we can experience life freely 
in all its fullness. All distracting care354 is part of the first 
sin brought into the world to oppose belief: Doubt. If a 
person doubts there is a God, doubts they need to 
keep God's commandments, doubts all sin is punish- 
able, doubts God can redeem and cleanse them from 
sin; that person will exclude themselves from the free- 
dom God offers. 


Doubt includes such things as: 1) | doubt God is 
real. 2) | doubt God is capable of helping me with my 
problems. 3)! doubt | need any help from God. 4) | 
doubt God is even interested in me and my problems 


and | can handle my problems by myself. 


354 "Distracting care” is the word “yépipva" in the Greek lan- 


guage. 
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If we allow Him, God can replace these doubts 
with His Truth. To do that you must be willing to believe 
in God and acknowledge the need for God then ac- 
cept God's forgiveness, love, and mercy which delivers 


us from bondage. 


God is under NO obligation to help us — rather, 
we are under obligation to Him. What happens when 
anybody prays with this in mind? First they realize their 
true position before the Lord and the need of a Savior. 
They begin to understand suffering. They begin to rec- 
ognize the deceptiveness of the heart and mind. The 
only position anyone can have before the Lord is a po- 
sition of utter humility and dependency. Thank the Lord 
God for showing and teaching all of us to be more like 


Him and less like the world. 
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Care about how your future might unfold. In the 
short term, denial is easier than confronting hard reali- 
ties. In the long term, denial can be extremely exhaust- 
ing, limiting the possibility of change and ultimately 
cheating you out of happiness. Simply be open to the 
truth. Once you open up to the truth, you can take a 
step beyond the here-and-now and begin to make use- 
ful, lasting change. Directing your attention toward 
your future and away from your past can be the start of 


feeling lighter and more free. 


Darkness can be a divine gift, since light is best 
realized when compared to darkness. As a parent 
teaches obedience from disobedience, God teaches us 
about darkness by inviting us into the light of His grace. 
Just leap! Jump, so that the loving arms of God can 


catch you. 
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The more deeply and sincerely you pray and 
meditate, the more quickly God will connect with you 
and the sooner you will live with inspiration and 
courage instead of the mindset of the world. God will 
wait patiently until then. God waits for us to make a 
choice so He can clear away impediments to remem- 
bering who we really are. In the meantime: There is no 
point in waiting, for it brings you no benefit to be stuck 


where you are. 


Get quiet. Be still. Listen for the still small voice of 
inspiration that will take you to your open space. When 
we turn everything over to God, our lives will be worth 
living. God says that we are all His precious children, 
but our ego divides and separates us from God and 


deceives us with self-importance. 
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For the realization that God matters, your devour- 
ing caterpillar ego must go through a conversion of 
becoming a beautiful butterfly. The consuming ego 
must humble itself to God, die, and resurrect. The ego 
is the dark, deceitful, dishonest, and nefarious part of 
you, and when you surrender and die your false-self, 


you are reborn as a precious child of God. 


When | was going to college | had a sociology 
professor who told us to read two books and do a re- 
port on them. He said, “It doesn’t matter what you read, 
because when you read anything you are reading 
about the human experience.” After this statement | 
started to notice that. Some well-known fairy tales 
came to my mind. One of them was the book, “The Ad- 
ventures of Pinocchio” by Carlo Collodi. This story was 
later made into a famous animated movie by Disney 


and considered one of Disney's best. 
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In the story, Geppetto created a wooden mari- 
onette and dreams that he is his real boy child named 
Pinocchio.355 An angel35¢ answers Geppetto's prayer 
and grants Pinocchio animation so he can show he is 
brave, truthful, and unselfish. If he does show these 
traits he will become a real boy! However, Pinocchio is 
easily led astray and falls in with a group of naughty 
boys who take him to Pleasure Island where there are 


no pesky rules to follow. 


355 | thought he was named Pinocchio because he was created 
out of pine. It is interesting to note that Geppetto created Pinoc- 
chio in his own image just as God created man in His image as 
described in Genesis 1:27. Yet, Christ was not created. Christ 
was begotten as mentioned in 1 John 4:9. We create mari- 
onettes out of pine, but we only beget real boys, not pine like- 
nesses of boys. Like the story of Pinocchio, Christianity is about 
changing a look-alike figure into an authentic being. 


356 Known in the book as: “The Fairy with Turquoise Hair” who 
sends woodpeckers to carve Pinocchio’s nose back to a normal 
size. | called her, “An angel” as an allegory to our connection 
with God despite our clay existence. 
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There, the naughty boys make jack-asses of 
themselves and become enslaved. Pinocchio starts to 
become a jack-ass himself but narrowly escapes the 
situation. In the meantime Geppetto has set out to res- 
cue his boy. They find each other but are both swal- 
lowed by Monstro. Pinocchio devises a plan to escape 
which works, but Pinocchio dies in the attempt. With 
this Pinocchio has shown himself to be brave, truthful, 


and unselfish and is turned into a real living boy. 


In the German story of Rapunzel by the Brothers 
Grimm, the prince jumps from the tower's window in 
terror into brambles below. The thorns blind him. Many 
years later he rediscovers Rapunzel and two of her 
tears fall into his eyes, and his eyes become clear 
again. The return to God's Love is the return of sight. 


The loss of love for God is the loss of sight. 
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How these types of stories remind me of my rela- 
tionship with life and God. The idea that God's love 
must be deserved is somehow a very human idea, be- 
cause we have all been taught that there is no such 
thing as a free lunch. The scriptures tell a different story. 


Christ taught that heaven is a choice, not a chore. 


Ephesians 2:8-9 states: “For it is by grace you 
have been saved, through faith — and this is not from 
yourselves, it is a gift from God - not by works, so that 
no one can boast.” Good deeds are a symptom of join- 
ing God, not a requirement for joining God. To turn 
into an enslaved jack-ass we must first push past God 
by overlooking Him, opposing Him, and renouncing 
Him. 
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St. Augustine of Hippo is quoted as saying: “To 
fall in love with God is the greatest romance; to seek 
Him, the greatest adventure; to find Him, the greatest 
human achievement.”357 Yet to find Him is not easy be- 
cause we must be sincere. | am the most deceitful per- 
son | know and the one | deceive is myself. You would 
think that being honest to one’s own self would be 
easy, but self-honesty is the most difficult thing of all, 
because of the ego. Do | have a personal relationship 
with God? | do, but |am guessing that many people 
have a much better relationship than | do. | hope to 
improve on my relationship with God, but | know our 
relationship could get worse, and | know | am the one 
who decides that. | also know that, like a hen onan 
egg, | can't be forever turned over and kept warm. | 


must eventually fully hatch or rot and be thrown out. 


357 As quoted from St. Augustine of Hippo’s book “The City of 
God." There is a free download at https://archive.org/details/ 
citygodQ0dodsgoog or you can view this book at https:// 
archive.org/details/cityofgodtransla02auquuoft/page/364/ 
mode/2up. 
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Can you imagine the barren lands of the middle- 
east when the Psalmist declared, “As the hart panteth 
after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O 
God."358 This is what is needed to know God - a dry and 
burning thirst. But how do we go about it? James 4:2 
says, “You have not, because you ask not” but then 
goes on to say in the next verse: “You ask but don’t re- 
ceive an answer, because you ask improperly, so you 
can utilize your request for your own purposes begin- 


ning with your selfish wants.”35?9 


| know | can be duped by pretenders - | know 
some well-honed pretenders. | do not want to be one 


of those pretenders when it comes to my own sincerity. 


358 Psalms 42:1 The hart referred to here is most likely the Per- 
sian fallow deer (Dama mesopotamica) that longs to quench its 
thirst from the dusty and dry land. 


359 When a person becomes selfish, they usually seek tempo- 
rary happiness and pleasures rather than seeking the selfless 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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| want to be open, but not gullible. | want to be 
critical, but not cynical. | don’t want to turn away from 
something that | actually want or need. But, | don’t want 
to follow something or someone only through self- 


suggestion or wishful thinking. What should | do? 


Let's answer that with a question. How much do | 
hunger and thirst? How serious is the need? The an- 
swer is found in what it means to be a sincere seeker. 
Do I, like the hart in the hot desert sands, pant after the 
Living Water? Can | answer these questions without try- 
ing to fool myself? Do | ask myself: “In what ways do |, 


can I, correctly search?” 
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Could it be that we only recognize God when we 
are in a state of need,369 when real need engulfs us and 
sensitizes our ability to reach out in a way previously 


unknown to us? 


A hungry man looks for food in a very different 
way than a full man. Need can act like a magnet. You 
might say: “| am searching.” That is a very great thing — 
to search for The Truth. But what is actually being 
done? There must be a sense of need for something 
deeper in our lives. | need to be interested in how 
open my mind is when seeking The Truth. Seeking 
Truth is not what | should do, but who | should be. 


360 Matthew 9:12 tells us, “They that be whole need not a physi- 
cian, but they that are sick.” Christ seemed to attract the most 
awfully despised people. A satisfied life rarely feels the need for 
God. Only those that know they are sick will seek help. 
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It has been said: “A closed hand cannot receive.” 
To live you must look towards the source of life. The 
story of the Israelites as found in chapter 21 of Num- 
bers tells us that those who refused to look at the brass 
serpent3¢! died and those that believed and looked, 
lived. The more closely one looks the more likely they 
will be able to see. We too must diligently look, not 


once, but every moment of our whole life. 


361 A representation of Christ set up by Moses. 
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